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be  attributed  to  the  political  animosity  which  Dr.  Bentley 
felt  for  all  political  opponents  {Bentley’s  Diary,  iii,  258). 

In  1805  the  Essex  had  been  to  Manila  and  reached 
Salem  in  May  loaded  with  sugar  and  indigo.  The 
duties  on  her  cargo  amounted  to  $18,443.  This  was  a 
most  successful  trip;  but  eight  ships  had  arrived  from 
Mocha  that  year  with  profitable  cargoes  and  no  doubt 
William  Orne  wished  to  share  in  these  successful  opera¬ 
tions.  Three  ships  entered  from  Mocha  in  1806  which 
belonged  to  George  Crowninshield  and  Sons,  so  the  trade 
to  that  port  was  just  at  its  height  when  William  Orne 
sent  out  the  Essex  with  her  $60,000  in  specie  to  buy 
coffee. 

What  really  happened  is  contained  in  a  transcript  of 
a  letter  without  date  written  apparently  between  1815 
and  1825  by  the  captain  of  a  ship  from  Newburgh,  New 
York,  which  is  in  the  Bentley  manuscripts  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Antiquarian  Society.  It  is  as  follows: — 

While  at  !^Iocha,  I  had  many  interviews  with  John 
Pori,  or  Poll,  who  was  a  boy  belonging  to  the  Ship  Essex, 
Captain  Joseph  Orne  of  Salem,  which  vessel  having  been 
cut  off  and  all  her  crew  murdered,  has  for  a  long  time 
interested  the  feelings  of  the  American  publick.  His 
story  is  as  follows.  The  vessel  arrived  at  Aden  for  infor¬ 
mation;  here  Capt.  Orne  found  an  Englishman,  who  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  no  Coffee  was  to  be  procured  at  IMocha ; 
but  advised  him  to  go  up  to  Ix)heia,  and  at  the  same 
time  offered  his  services  as  pilot  &  interpreter;  Capt. 
Orne  influenced  by  this  advice,  accepted  his  offer,  and 
proceeded  to  Loheia,  where  he  arrived  without  stopping 
at  ]!k[ocha  &  succeeded  in  procuring  some  Coffee,  but  not 
enough  for  a  Cargo,  on  which  account,  after  lying  there 
two  months  he  had  determined  to  go  down  to  Mocha.  On 
the  day  previous  to  his  intended  departure,  he  had  a  dis¬ 
pute  with  the  Xeriff  Ilahmoud,  the  Governour  or  petty 
prince  of  Loheia.  The  Xeriff  demanded  $200  for  Port- 
Charges  ;  Captain  Orne  thinking  this  an  extortionary 
sum,  refused  to  pay  more  than  $100;  but  at  length  the 
affair  was  compromised  for  $150.  On  the  same  night, 
on  which  this  settlement  was  effected,  Capt.  Orne  and 
four  of  his  crew  being  ashore,  John  Pori,  who  was  Cabin- 
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boy  on  board,  was  ordered  to  keep  a  look-out  for  the  Cap¬ 
tain  &  all  hands  went  below.  At  about  11  or  12  o’clock, 
Pori  saw  a  boat  approaching  the  ship ;  he  announced  this 
to  the  first  officer,  who  merely  answered  “that  it  must  be 
the  Captain,”  yet  neither  he,  nor  anyone  else  arose  to 
receive  him  When  Pori  came  ujxm  deck  again,  he  found 
two  boats  one  on  each  side  of  the  vessel.  The  ship  was 
immediately  boarded  by  a  number  of  Caffres  and  soldiers, 
during  which  the  Officers  &  Crew  came  upon  deck,  &  were 
told  by  the  boarders  that  Capt“  Orne  wished  them  to  go 
ashore,  to  which  the  Officers  objected  as  improbable. 
Pori  was  then  led  below  and  shut  up  in  the  Cabin.  While 
below,  he  heard  no  groans  or  struggles,  nor  when  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  on  deck,  did  he  preceive  any  clots  of  blood 
or  other  marks  by  which  he  could  suppose  that  the  mur¬ 
derous  transaction  had  taken  place  on  board  the  ship. 
He  enquired  of  a  Lascar,  where  were  his  Officers  &  ship¬ 
mates,  and  was  told  that  they  had  gone  ashore.  Not  sat¬ 
isfied  with  this  answer,  he  searched  throughout  the  ves¬ 
sel,  and  not  finding  anything  to  relieve  his  fear  and 
anxiety,  he  again  enquired  of  the  Lascar,  who  only  gave 
him  vague  and  evasive  answers,  but  told  him  that  no 
harm  should  happen  to  him  and  in  a  kind  &  friendly 
manner  endeavoured  to  console  him  in  his  affliction.  A 
vessel  belonging  to  Sayd  Mohammad  Ebu  Akeel,  was  ly¬ 
ing  at  the  Island  of  Cameran  at  this  time  &  Akeel  him¬ 
self  was  at  Loheia  and  his  crew  com|X)sed  part  of  those 
by  whom  the  ship  was  boarded,  &  the  rest  either  actually 
were  soldiers  or  availed  themselves  of  their  dress  as  a 
disguise.  The  Essex  was  taken  to  the  Island  of  Cameran 
k  there  sunk  or  destroyed.  Poll  was  taken  care  of  by 
the  above  mentioned  Lascar,  who  presented  him  to  Sayd 
Akeel  by  whom  he  was  told,  that  provided  he  would  take 
the  turban  &  submit  to  circumcision,  his  life  would  be 
saved.  Several  of  the  people  about  the  person  of  Akeel 
murmured  at  this  decision  &  endeavoured  to  convince 
him  of  the  policy  of  putting  Poll  to  death  for  the  general 
safety.  The  wife  of  Akeel  however,  interceded  in  his 
favour  k  to  her  was  he  indebted  for  his  life.  He  was 
then  carried  to  Muscat  &  thence  to  Dofar,  of  which  last 
place  the  Sayd  was  Sheik  or  Governour.  On  board 
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Akeel’s  vessel  he  saw  two  Guns,  and  a  number  of  books, 
which  he  is  confident  formerly  belonged  to  the  Essex.  He 
also  found  a  French  Renegado  in  the  service  of  Akeel 
who  was  very  kind  to  him  &  always  behaved  towards  him 
in  a  generous  &;  friendly  manner;  but  who  when  ])ressed 
upon  the  subject  of  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  crew  of 
the  Essex,  uniformly  refused  to  satisfy  his  enquiries. 
Pori  feels  assured  however  that  they  were  all  murdered, 
as  he  has  never  been  able  to  gain  any  intelligence  respect¬ 
ing  them,  since  this  horrid  catastrophy  took  place ;  where¬ 
as  had  they  been  enslaved  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  he 
would  have  discovered  the  fact.  This  was  also  corrobo¬ 
rated  by  the  testimony  of  an  Arab,  who  declared  that  he 
saw  Mr.  Carter,  the  Englishman,  whom  he  well  knew, 
and  all  the  Officers  and  Crew  of  the  Essex,  on  the  Island 
of  Cameran,  with  their  throats  cut  from  ear  to  ear !  How 
he  became  a  witness  to  this  bloody  spectacle,  I  could  not 
discover  &  Poll  says  that  he  does  not  know  what  became 
of  the  money  taken  from  the  Essex;  he  thinks  however 
that  a  considerable  part  ivas  retained  by  the  Xeriff  Hah- 
moud  &  the  remainder  by  the  Sayd  Akeel.  He  states 
that  the  Sayd  Mohammad  Ebu  Akeel  is  sheik  of  Dofar 
&  is  possessed  of  great  wealth.  He  had  several  wives, 
but  no  children  &  has  adopted  Poll  as  his  son,  who  with 
the  brother  of  Akeel  residing  at  ifocha,  will  probably 
inherit  his  extensive  possessions.  His  treatment  toward 
Poll  has  been  marked  with  the  most  parental  affectionate 
kindness  &  though  allowing  him  but  little  money,  had 
always  supplied  him  with  the  necessaries  &  comforts  of 
life.  He  has  given  him  a  slave  in  marriage,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children,  to  whom  he  is  most  tenderly  attached. 
Concerning  the  destruction  of  the  Essex,  his  recollection 
appeared  to  be  clear  &  distinct,  but  the  loss  in  a  great 
degree  of  his  native  language,  through  the  want  of  prac¬ 
tice  (this  being  the  first  time  he  had  conversed  with  any 
Christians  since  the  murder  of  his  countrymen  &  ship¬ 
mates,)  rendered  it  difficult  for  him  to  express  it  in  an 
intelligible  manner,  and  it  was  only  by  dint  of  the  most 
persevering  enquiries,  that  the  above  incomplete  accounts 
of  that  dark  transaction  was  obtained.  Concerning  his 
native  Country,  he  has  but  few  imperfect  ideas ;  time  and 
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a  constant  association  with  the  Arabs  have  effaced  from 
his  memory  the  scenes  of  his  early  life,  &  probably  pains 
have  been  taken  by  his  wily  protector,  to  obliterate  from 
his  mind  all  rememberance  of  his  youthful  impressions. 
His  conversation  &  replies  however  evinced  no  ordinary 
talents  &  his  observations  &  remarks  appeared  the  result 
of  much  natural  sense  &  considerable  reflection.  It  may 
be  observed  that  Captain  Austin  &  myself,  offered  him 
everv'  assistance  in  our  ]X)wer  &  used  many  arguments  to 
induce  him  to  return  to  his  native  country  &  assured  him 
of  our  protection  should  he  feel  so  inclined.  He  answered 
to  this  that  during  the  lifetime  of  Akeel,  this  was  abso¬ 
lutely  impossible.  That  his  two  children,  whom  he  loved 
better  than  life  or  liberty  himself,  were  retained  as  hos¬ 
tages  by  his  artful  guardian,  who  had  also  bound  him  by 
a  most  solemn  oath,  again  to  return  to  Dofar.  He  said 
that  he  felt  himself  strongly  attached  to  his  native  coun¬ 
try  &  vehemently  desired  to  return  thither;  but  that  until 
the  death  of  Akeel,  to  which  he  seemed  to  look  forward 
as  an  event  that  must  occur  at  no  very  distant  period,  he 
must  endeavor  to  forget  these  patriotick  feelings  amid  the 
pleasures  &  endearments  of  his  domestick  life.  He  states 
that  about  6  years  ago  he  was  brought  to  Mocha  in  a 
vessel  of  Akeel’s.  An  American  ship  the  name  of  which 
I  could  not  discover,  was  lying  in  the  roads  at  the  time. 
One  morning,  observing  the  boat  of  the  American  rowing 
towards  them  Pori  was  ordered  below  &  confined  in  the 
Cabin.  When  the  boat  had  left  the  ship,  he  learned  that 
he  himself  had  been  the  object  of  their  search.  He  ob¬ 
served  that  unfortunately  the  ship  was  lying  to  windward 
of  him,  but  had  the  reverse  been  the  case,  no  earthly 
power  should  have  prevented  his  throwing  himself  over¬ 
board  Sz  endeavouring,  by  swimming,  to  have  gained  an 
asylum  &  protection  among  his  countrymen.  He  was  9^ 
years  old  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  Essex, 
which  he  thinks  must  have  been  in  February  1806.  His 
Mohammadan  name  is  Abdallah  Mohammad  to  which  the 
name  of  his  patron  is  sometimes  added.  The  circumspect 
Akeel,  has  been  careful  to  educate  him  in  the  principles 
of  the  religion  of  Mohammad  &  taken  the  most  artful 
means  to  banish  from  his  mind  all  recollections  of  his 
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native  local  attachments  &  affections.  Pori  complained 
that  the  Arabs  taunt  &  reproach  him  with  the  imbecility 
of  the  American  Grovernment,  in  suffering  this  nefarious 
&  high  handed  offence,  against  the  United  States  and  the 
religion  of  Christ  to  go  unpunished. 

He  states  that  the  City  of  Dofar  is  a  place  of  some 
note,  but  not  so  large  as  !Mocha,  that  it  is  walled  &  that 
the  inhabitants  are  generally  engaged  in  petty  warfares 
with  the  Bedouin  Arabs  &  on  this  account  are  always 
armed.  Large  vessels  cannot  approach  very  near  but  the 
Daous  &  other  smaller  craft,  anchor  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  City.  The  Dolah  of  Mocha,  being  in¬ 
terrogated  concerning  the  effect  an  attack  upon  Dofar 
would  have  upon  the  American  Commerce  in  the  Red  Sea, 
replied  that  “Dofar  being  an  independent  province  & 
only  submissive  to  the  authority  of  Akeel,  any  measures 
that  might  be  taken  relative  to  the  apprehension  of  the 
villian,  on  the  destruction  of  his  City,  could  have  no  ef¬ 
fect  whatever  upon  any  commerce  with  the  other  inde¬ 
pendent  provinces  of  Arabia.” 

Signed  Chas.  Cook  Sr.  Commander  of 

Brig  Syren  of  Xewburg. 

Not  in  hand  of  Cook 

4  pp.  31l/4cm.  X  20cm. 

This  account  varies  decidedly  in  its  details  from  the 
account  brought  to  Salem  soon  after  the  event  but  the 
substantial  facts  that  all  the  crew  except  the  Iwy  were 
murdered  and  the  ship  destroyed  after  she  had  been 
looted,  remain  the  same.  Perhaps  more  blame  attaches 
to  the  captain  in  this  final  account  than  in  the  earlier  one. 

The  Salem  Register  of  October  30,  1806,  gives  the  hor¬ 
rible  details  of  Captain  Orne’s  murder  as  follows:  The 
ship  Essex,  Orne,  of  Salem,  having  arrived  at  Mocha, 
with  60,000  dollars  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  coffee,  and 
finding  none  could  be  had  at  market,  was  at  a  loss  how 
to  proceed,  when  an  English  merchant  advised  him  to 
proceed  60  miles  further  up  to  a  town  called  Hadido, 
where  he  said  Coffee  could  be  obtained  at  a  lower  rate 
than  at  Mocha,  and  offered  to  go  and  execute  the  whole 
business  for  only  2  1-2  per  cent  commission.  This  advice 
was  agreed  to.  The  pirate  Mahomed  Ikle,  who  was  at 
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Mocha  at  the  time,  by  some  means  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  all  their  circumstances  and  had  the  address  to  per¬ 
suade  Capt,  Orne  to  receive  on  board  about  30  of  his 
crew  to  help  to  navigate  the  vessel,  and  pilot  her  to  Ha- 
dido.  The  Essex  sailed  in  company  with  the  pirate’s  ship ; 
night  approached,  but,  alas!  not  one  of  the  unfortunate 
crew  were  fated  to  behold  their  country  again,  or  the 
sight  of  another  day.  At  a  given  signal,  the  pirates  on 
board  fell  upon  the  crew  with  their  knives,  the  Corsair 
ranged  along  side,  and  in  a  few  minutes  not  an  Ameri¬ 
can  was  left  to  tell  the  sad  tale  of  their  destruction.  The 
headless  body  of  the  captain,  and  the  mutilated  carcases 
of  the  Englishmen  floated  on  shore,  and  being  recognized 
received  the  rites  of  burial  in  a  far  distant  land.  The 
Essex  was  plundered  and  burned.  The  Mahomed  Ikle 
sails  in  a  strong,  well-armed  vessel,  with  a  numerous  crew, 
made  up  of  fanatics  like  himself,  and  enemies  to  every 
nation,  excepting  their  own,  the  Wahabees.  Mahomed  is 
said  to  be  distinguished  for  his  enormities  on  the  Red  Sea. 


The  whole  episode  is  interesting  as  showing  the  great 
dangers  our  early  captains  were  subject  to  in  their  far 
eastern  voyages  and  their  great  skill  and  courage  in  bring¬ 
ing  so  many  voyages  to  a  successful  conclusion,  in  spite 
of  a  few  catastrophes  like  this  one.  The  varied  accounts 
show  how  difficult  it  was  to  learn  the  truth  about  such 
affairs. 

(Note.  I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Clarence  S.  Brigham  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society  for  kindly  providing  me  with 
a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Commander  of  the  Syren.) 
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From  the  Original,  in  Possession  of 
THE  Essex  Institute. 


This  diary  is  brief  in  respect  to  the  length  of  time  it 
was  kept,  but  quite  expansive  in  the  amount  of  detail 
recorded.  It  is  herewith  published,  not  so  much  for  the 
importance  of  the  information  it  contains,  but  from  the 
fact  that  it  gives  a  rather  typical  picture  of  the  life  of  a 
well-bred  woman  of  the  early  nineteenth  century.  Of 
course,  from  our  viewpoint,  it  is  stilted,  exaggerated  and 
lugubrious  in  tone.  Nevertheless,  it  is  true  to  form  and 
worth  preserving. 

Mary  Orne  Tucker  was  the  first  wife  of  Ichabod 
Tucker,  who  lived  in  Haverhill  when  the  diary  was  writ¬ 
ten,  but  who  later  removed  to  Salem  where  he  was  Clerk 
of  the  Courts  of  Essex  County.  Mrs.  Tucker  was  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  and  Mary  (Leavitt)  Orne,  and 
was  born  in  Haverhill  in  1775.  She  had  been  married 
four  years  when  she  commenced  the  diary  and  was  then 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  Her  writing  of  nearly  one  hun¬ 
dred  fifty  years  ago  presents  a  strong  contrast  to  the 
times  in  which  we  live.  She  had  been  educated  to  enjoy 
the  best  literature  of  her  day  and  she  expressed  herself 
in  good  English,  with  frequent  references  to  the  classics 
with  which  she  seemed  familiar.  She  was  happy  in  her 
domestic  life  and  gave  generously  of  herself  in  devotion 
to  her  family  and  friends,  who  were  among  the  promi¬ 
nent  families  of  Essex  County.  For  a  small  community 
like  the  Haverhill  of  1800,  which  had  a  population  of 
only  about  2700,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  surprising 
number  of  families  of  culture  and  education.  Mary 
Ome  Tucker  died  in  Salem  on  December  14,  1806,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-one  years.  It  has  been  said  that  her 
death  was  caused  by  the  news  of  the  murder  of  her 
brother  on  the  Red  Sea,  during  an  attack  by  pirates. 

A  special  obituary  in  the  Salem  Gazette,  a  quite  un- 

1  See  E.  I.  Hist.  Coll.,  vol.  74,  p.  109. 
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MRS.  NATHANIEL  PEASLEE  SARGENT  (MARY  PICKERING) 
Sister  of  Timothy  Pickering  and  grandmother  of  Mary  (Orne)  Tucker 
1735  •  1805 

From  a  portrait  by  Joseph  Badger  in  possession  of  Mrs.  John  Pickering 
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usual  procedure  for  those  days,  characterized  her,  in  part, 
as  follows  “She  seemed  ])eculiarly  formed  to  exhibit  the 
finest  affections  of  the  human  heart,  combined  with  the 
charms  of  mental  and  moral  beauty.  She  was  the  de¬ 
light  and  pride  of  her  friends.  Her  conversation,  always 
sensible,  was  enlivened  by  that  species  of  wit,  which  pene¬ 
trates  without  leaving  wound  or  scar.  For  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  she  had  a  soothing  voice,  an  open  heart  and  a  ready 
hand.  As  a  neighbor  she  was  beloved.  As  a  friend,  she 
proved  that  friendship  is  something  more  than  a  name. 
As  a  mother,  her  bosom  beat  with  parental  tenderness, 
though  her  children  were  two  of  the  offspring  of  others, 
adopted  that  she  might  exercise  the  duties  of  a  parent. 
As  a  sister,  greatly  affectionate,  to  which,  Alas!  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  her  death  bear  testimony  too  striking.  Her 
loss  must  be  felt  by  the  indigent,  the  widow  and  the  or¬ 
phan,  particularly  those  of  the  Female  Charitable  Society 
in  this  town,  of  which  she  was  a  zealous  and  active 
member.” 

1802. 

April  11.  The  weather  this  day  has  been  cold  and 
blustering.  Mr.  Abbot  preached  in  the  morning;  the  sub¬ 
ject,  Godly  and  worldly  sorrow  —  an  excellent  sermon 
affording  great  consolation  to  those  who  mourn  for  their 
sins.  Between  the  services  of  this  hallowed  day,  Sally 
Ayer®  was  interred;  I  attended  the  house  of  mourning, 
and  found  it  better  than  the  house  of  feasting.  A  par¬ 
ticular  address  to  the  choir  of  singers  of  which  she  was 
a  pleasant  member,  and  that  she  was  beloved  many  tears 
roll’d,  warm  witnesses.  Sally  Ayer  had  numbered  only 
twenty  one  years — ^lovely  and  beloved.  This  afternoon, 
Mary  and  Sally  Sargeant®  were  proposed  to  join  the 
Church  in  this  place.  I  have  had  many  conversations 
with  Sally  on  this  important  subject ;  if  I  am  not  greatly 
mistaken,  her  heart  is  much  engaged  in  the  sacred  cause. 
I  have  been  charmed  with  her  humility  —  and  have  re- 

2  Daughter  of  Dea.  Moses  and  Martha  (Kimball)  Ayer. 

3  Daughters  of  Nathaniel  Peaslee  and  Rhoda  (Barnard)  Sar¬ 
gent.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1750  and  practiced 
law  in  Haverhill,  becoming  later  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Massachusetts. 


308  DIARY  OF  MARY  ORNE  TUCKER,  1802 

spected  those  tears  which  flow’d  for  past  follies.  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  predict  she  will  be  an  ornament  to  that  Religion 
she  is  about  to  profess.  Mary  is  more  reserved  on  every 
subject  —  she  is  naturally  solemn  and  collected.  It  is  a 
source  of  new  and  great  happiness  to  me  that  she  is  about 
to  join  the  little  band  of  Christians  who  profess  them¬ 
selves  the  disciples  of  our  common  master.  After  meet¬ 
ing  we  read  the  sacred  scriptures  —  our  conversation 
some  part  of  the  time,  was  as  becometh  Christians.  I 
lament  with  the  deepest  humility  that  I  do  not  pay  such 
sacred  regard  at  all  times  to  holy  seasons  as  I  ought. 

April  12.  This  morning  I  arose  with  the  sun.  I  read 
two  sections  in  “Addison’s  Evidence  of  the  Christian  Re¬ 
ligion.”  The  Remainder  of  this  day  I  have  past  delight¬ 
fully;  the  hours  from  three  till  sunset  alone  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  Pickman,'*  sweet  saint.  Our  conversation  on  reli¬ 
gious  subjects  without  gloom,  and  free  from  a  shadow  of 
superstition.  I  think  myself  particularly  fortunate,  that 
I  have  such  a  friend  lent  me  —  may  her  early  piety,  her 
sweet  temper  and  disposition  be  copied  in  my  life  and 
manners.  This  evening  we  spent  in  the  manner  recom¬ 
mended  to  us  by  our  spiritual  Instructor.  A  small  num¬ 
ber  of  professing  Christians  met  in  my  chamber.  Mrs. 
Bartlett,®  ^Irs.  Abbot,®  Sally  and  Mary  SargeantJ  Mary 
and  Ann  Harrod,®  Anna  Willis,®  Mary  Sparhawk,'®  Eliza¬ 
beth  P[ickman]  and  myself ;  our  conversation  on  the  Per- 

4  Daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Leavitt)  Pickman, 
who  married  Daniel  Abbot,  a  distinguished  lax^'j’er  of  Nashua, 
and  died  in  Nashua,  Mar.  29,  1850. 

5  Margaret  (White),  wife  of  the  Hon.  Bailey  Bartlett,  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress,  and  with  a  long  career  as  sheriff  of  Essex 
County. 

6  Eunice  (Wales),  wife  of  the  Rev.  Abiel  Abbot,  pastor  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church. 

7  Mary  died  in  1808,  ae.  37  yrs.  and  Sally  died  in  1803,  ae. 
29  yrs.  Both  died  unmarried. 

8  Daughters  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Treat)  Harrod.  Ann  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  Boylston  Adams  of  Quincy  in  1805,  and  Mary 
married  William  Greenough  of  Boston,  in  1811. 

9  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Willis,  one  of  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  of  the  town.  She  married  Dr.  Aaron  Kinsman  of  Port¬ 
land  in  1802. 

10  Mary  Pepperrell  Sparhawk,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Betsey  (Bartlett)  Sparhawk,  married  Hon.  William  Jarvis  in 
1808,  and  lived  in  Weathersfield,  Vermont. 
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fections  of  Deity,  our  constant  dependence  and  what 
duties  are  required  of  us.  Mrs,  Bartlett  is  an  unfortu¬ 
nate,  amiable  woman;  on  sacred  subjects  she  is  too  en¬ 
thusiastic,  owing  I  think  to  her  imperfect  reason.  I 
never  look  at  her  but  the  most  serious  reflections  shade 
my  mind;  in  her  lucid  intervals  she  is  the  best  of  wives 
and  mothers,  but  her  extreme  liability  to  nervous  affec¬ 
tions  corrects  our  pleasure  even  in  her  best  moments  of 
self  collection.  !Mrs.  Abbot  has  every  grace  and  every 
virtue  for  her  portion  that  commands  esteem  and  admira¬ 
tion,  chearful  on  common  topics,  but  oh,  when  religion 
is  the  theme  how  animated  she  is;  her  eyes  are  the  her¬ 
alds  of  her  speech  and  beam  benignity  and  love  —  from 
her  conversation  in  the  hours  sacred  to  serious  reflections, 

I  expect  much  pleasure  and  improvement.  Sally  and 
Mary  Sargeant  are  good  girls,  I  am  too  partial  to  form 
a  just  judgment.  Mary  and  Ann  Harrod,  I  rank  among 
my  choicest  friends.  Mary  is  sensible,  correct  and  pos¬ 
sesses  uncommon  powers  of  entertainment;  her  piety  is 
ardent,  sometimes  almost  enthusiastic.  Ann,  the  graces 
of  her  person  which  seems  formed  by  natures  nicest  hand, 
are  excelled  by  the  graces  of  her  mind;  her  voice  is  har¬ 
mony,  and  her  conversation  discovers  sound  sense  and 
solid  judgment;  they  have  early  stept  forth  as  champions 
in  their  Redeemer’s  cause,  and  seem  to  deserve  more 
credit  as  they  had  not  in  their  own  family,  that  ‘‘living 
law”.  Example  to  animate  and  influence  them.  Ann  Wil¬ 
lis  is  a  girl  of  sterling  sense.  I  can  scarcely  tell  which 
preponderates  in  my  opinion,  the  goodness  of  her  heart, 
or  the  excellency  of  her  understanding.  Mary  Sparhawk 
is  made  up  of  gentleness  and  love ;  her  life  has  been  short 
but  mark’d  by  some  circumstances  peculiarly  distressing, 
but  she  has  lx)me  adversity  with  cheerful  resignation  the 
remainder  of  her  days,  I  hope  she  will  have  occasion  to 
rejoice  in  prosperity.  Thus  have  I,  impartially,  I  think 
drawn  the  picture  of  the  little  group  who  have  determined 
to  pass  one  evening  in  every  week  in  the  contemplation 
of  Heavenly  and  divine  things. 

April  13.  The  weather  this  morning  was  uncommonly 
disagreeable;  the  wind  from  the  southeast.  I  have  so 
much  health,  it  is  almost  wicked  for  me  to  complain  of 
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wind  and  weather,  but  I  confess  with  all  humility  that 
mj  cheerfulness  depends  too  much  on  sunshine,  and 
though  my  nerves  are  not  very  finely  attenuated  yet  I 
feel  an  east  wind  in  every  vein.  A  walk  with  Elizabeth 
seemed  to  reanimate  me;  we  ]iassed  some  time  with  my 
husband  at  his  office,  my  tranquility  was  compleat,  there 
is  so  much  complacency  in  his  smile,  so  much  piety  in 
his  eye  that  the  gloom  on  my  mind,  must  be  two  fold 
darkness  when  his  presence  ceases  to  enliven  me.  In  our 
ramble  this  morning  we  past  an  hour  with  my  Grand¬ 
mother^^  —  infirmities  are  “thick  upon  her”,  and  I  think 
I  may  venture  to  add  “she  knows  it  not” ;  her  bodily 
health  has  suffer’d  scarcely  any  interruption  for  many 
years,  but  her  strength  of  mind  is  reduced  almost  to  an 
infant’s  weakness.  The  traces  of  former  beauty  are  still 
visible ;  her  eye  is  bright  and  mild,  and  has  part  of  the 
same  charming  expression  which  her  Heavenly  Father 
smil’d  when  he  gave  her  —  but  a  beautiful  fabric  in  ruins 
must  excite  the  most  melancholy  sensation  in  every  re¬ 
flecting  mind.  We  spent  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  at  Mr. 
Harrod’s ;  their  family  have  recovered  that  serenity  which 
was  greatly  interrupted  by  the  death  of  little  James,  much 
sooner  that  I  feared!  Mrs.  Harrod  has  great  powers  of 
entertainment,  a  considerable  share  of  original  wit,  and 
full  of  anecdote.  The  subjects  of  conversation  were  vari¬ 
ous.  This  evening  Mr.  Osgood^ ^  deliver’d  Elizabeth  let¬ 
ters  from  Salem,  fill’d  with  incidents  various.  That 
which  seems  most  deeply  to  interest  is  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  our  two  cousins,  John  Pickering  and  Sally  White. 
John  is  one  of  the  finest  of  men  with  great  natural  parts, 
improved  by  every  advantage  which  education  can  give. 
Sally  has  passed  her  days  in  the  shade  of  retirement  but 
even  these  many  virtues  and  graces  have  ripened  to  per¬ 
fection;  she  has  every  quality  necessary  for  a  good  wife, 

11  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Peaslee  Sargent,  who  was  a  sister  of  Tim¬ 
othy  Pickering,  and  had  married,  first.  Rev.  Dudley  Leavitt.  She 
died  in  Haverhill,  Jan.  30,  1805. 

12  Isaac  Osgood  of  North  Andover,  one  time  Clerk  of  the 
Courts  for  the  County  of  Essex.  He  brought  the  news  of  the 
engagement  of  John,  son  of  Col.  Timothy  Pickering,  who  be¬ 
came  an  eminent  philologist,  and  Sally  White,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Sarah  (Leavitt)  White  of  Salem. 
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and  the  gentlemen  of  New  England  are  so  domestic,  that 
it  is  much  more  important  a  woman  should  shine  in  the 
nursery,  than  in  learned  dispositions,  which  are  not  al¬ 
ways  profitable,  and  she  is  certainly  much  more  lovely 
in  the  discharge  of  duties  wEich  Heaven  and  Nature  point 
out  for  the  sex  than  in  aping  that  monster  which  Mary 
Walstomwaft  has  dress’d  in  a  woman’s  garb.  I  think  this 
piece  of  intelligence,  of  intended  union  of  our  two  cou¬ 
sins,  has  lighted  up  a  spark  of  almost  youthful  fire  in 
the  countenance  of  my  grandmother;  the  happiness  of 
her  children  is  very  near  her  heart,  and  anxiety  for  their 
welfare  is  more  alive  than  any  other  feeling.  Eliza  men¬ 
tions  in  her  letter  the  death  of  old  Mr.  Curwen,^^  he  has 
descended  to  the  grave  full  of  years,  like  a  shock  of 
corn  fully  ripe.  I  believe  he  enjoy’d  much,  for  “by  rea¬ 
son  of  strength”  he  numbered  twenty  years  more  than  his 
“Threescore  and  ten” ;  yet  their  strength  was  not  “labour 
and  sorrow” — a  youth  of  temperance  prepared  for  him 
the  pleasures  of  a  green  old  age. 

April  14.  The  weather  this  morning  was  fine;  if  I 
were  romantic,  the  situation  in  w’hich  I  live,  and  the  joy¬ 
ful  song  of  birds  this  charming  day  might  also  incline 
me  to  poetry,  but  the  muses  never  honor  me  with  a  visit, 
and  I  am  too  proud  and  too  indolent  to  solicit  their  smile. 

April  15.  The  sun  rose  this  morning  with  more  than 
common  brightness,  yet  the  weather  is  still  unusually 
cold;  but  when  everything  is  tranquil  within,  even  the 
winds  of  April  have  not  the  power  to  disturb  us.  This 
morning  I  had  a  visit  from  Mrs.  Abbot;  her  presence  at 
all  seasons  welcome  to  me,  today  it  was  particularly  so; 
she  came  the  welcome  messenger  of  her  husband’s  con¬ 
sent  to  have  the  sermon  published  which  he  delivered  last 
Sabbath,  on  the  death  of  Sally  Ayer;  it  was  at  the  par¬ 
ticular  request  of  the  females  of  his  flock;  I  consider  it 
one  among  the  greatest  blessings  which  concur  to  render 
my  situation  in  life  delightful  that  I  can  call  him  my 
pastor — he  is  the  kind  of  preacher  Cowper  would  describe 
when  he  says,  Paul  should  direct  him — I  have  many  rea¬ 
sons  to  love  Mr.  Abbot — our  acquaintance  began  in  early 

13  Samuel  Curwen,  the  Loyalist,  who  went  to  England  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolution,  but  returned  to  Salem  after  the  peace. 
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life,  when  everything  pleased;  each  succeeding  year  has 
given  him  a  higher  station  in  my  friendship  than  the  last. 
He  married  me,  and  I  think  I  subscribed  to  the  solemn 
words  love,  honor  and  cherish,  with  more  confidence  than 
if  any  other  had  pronounced  them.  This  afternoon  I  shall 
spend  at  my  Grandmother’s.  I  have  no  expectation  of 
much  enjojTnent,  as  there  will  probably  be  a  mixed  com¬ 
pany.  .  .  .  This  afternoon,  as  I  expected,  passed  without 
much  rational  enjoyment;  my  Grandmother  has  not  her 
usual  health,  was  less  talkative,  consequently  less  agree¬ 
able  than  commonly,  for  though  I  have  in  a  former  page 
lamented  the  infirmities  of  her  mind,  yet  there  is  still  so 
much  vigor  remaining,  that  at  times  even  now  she  is  a 
most  chaiTning  companion.  I  am  not  certain  but  her  very 
weaknesses  bind  her  nearer  to  my  heart  while  reason  holds 
her  throne,  and  memory,  precious  storehouse,  remains 
unimpaired;  the  gratitude  I  owe  her  will  be  written  as 
with  the  point  of  a  diamond,  on  the  living  “tablets  of 
my  heart”  cast  upon  her  tenderness  at  an  age  when  I 
most  wanted  ])rotection ;  I  every  day  experienced  it.  I 
scarcely  know  the  value  of  my  parents  for  I  was  too 
young  to  realize  my  loss  when  they  breathed  their  last 
farewells  in  this  checquered  world;  and  so  sweetly  did 
my  Grandmother  watch  my  helpless  childhood  that  on 
my  account  I  had  never  any  reason  to  regret  their  early 
death.  On  theirs  I  have  every  reason  to  rejoice,  for  so 
great  was  their  catalogue  of  living  virtues,  I  humbly  hope 
they  are  “Saints  in  Heaven.” 

April  16.  Good  Friday.  This  day  is  not  observed  by 
all  Christians.  I  am  told  the  Roman  Catholics  keep  it 
as  a  solemn  fast.  I  can’t  tell  why  their  good  example  in 
this  particular  is  not  more  generally  followed — perhaps 
it  is  objected  that  it  has  never  been  made  a  matter  of 
certainty,  that  this  is  the  very  day  on  which  our  Re¬ 
deemer  suffered;  but  as  it  cannot  certainly  be  denied, 
and  that  he  has  suffered  and  died,  we  all  believe  why 
should  not  this  day  which  many  Christians  have  agreed 
on  be  observed  by  all  ?  but  my  reasoning  would  be  weak 
as  an  infants  opposed  to  stiff  heads  and  emptv  hearts, 
who  insist  so  much  on  calculations  nice;  T  can  say  for 
my  own  part,  I  hail’d  the  light  of  this  moiming  with  feel- 
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ings  peculiarly  solemnized.  This  day  I  have  passed  at 
home  with  Elizabeth;  this  is  the  fourth  day  we  have 
watched  every  hour  for  Eliza — this  is  the  “ho|>e  deferred 
which  maketh  sick  the  heart.” 

April  17.  I  have  with  Sally  Sargeant  been  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  get  a  subscription  for  publishing  the  Sermon,  Mr. 
Abbot  addressed  to  the  young;  we  have  succeeded  far  be¬ 
yond  my  expectations,  but  ’tis  an  unthankful  oflB^ce ;  some 
Avho  subscribed  ten  cents  for  this  excellent  discourse  ap¬ 
peared  to  do  it  with  the  air  of  one  about  conferring  a 
great  favor — ah  thought  I,  what  a  paltry  sum.  We  called 
on  Mrs.  Bartlett,  she  appeared  delighted  with  our  errand, 
and  conversed  with  all  that  energy  which  particularly 
marks  her  conversation  on  subjects  of  religion.  We  past 
half  an  hour  pleasantly  with  Mrs.  Ben  Willis;  she  shines 
in  the  hours  of  sickness,  and  distress.  She  is  very  high 
in  my  good  opinion;  if  she  were  equally  yoked  in  life  I 
know  few  women  I  should  think  more  respectable;  to  be 
sure  the  disagreeable  qualities  of  her  husband  do  not  de¬ 
tract  from  her  merit,  but  it  seems  a  reflection  on  her 
taste,  that  she  should  chose  such  a  companion  to  brave 
the  storms  of  life;  poor  girl,  I  believe  the  most  trying 
storms  she  has  ever  encountered  are  those  which  some¬ 
times  gather  on  his  angry  brow.  I  rejoice  that  the  knot 
which  binds  me,  was  not  tied  with  any  mercenary  feel¬ 
ings,  and  that  my  heart  is  under  the  same  sweet  subjec¬ 
tion  as  my  hand ;  this,  according  to  the  modern  notions 
of  marriage,  might  seem  strange  language,  from  one  who 
has  seen  the  revolution  of  more  than  forty  moons,  since 
that  waxed,  and  waned,  which  lovers  call  the  honey-moon ; 
it  is  nevertheless  the  language  of  my  soul.  I  was  mar¬ 
ried  with  very  few  romantic  notions  of  happiness;  I  had 
read  ^[adam  Roubignes’  excellent  letter  to  her  daughter 
too  often,  and  with  too  much  attention,  to  suppose  that 
my  husband  would  prove  an  exception  to  her  general  rule 
that  “there  is  a  delusion  in  them  which  cannot  abide  with 
possession”;  I  expected  that  like  many  other  excellent 
good  men,  the  attentions  of  the  lover,  would  be  lost,  or 
at  least  abated  in  the  husband — ^but  I  did  not  calculate 
as  I  ought;  I  can  join  with  Madam  Roubigne,  “I  pray 
to  be  made  a  better  wife,  when  I  would  say  a  more  “be- 
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loved  one,  my  utterance  fails  me  for  a  word” —  This 
is  the  birthday  of  my  lord  and  master ;  today  he  has  num¬ 
bered  thirty  seven  years ;  some  wrinkles  appear ;  may  they 
never  be  channels  for  any  tears,  but  those  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  in  prosperity,  mild  pity  for  the  sufferings  of 
another;  or  of  meek  resignation  in  his  own  affliction — 
some  white  hairs  too,  are  mixed  with  the  few,  w'hich  shade 
his  precious  head;  the  little  beauty  which  I  once  pos¬ 
sessed  is  fast  fading  too,  but  I  know  I  am  not  losing  my 
station  in  his  esteem,  his  love,  Elizabeth  and  myself 
drank  tea  this  afternoon  with  our  Grandmother. 

April  18.  I  must  follow  the  counsel  of  my  Instructor, 
and  shun  vain  conversation  and  books  which  are  usher’d 
into  the  world  under  the  title  of  novels ;  I  have  been  fool¬ 
ish  enough  to  seek  such  books  with  avidity,  and  have  shed 
those  tears  for  Clementina’s  or  Clarissa’s  woes;  which 
should  have  flow’d  for  my  own  follies ;  If  I  do  not  flatter 
myself,  my  relish  for  such  foolish  tales  is  greatly  abated ; 
they  are  calculated  to  soften,  but  not  correct  the  heart; 
they  cheat  us  of  tears  for  fictitious  sorrow;  which  are 
due  to  the  maimed,  the  halt,  and  the  blind,  objects  which 
real  life  each  passing  day  presents  to  our  views.  My 
resolution  at  present  is  to  read  no  more  such  idle  stories. 
This  day  has  been  uncommonly  peaceful  to  me  till  this 
afternoon ;  we  had  an  interesting  visitor ;  I  do  not  like 
visits  on  the  sabbath ;  we  have  all  sufficient  to  attend  to 
at  home;  and  those  who  are  so  idle  as  to  neglect  such 
duties  are  not  among  those  I  should  choose  for  my  com¬ 
panions  on  any  day;  much  less  on  the  sabbath,  and  such 
are  the  very  busy  bodies  who  interrupt  the  hours,  sacred 
to  religious  retirement.  Sally  Sargeant,  Elizabeth,  and 
myself  passed  a  pleasant  evening;  our  conversation  on 
the  duties  of  each  passing  day  particularly  the  sabbath; 
we  lamented  the  coldness  with  which  we  perform  every 
duty,  and  the  imperfection  which  attends  our  best  ser¬ 
vices.  Caleb  Brooks  LeBosquet^^  and  wife  were  pro¬ 
posed  to  join  the  church  this  afternoon;  peculiarly  hard 
have  been  the  duties  of  this  excellent  young  man;  the 

14  He  was  son  of  John  and  Sarah  LeBosquet,  French  neu¬ 
trals,  born  in  Nantucket  in  1770 ;  married  Olivia  Lampson  in 
Haverhill  in  1799 ;  and  died  there  in  1845,  aged  75  years. 
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From  a  portrait  in  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute 
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reformation  of  a  profligate  father  is  a  singular  and  difla- 
cult  task;  he  has  almost  accomplished  it,  yet  has  always 
treated  him  with  delicacy,  and  the  most  perfect  respect, 
he  has  rare  talents;  I  like  everything  I  have  ever  heard  of 
him;  he  will,  or  I  greatly  mistake,  be  a  good  soldier,  in 
that  Christian  warfare,  in  which  he  is  now  enlisted,  his 
wife  is  an  amiable,  modest  woman ;  I  rejoice  in  this  addi¬ 
tion  to  our  little  church. 

April  19th.  Today  the  weather  has  been  extremely 
pleasant;  Elizabeth  has  gone  to  Plastow  with  Sally  Sar- 
geant.  I  am  in  my  chamber  alone;  a  situation  very 
pleasant  and  familiar  to  me.  I  fancy  few  persons  who 
have  number’d  only  twenty  six  years  have  passed  so  many 
of  them  alone — but  they  are  not  tedious  to  me  yet ;  I  am 
naturally  social,  cheerful,  and  sometimes  gay.  This  love 
of  solitude  may  possibly  grow  into  a  habit,  and  render 
me  disagreeable  to  my  friends  to  whom  I  owe  much.  The 
very  title  of  Zimmerman’s  elegant  treatise  on  solitude 
has,  I  have  been  told,  prevented  some  modern  fine  ladies 
from  reading  it;  poor  souls,  they  can  never  know  how 
much  they  have  lost,  therefore  are  not  subjects  of  pity; 
indeed  I  question  whether  the  perusal  of  these  pages 
could  afford  entertainment  to  any  one  who  could  not  read 
the  title  page  without  alarm.  In  my  humble  opinion, 
Zimmerman  is  a  charming  writer;  his  periods  to  equal 
honor  to  his  head  and  heart,  and  convey  equal  instruc¬ 
tion  to  his  readers;  he  writes  like  an  unfortunate,  not  a 
disappointed  man,  and  appears  as  far  from  a  misanthrope, 
as  any  writer  on  fashionable  life  and  manners.  This 
morning  I  sent  my  little  pensioner*®  to  school;  I  find 
this  little  object  grows  every  day  nearer  to  my  heart;  I 
am  partial  no  doubt,  but  I  think  I  discover  in  this  rising 
cherub  all  the  graces  and  virtues  which  adorn  her  sex; 
her  understanding  is  far  beyond  her  years;  her  memory 
retentive,  her  sensibility  exquisite;  the  graces  of  her  per¬ 
son  I  mention  last,  as  of  least  importance;  but  if  a  just 
judgment  can  be  formed  from  her  infant  features,  she 
will  have  sufficient  beauty  to  please;  all  beyond  is  unnec¬ 
essary  and  often  dangerous.  ’Twas  a  seeming  accident 

15  Was  this  Nancy  Gay,  who  was  reared  in  the  family  of 
Ichabod  Tucker? 
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that  brought  this  gem  to  light  for  she  was  born  in  the 
dark  scenes  of  guilt  and  poverty.  Her  musical  talents 
at  first  recommended  her;  to  see  such  a  poor  little  miser¬ 
able  dance  and  sing  was  a  proof  of  the  equal  distributions 
of  providence ;  the  child  of  a  king  could  not  have  appear’d 
happier,  yet  ’twas  affecting,  it  reminded  one  of  the  poor 
widow  who  sang  gay  ballads  through  the  street,  to  col¬ 
lect  money  for  the  burial  of  her  husband. 

April  20th.  This  day  my  husband  has  gone  to  court, 
his  absence  always  casts  a  dark  shade  over  all  our  home 
bred  pleasures;  but  his  business  makes  it  frequently  his 
duty  to  be  from  home;  these  little  absenses  heighten  the 
pleasure  which  his  society  gives.  Sally  Sargeant  passed 
this  forenoon  with  us,  she  is  a  good  girl,  our  conversation 
as  always  appears  most  pleasant  to  her,  in  solemn  truths ; 
Betsey  read  aloud  to  us  the  leaves  of  this  book,  blotted 
with  things  insignificant;  she  is  such  a  partial  girl;  par¬ 
tial  even  to  my  foibles;  that  she  thought  these  dull  pages 
might  amuse  a  passing  hour;  we  might  have  spent  it 
much  more  profitable,  but  we  do  not  always  improve  as 
we  ought  each  moment  as  it  passes.  Sally  Sargeant  and 
myself  spent  an  hour  this  afternoon  with  Sally  Eames; 
disease  is  making  slow  but  certain  progress  on  her  ten¬ 
der  frame;  her  eye  is  mild,  bright,  penetrating,  but  ’tis 
that  kind  of  brightness  which  too  surely  marks  that  it 
will  too  soon  be  closed  forever.  !Mary  White^®  partook 
tea  with  us.  She  is  one  of  the  few  near  relatives  which 
Heaven  has  lent,  and  she  has  been  in  some  degree  es¬ 
tranged  from  me  by  an  unhappy  disagreement  between 
her  mother  and  myself ;  I  lament  any  difference  in  a  fam¬ 
ily  ;  nothing  can  be  more  disgraceful ;  I  have  thought  my 
temper  peaceful,  blit  by  a  concurrence  of  unfortunate 
circumstances,  I  have  been  involved  in  one  unhappy  in¬ 
stance;  it  is  easy  to  plead  guiltless  to  one  who  cannot 
search  the  heart;  in  family  quarrels  as  well  as  all  others 
both  parties  are  generally  in  fault,  we  owe  too  partial 
judges  of  ourselves,  and  too  apt  to  form  an  unjust  judg¬ 
ment  of  others.  Mary  White  has  I  think  improved  very 

16  Mary  Wliite,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Haynes)  White,  born  in  Methuen  in  1784.  She  was  sister  of 
Daniel  Appleton  WTiite  of  Salem. 
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much  in  the  course  of  the  last  year  in  her  mind  and  man¬ 
ners;  I  am  pleased  with  many  of  her  observations,  they 
savour  of  piety  and  benevolence,  we  passed  the  twilight 
in  sober  chat. 

April  21st.  Elizabeth  and  I  passed  this  forenoon  with¬ 
out  a  third  person,  and  without  interruption  except  of 
the  domestic  kind.  These  are  golden  days,  I  grudge  them 
as  they  pass  so  swiftly,  I  shall  too  soon  lose  the  society 
of  Elizabeth ;  what  a  blank  will  the  loss  of  her  sprightly 
conversation  occasion  in  my  enjoyment,  she  has  been  so 
long  with  me  and  seems  so  interwoven  with  all  my  plans 
of  happiness,  they  will  seem  of  but  little  worth  without 
her;  but  her  father  has  higher  claims;  I  owe  him  much 
for  his  indulgence  in  sparing  her  so  long  for  she  is  al¬ 
most  the  only  prop  which  Heaven  has  left  him  whereon 
to  lean  in  his  declining  days;  and  I  know  he  sacrifices 
much  when  he  loses  her  from  his  presence;  I  had  quite 
a  girlish  ramble  this  afternoon  with  Sally  and  Mary  Sar- 
geant;  and  Betsey  Wales  but  by  the  fatigue  I  feel  in 
every  bone,  I  find  I  am  not  so  young  as  I  was  once,  when 
such  rural  pastime  afforded  so  much  delight.  I  have 
hunted  every  field  for  evergreen  to  deck  my  humble  dwell¬ 
ing;  I  shall  be  as  fine  as  an  Indian  Queen  against  the 
return  of  her  Husband;  anything  to  make  his  home  plea¬ 
sant  to  him.  I  am  proud  to  believe  it  will  need  no  new 
ornament  for  him,  while  I  smile  a  welcome.  We  call’d 
this  afternoon  on  an  old  woman  in  extreme  ]X)verty,  who 
has  long  been  acquainted  in  our  family,  and  on  that  ac¬ 
count  feels  privileg’d  to  talk  as  much  as  she  pleases;  I 
listen’d  to  her  talk  of  sorrow  and  pitied  that  poverty 
which  I  have  not  the  power  to  relieve.  I  would  have 
done  all  that  Sterne  did  with  all  his  fine  feelings  I  would 
have  ‘‘bid  God  bless  her”  but  that  would  not  have  satis¬ 
fied  present  hunger.  It  is  well  to  visit  the  abodes  of 
poverty  sometimes,  it  should  teach  us  that  the  wants  of 
simple  nature  are  few  and  should  excite  gratitude  that 
our  portion  is  allotted  us  under  circumstances  more  com¬ 
fortable;  I  was  pleased  to  see  in  this  obscure  dwelling, 
a  very  decent  bible.  We  drank  tea  with  Grandmama 

17  Betsey  Wales  was  probably  sister  of  Eunice,  wife  of  Rev. 
Abiel  Abbot. 
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and  to  divert  her,  related  the  adventures  of  the  after¬ 
noon;  not  visionary  to  be  sure  like  Don  Quixote’s  but  I 
fancy  we  were  as  much  subdued  by  fatigue  as  he  was 
after  his  battle  with  the  windmill ;  we  told  her  of  our 
visit  to  the  old  lady,  and  gave  her  some  anecdotes  which 
she  related  to  us  of  her  youthful  days  which  excited  con¬ 
siderable  mirth ;  we  lamented  her  poverty  and  agreed  that 
the  indigent  world  might  be  cloathed  from  the  trimmings 
of  the  “vain,”  but  who  will  set  the  example,  to  eurtail  a 
skirt  or  sacrifice  a  feather,  that  the  hungry  may  be  fed 
and  the  naked  cloathed.  I  passed  this  day  alone  with 
Elizabeth,  a  few  passing  friends  called  on  us,  compli¬ 
ments  exchanged  with  more  civility  than  sincerity,  but 
courtesy  is  almost  a  virtue,  and  it  is  well  to  conform  to 
the  rules  of  good  breeding  where  they  do  not  infringe  on 
truth,  it  wont  do  to  be  quakers  quite,  unless  we  are  will¬ 
ing  to  wear  their  broad  brimmed  hats,  and  plain  lawn 
caps;  no  matter  for  the  cut  and  color  of  our  garments, 
if  we  but  copy  their  peaceable  temper  in  our  lives  and 
conversations;  there  are  many  tennets  in  the  religion  of 
the  Quakers  which  I  approve ;  there  are  some  among  their 
few  ceremonies  exceedingly  impressive;  their  marriages 
are  solemn  beyond  any  others  I  have  ever  observed,  they 
pledge  their  faith  before  such  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  that 
they  seem  bound  by  a  triple  tie;  their  sweet  charity  to 
the  unfortunate,  will  fill  a  bright  page  for  them  in  Hea¬ 
ven’s  Register.  We  spent  this  forenoon  with  our  grand¬ 
mother,  her  affection,  and  infirmities  give  her  a  great 
claim  to  much  of  our  time ;  I  have  not  seen  her  so  chear- 
ful  for  many  days — our  conversation  was  trifling;  I  wish 
it  was  worth  remembering — ^but  such  as  it  was,  she  was 
amused  and  to  ligfit  up  a  smile  in  her  face,  while  under 
the  oppression  of  disease — is  of  considerable  worth  and 
importance. 

April  24.  This  day  has  passed  very  rapidly;  I  have 
been  shopping  with  Elizabeth,  thus  my  poor  husband 
toils  days  for  what  his  vain  wife  spends  in  an  hour,  but 
he  is  so  indulgent,  he  grudges  no  cost  to  gratify  her  pride. 
We  call’d  on  Haney  Harrod  with  pleasure  which  I  can¬ 
not  express;  I  greet  her  returning  health;  sweet  girl,  she 
has  suffered  much,  but  her  piety  checks  the  rising  mur- 
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mur  in  sickness  or  health,  in  society  or  retirement,  she 
is  most  lovely  among  the  loveliest  of  her  sex;  were  I, 
as  Sir  Clement  Willoughby  says,  a  marrying  man,  I 
should  prefer  her  with  only  her  personal  property  to  al¬ 
most  any  other — with  the  world  for  a  dowry.  .  .  .  My 
heart  would  incline  me  to  stay  at  home  with  my  little 
pensioner  who  has  two  ronijiing  companions  to  frolic  with 
her.  I  should  not  interrupt  them  for  I  am  extremely  well 
calculated  to  sport  with  little  children ;  they  are  at  least 
harmless  company  and  not  at  all  times  uninstructive — 
important  to  the  task  of  those  who  have  the  charge  of 
them;  it  is  a  burden  pleasingly  oppressive  on  my  mind, 
to  train  up  one  little  heir  of  immortality.  She  promises 
at  present  to  reward  all  my  labours  of  love. 

April  25.  The  sacred  rites  of  this  hallowed  day  has  not 
been  interrupted  by  company  or  unnecessary  employ¬ 
ment.  I  have  attended  meeting  all  day.  Parson  Thayer 
of  Kingston  led  us  in  our  devotions;  I  dined  alone  with 
my  husband ;  his  society  always  prevents  the  wish  for 
any  other ;  today  after  six  days  absence  it  was  particu¬ 
larly  grateful.  Dudley  PickmaiP”  came  this  afternoon 
for  Elizabeth ;  I  was  glad  to  see  Dudley,  tho’  the  errand 
on  which  he  came  must  sadly  interrupt  my  domestic  hap¬ 
piness.  He  is  a  sensible  well  informed  young  man,  had 
his  education  such  as  his  father  in  more  prosperous  days 
would  have  bestowed ;  he  would  I  think  have  shone  among 
the  first  of  his  Country’s  sons.  Betsey  doats  on  him 
with  unutterable  fondness;  but  it  is  not  strange,  no 
doubt  he  is  much  endeared,  since  Death  broke  in  on  their 
little  Orphan  circle,  and  robb’d  them  of  a  brother;  a 
brother  too  most  tenderly  lieloved,  the  virtues  of  this 
unfortunate  boy  will  live  in  my  memory  till  time  shall 
write  stop,  on  the  pulsations  of  my  heart.  The  sad  stroke 
which  deprived  him  of  Ix^ing,  bound  the  brother  and 
sister  which  was  sjiar’d;  bound  them  to  each  other  and 
to  their  remaining  parent  by  stronger  ties  of  love.  The 
morning  of  Elizabeth’s  days  has  been  overcast;  but  her 

18  Son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Leavitt)  Pickman.  Mrs. 
Pickman  was  daughter  of  Rev.  Dudley  and  Mary  (Pickering) 
Leavitt.  The  Piclonans  had  a  son  William,  who  w'as  drowned 
at  sea  from  one  of  Capt.  Stephen  Phillips’  vessels,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one. 
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prospects  of  futurity  are  bright;  there  is  a  friend  which 
sticketh  closer  than  a  brother,  it  has  been  her  fortune 
to  select  such  an  one,  as  promises  a  realization  of  all  the 
joys  of  domestic  life;  it  will  be  her  brightest  ambition 
to  shine  as  a  good  wife  and  if  I  am  not  too  partial  to 
form  a  just  judgment  I  think  she  has  every  property 
necessary  for  such  an  honorable  and  imj)ortant  station ; 
the  habits  of  economy  she  has  acquired  in  our  cottage 
on  the  hill  she  will  find  very  useful  if  her  husband  should 
be  a  poor  man,  and  if  fortune  should  crown  him  with 
all  her  honors,  they  will  not  even  then  be  disgraceful. 

April  26th.  I  were  ungrateful  to  murmur,  tho’  I  re¬ 
main  alone  of  all  my  domestic  circle,  for  high  health 
paints  my  cheek  and  my  reason  remains  without  inter¬ 
ruption  and  even  this  dull  day  has  been  distinguished  by 
some  circumstances  particularly  animating.  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  to  shake  hands  with  a  friend  very  dear  to 
me,  whom  I  have  not  seen  for  many  months;  I  have  had 
the  happiness  to  see  that  health  illumine  every  feature 
in  his  fine  face  though  since  I  last  saw  him  he  has  been 
so  much  reduced  by  sickness  that  faint  hopes  were 
scarcely  cherished  of  his  recovery.  I  met  him  today  with 
more  than  usual  pleasure  tho  the  welcome  he  always  re¬ 
ceives  from  me  comes  warm  from  the  heart;  except  my 
husband  and  my  brother,  there  is  not  of  all  his  sex,  one 
so  high  in  my  esteem;  some  circumstances  mark’d  our 
early  friendship,  which  secures  it  on  the  best  foundation. 
Today  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Eliza  written  with 
her  usual  ease  and  dictated  by  her  never  dying  love. 
Eliza  expresses  her  own  and  the  wishes  of  my  friends 
that  I  should  vis^  Exeter;  my  heart  has  not  any  share 
in  thus  long  estranging  myself  from  them ;  there  are 
many  circumstances  which  render  Exeter,  and  my  friends 
there,  particularly  dear  to  me.  I  cannot  look  back  upon 
any  period  of  my  life  with  more  pleasure  than  the  days 
I  have  passed  there.  Remembering  what  I  then  was,  my 
friends  would  not  receive  all  the  pleasure  from  my  soci¬ 
ety  which  they  promise  themselves;  I  could  not  laugh 
away  as  I  did  then  the  rosey  hours;  the  mirth  which  was 
perfectly  innocent  in  a  gay  girl  of  sixteen,  would  ill  be¬ 
come  a  wife  of  six  and  twenty ;  my  chearfulness  remains 
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unabated,  and  I  would  cultivate  it  as  a  Christian  virtue; 
but  there  is  a  difference  between  chearfulness  and  gaiety ; 

I  prefer  the  former;  it  is  most  steady  and  renders  us 
most  pleasant  to  others. 

April  27.  I  have  felt  Elizabeth’s  absence  every  mo¬ 
ment  of  this  long  day,  but  I  begin  to  be  more  reconciled 
to  it,  she  has  superior  duties  to  discharge  at  home;  in  my 
husband’s  absence  her  society  seemed  particularly  neces¬ 
sary  to  cheer  the  still  seriousness  of  my  little  cottage — 
she  is  extremely  well  qualitied  for  the  humble  sphere  in 
which  1  move;  on  subject  of  importance,  our  feelings 
are  similar — in  religious  truths  we  perfectly  accord  and 
it  affords  me  great  jileasure  in  retrospect,  that  such  truths 
were  most  frequently  discussed  by  us.  I  think  I  never 
enjoy’d  so  much  from  her  society  as  in  this  last  visit; 
she  seems  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  to  have  given  up 
the  follies  and  vanities  of  the  world,  and  lives  as  w’e 
shall  all  wish  we  had  lived  when  we  come  to  die;  I  have 
today  attended  a  lecture ;  Mr.  Tomkins  officiated ;  I  can¬ 
not  say  that  truths  divine  came  mended  from  his  tongue, 
I  doubt  not  but  his  heart  is  right,  but  his  manner  is  very 
unfortunate;  he  has  the  appt*arance  at  least,  of  affecta¬ 
tions  which  is  disagreeable  in  any  man.  My  grandmother 
has  certainly  but  few  ties  to  bind  her  to  earth ;  one  daugh¬ 
ter  and  a  very  few  grandchildren  are  the  only  props  w’hich 
remain,  compared  with  her  bright  hopes  of  eternity,  how 
feeble  are  these,  yet,  she  leans  on  them  with  unutterable 
fondness.  After  such  an  evening  as  the  last  I  past  with 
her  I  could  feel  almost  willing  that  her  spirit  should  be 
released.  Last  evening  was  set  apart  by  a  few  sisters  of 
our  church,  for  the  purpose  of  serious  conversation;  my 
grandmother  shone  in  the  circle ;  it  is  many  years  since 
I  have  seen  her  so  animated  her  heart  seemed  so  much  en¬ 
gaged  and  she  conversed  with  such  solemn  earnestness; 
as  fixed  the  attention  of  her  auditors. 

April  28th.  I  retired  to  rest  last  evening  wdth  a  heart 
so  light,  and  feelings  so  tranquilized,  that  my  repose  was 
more  than  commonly  refreshing  and  I  was  enabled  to 
rise  with  the  earliest  beams  of  the  sun.  I  breakfasted 
alone,  that  was  not  quite  so  pleasant,  give  me  a  compan¬ 
ion  in  my  journey  through  life  say  I,  every  agreeable  cir- 
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cumstance  in  life  would  be  but  half  enjoy’d  if  I  had  none 
to  participate.  Strange  that  celibacy  should  be  the  cry¬ 
ing  sin  of  the  age,  blind  to  their  own  happiness,  how  many 
live  on,  afraid  to  wear  the  chain  so  hard  to  be  dissolv’d, 
if  they  unite  from  jiroper  motives,  they  will  be  insensible 
of  the  bondage,  but  if  beauty  alone  seduces,  or  gold  al¬ 
lures,  it  will  “jirove  that  plague  of  iron”  which  the  poet 
sings.  To  relieve  my  mind  from  the  reflections  of  my 
solitary  meal,  I  call’d  Mary  Sargeant  and  went  with 
her  to  pay  Miss  Balch'®  a  morning  visit ;  here  every  un¬ 
pleasant  thought  vanished;  it  would  be  wicked  to  indulge 
any  gloomy  whim  in  Miss  Balch’s  ])resence.  much  plea¬ 
santer  to  listen  to  the  harmony  of  her  voice,  and  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  her  observations;  this  young  lady  who  has  passinl 
all  her  life  in  the  fashionable  world,  has  all  the  grace 
which  is  usually  acquired  there,  yet  she  is  as  simple  and 
unaffecteil  in  her  manners,  as  the  country  girls  among 
whom  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  dwell.  What  Lord  Or¬ 
ville  says  of  Evelina  may  with  great  propriety  be  applied 
to  her  “she  has  the  wisdom  of  an  angel  with  the  simpli¬ 
city  of  a  child,”  her  manners  form  a  contrast  too  strik¬ 
ing  to  pass  unnoticed,  to  some  young  ladies  with  whom 
I  have  seen  her;  ah,  thought  I,  how  do  you  gain  by  the 
comparison  with  “affectations  sickening  form” — but  she 
needs  no  foil — and  is  so  good  she  would  scarcely  be  will¬ 
ing  to  shine,  if  she  must  eclipse  the  lustre  of  others.  We 
met  with  Captain  Sargeant,"”  a  sailor,  his  manners  blunt 
yet  elegant,  I  love  sailors,  the  hardships  which  it  is  their 
lot  to  endure,  makes  them  oom])assionate  to  others,  their 
rough  unpolished  manner  is  their  jiride,  they  but  poorly 
conceal  a  heart,  inhabited  by  every  tender  mercy ;  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  are  the  kindest  husbands,  and  I  am  sure  they 
are  the  best  brothers  in  the  world.  Iffy  husband’s  brother 
in  law  Mr.  Vamunf“*  made  one  of  our  morning  party, 
his  manners  are  as  rude  as  a  sailor’s  and  1  believe  his 

19  She  was  probably  Mary,  daughter  of  Freeborn  Balch,  of 
Boston,  Beverly  and  Bradford. 

20  Charles  Lenox  Sargent,  son  of  Epes  Sargent,  was  a  sea 
captain  in  the  East  India  mercantile  service. 

21  John  Varnum,  a  highly  successful  lawyer,  married  Mary 
Cook  Saltonstall,  in  1806,  daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  and  Anna 
(White)  Saltonstall. 
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heart  is  as  kind.  I  like  him  very  much  there  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  something,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe 
in  his  conversation  which  makes  him  a  very  pleasant 
companion.  We  found  him  so  today,  in  our  ramble  on 
the  pleasant  banks  of  the  Merrimac.  The  weather  was 
fine  this  morning  and  tempted  us  to  stray — these  morning 
w'alks  are  a  great  indulgence,  and  I  believe  they  are 
healthful,  but  they  sadly  interrupt  the  business  of  the 
day,  the  mind  gets  so  dissipated,  it  is  no  easy  task  to 
discharge  the  humble  duties  of  domestic  life,  as  my  situa¬ 
tion  in  life  renders  the  discharge  of  such  duties  very  im¬ 
portant,  I  must  be  careful  not  too  often  to  be  tempted 
to  such  relaxations.  I  am  not  much  in  the  habit  of  gad¬ 
ding;  it  is  not  a  folly  which  easily  besets  me.  I  would 
not  on  any  account  lose  my  relish  for  society,  while  I 
am  in  the  world  1  would  participate  its  innocent  ])lea- 
sures,  but  not  be  engrossed  by  them. 

April  29.  The  morning  I  passed  in  my  garden,  it  pre¬ 
sents  at  present  but  a  dreary  prospect ;  it  wants  a  mas¬ 
ter's  hand,  all  I  can  do  is  to  take  care  of  the  plants  which 
ornament  this  little  spot,  and  even  for  the  cultivation  of 
these  1  wish  I  had  more  taste;  I  fancy  botany  is  a  study 
which  improves  the  heart,  as  well  as  the  mind,  a  man 
who  so  much  observed  the  world  of  nature  as  to  write 
“the  loves  of  the  plants,”  must  have  look’d  through  nature, 
up  to  natures  God.  Darwin  is  a  fanciful  writer;  his  sub¬ 
ject  gave  considerable  license  to  the  fact  one  might  ima¬ 
gine  that  his  plants  did  more  than  feel,  that  they  abso¬ 
lutely  breathed,  1  would  read  his  botanic  garden,  were 
it  only  for  the  pages  which  recite  the  story  of  “Eliza” ; 
a  tale  so  well  described  and  so  jiathetically  related,  is 
worth  more  time  than  is  necessary  for  reading  it.  Sally 
and  Mary  Sargeant  di’ank  tea  with  me  this  afternoon. 
Mr.  Abbot  call’d,  while  without  a  gossip  story,  we  were 
pleasantly  seated  round  the  tea  table,  he  is  at  all  times 
a  most  welcome  visitant,  no  tincture  of  gloom  or  super¬ 
stition,  appears  in  his  conversation  on  subjects  of  re¬ 
ligion.  Captain  Sargeant,  and  Mr.  Varnum  were  my 
guests,  beside  those  already  mentioned,  and  in  these  late 
days,  subjects  of  religion  are  not  I  believe  most  fashion¬ 
able,  among  our  gay  young  men,  our  conversation  this 
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evening,  was  moral,  and  innocently  gay.  Captain  Sar- 
geant  rises  higher  in  my  esteem  after  every  interview  he 
appears  to  have  a  great  share  of  native  good  sense,  and 
the  most  pleasant  wit  I  have  ever  observed,  this  last  is 
a  dangerous  quality  unless  under  the  direction  of  sound 
judgment,  which  does  not  always  accompany  it,  in  Cap¬ 
tain  Sargeant  they  appear  agreeably  blended ;  he  appears 
to  exercise  this  talent  for  defence,  never  for  offence,  on 
any  occasion.  Mr.  Varnum  was  agreeable  as  usual.  I 
do  not  dislike  his  blunt  manners,  though  they  have  given 
great  offence  to  some  of  our  modern  fine  ladies,  but  I  was 
bom  in  earlier  days  when  sincerity  was  a  virtue. 

April  30th.  I  have  much  reason  to  rejoice,  that  my 
lot  has  been  but  in  retirement,  the  bustle  of  the  great 
world,  would  have  ill  accorded  with  my  love  of  quiet, 
and  unambitious  feelings,  I  love  the  country,  the  simple 
manners  which  prevail  there,  approach  nearer  my  ideas 
of  elegance,  and  grace,  than  all  the  airs,  and  gestures  of 
the  town  bred  fair.  I  am  glad  I  was  born,  and  rear’d 
among  the  rustic  lasses,  as  somebody  says,  “when  I  say 
my  native  hill  and  brook,  I  speak  of  objects  which  are 
near  my  heart.”  Mary  and  Betsey  Harrod  was  with 
us  in  the  evening.  Mary  had  not  her  usual  spirits  I 
think;  she  conversed  but  little  and  with  less  engagedness 
than  common ;  she  is  generally  exceedingly  animated,  and 
a  most  intelligent  companion;  her  memory  is  retentive 
beyond  any  I  have  ever  known,  and  she  has  read  with  con¬ 
siderable  taste,  which  renders  her  society  improving  as 
well  as  pleasant.  Betsey’s  cheerfulness  never  fails,  yet 
she  appears  perfectly  innocent  in  her  mirth ;  ’tis  like  the 
frolic  of  little  children  her  hours  for  serious  reflection 
will  arrive,  she  is  young  yet,  and  passing  a  very  interest¬ 
ing  period  of  single  life;  not  the  most  friendly  to  sober 
thought;  she  is  on  the  whole  one  of  the  most  elegant 
women  I  have  ever  seen  and  what  gives  the  finishing 
charm  to  all  is  she  appears  entirely  unconscious  of  pos¬ 
sessing  any  extraordinary  gifts  or  graces,  her  face  is  not 
so  strictly  conformable  to  the  ideas  of  mathematical  pro¬ 
portion,  but  is  agreeable  in  the  extreme  and  has  that 
charming  expression  which  is  seldom  the  privilege  of  per¬ 
fect  beauty,  but  is  oftener  bestowed  on  us  to  preserve  in 


DIARY  OF  MARY  ORNE  TUCKER,  1802  325 

some  measure  the  balance  of  power.  Mr.  Harrod  is  re¬ 
markably  fortunate  in  his  children,  taken  collectively  I 
have  seldom  met  with  so  much  to  please  in  one  family 
circle.  We  past  this  last  evening  pleasantly,  sacred  music 
beguiled  sweetly  an  hour. 

ilay  1st.  Nothing  of  importance  has  marked  this  day, 
except  the  return  of  my  husband,  he  has  been  such  a 
stranger  of  late,  to  his  happy  home,  that  had  I  not  been 
certain  inclination  had  no  share  in  detaining  him,  I 
should  have  been  inclined  to  murmur;  his  happy  home  I 
say,  and  I  say  it  too  with  pride,  and  pleasure;  it  is  no 
small  compliment  to  my  own  abilities,  to  my  own  powers 
to  please,  my  temper  is  somewhat  wayward,  but  I  hope 
it  has  not  been  discovered  in  scenes  of  domestic  life,  to 
shine  as  a  good  wife  is  an  object  of  my  highest  ambition, 
there  are  many  humble  duties  to  fulfill  and  to  fulfill  them 
with  honor  and  chearfulness  is  a  consideration  which 
ought  not  to  be  beneath  the  notice  of  every  reflecting 
woman,  I  am  every  day  amply  repaid  for  all  my  endea¬ 
vors  to  please,  every  look  from  my  master  is  a  certificate 
of  my  success,  and  the  plaudit  of  my  own  conscience 
affords  sweet  peace,  Cowper  says  domestic  happiness  is 
the  only  bliss  of  paradise,  which  has  survived  the  fall, 
tho  few  now  taste  it  unimpaired  and  pure,  he  must  have 
been  one  of  the  happy  few,  everything  he  writes  seems 
to  come  warm  from  the  heart,  the  happiness  he  has  so 
sweetly  described  he  must  have  felt,  I  fancy  he  drew 
from  his  own  fireside,  I  think  I  recollect  more  than  once, 
in  his  “Task”  his  affectionate  mention  of  his  wife  he 
had  none  of  that  foolish  pride  which  Sterne  felt,  or  pre¬ 
tended  to  feel  on  the  subject  but  Sterne,  so  say  his  apoli- 
gists,  was  unequally  and  unfortunately  yoked;  his  wife 
had  none  of  that  fine  sensibility,  which  must  have  dic¬ 
tated  every  sentence  of  the  stories  of  Lefevre,  Maria,  the 
old  monk  and  the  abused  ass,  ’twas  unfortunate  that  with 
nerves  so  finely  attenuated  and  feelings  so  tremblingly 
alive,  it  should  be  the  fortune  of  Sterne  to  wed  from  sen¬ 
timents  of  gratitude  alone,  which,  though  one  of  the  best, 
feelings  of  which  our  natures  are  susceptible,  is  not  alone 
sufficient  for  the  ties  of  wedded  life,  it  would  seem  that 
Eliza  was  his  kindred  soul,  it  might  perhaps  been  more 
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fortunate  for  her  had  her  lot  been  cast  with  his,  I  can¬ 
not  quite  approve  their  love  friendships  they  were  ])leased 
to  stile,  it  is  not  the  only  time  that  sacred  road  has  been 
prostituted,  her  letters  are  not  exactly  such,  as  I  should 
think  j)roper  for  a  married  dame  to  address  to  any  others 
than  her  husband;  I  think  if  Eliza  had  loved  hers,  the 
raillerey  on  the  subject  of  his  death,  in  one  of  the  let¬ 
ters  of  her  friend,  must  have  afforded  her,  yet  she  seemed 
to  bear  the  joke  of  “puttiii"  on  an  old  mans  slipper”  with 
perfect  complacency.  He  was  1  think  with  many  faults, 
had  many  virtues  too,  his  faults  I  hope  are  blotted  from 
Heaven’s  register,  by  the  tear  of  the  ‘‘recording  angel.” 
His  sermons  do  him  no  credit,  they  are  tot)  fanciful. 
“His  Tristram  Shandy”  I  have  been  told  abounds  with 
wit,  but  I  was  early  advised  never  to  read  it,  by  one  whose 
word  was  my  law;  it  is  unfortunate  for  the  world  that 
his  great  genius  was  not  diverted  to  objects  of  more  im¬ 
portance,  his  profession  would  have  |>ointed  out  such,  but 
I  do  him  injustice  in  his  profession  was  the  object  of  his 
first  regard,  I  think  if  he  lived  in  these  days,  he  would 
not  be  the  one  I  should  prefer,  to  direct  me  in  sacred 
duties.  But  his  name  would  have  descended  to  us,  had 
he  never  wrote  but  the  single  sentence  “God  tempers  the 
wind  to  the  shorn  lamb.” 

May  2nd.  The  return  of  this  hallowed  day,  I  wel¬ 
come.  The  covenant  was  road  to  ]\Ir.  T^osquet,  and  wife, 
Sally  and  Mary  Sargeant  and  they  were  received  with 
love  and  thankfulness  to  the  bosom  of  our  little  church ; 
they  will  have  occasion  T  doubt  not  to  reflect  on  this  as 
one  of  their  best  days.  Mr.  Abbot  preached  in  the  after¬ 
noon  from  the  twenty  seventh  chapter  of  the  acts  22,  23, 
and  24th  verses;  an  old  but  excellent  sermon.  I  have 
never  heard  him  deliver  any  sermon,  that  I  should  not 
be  glad  to  hear  again  and  again ;  everytime  I  hear  him 
preach,  I  think  I  have  a  new  cause  for  thankfulness  that 
he  is  my  teacher  in  the  gospel,  there  will  be  some  rebel¬ 
lious  in  every  society,  but  I  believe  there  is  none  pre¬ 
sents  a  more  perfect  picture  of  harmony  than  Mr.  Ab¬ 
bot’s;  some  few  have  stray’d  from  the  fold  since  he  has 
been  our  shepherd,  but  let  the  wanderers  go,  they  might 
infect  the  flock.  After  the  evening  service,  we  had  a 
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visitor;  but  I  had  got  deeply  interested  in  one  of  Sharp’s 
sermons,  and  I  continued  to  read  even  in  his  presence; 
if  it  should  be  considered  a  gentle  hint  of  disapprobation 
of  Sunday  visitors,  I  shall  consider  it  a  fortunate  in¬ 
fringement  on  the  laws  of  politeness,  I  would  not  par¬ 
ticularly  in  my  own  house  treat  anyone  with  downright 
incivility,  but  I  have  not  a  smile  of  welcome  at  every 
one’s  service,  and  those  who  intrude  on  hours  which  should 
be  sacred  to  sacred  duties,  are  not  entitled  to  it,  but  such 
busy  bodies  there  are,  who  keep  their  day  book  and 
ledger  with  the  greatest  care,  but  forget  that  great  reckon¬ 
ing  day  when  they  must  account  with  him  who  gave 
them,  for  the  profanation  of  his  holy  day. 

Way  3rd.  The  pleasures  of  last  evening  cancel’d  the 
vexations  of  the  afternoon ;  a  friend  called  on  us  who 
seemed  inclined  to  converse  on  subjects  suitable  to  the 
evening;  I  could  not  but  lament  that  on  such  subjects 
he  had  some  of  the  wildest  notions  I  have  ever  heard; 
had,  I  say,  for  I  think  he  was  half  convinced  of  his  error 
before  he  left  us;  the  arguments  a  woman  could  offer  ap¬ 
pear  frivolous  to  a  man  and  that  man  too,  at  least  in  his 
own  opinion,  a  philosopher.  I  was  almost  silent  religious 
truths  are  so  near  my  husband’s  heart,  that  he  conversed 
with  an  eloquence  that  seemed  almost  like  inspiration ; 
to  me  he  never  appear’d  so  interesting  as  when  I  saw  the 
colour  mount  into  his  face,  in  defence  of  Christianity 
and  its  sacred  author;  if  he  could  plead  with  as  much 
earnestness  at  the  bar,  few  would  go  before  him  in  his 
profession.  ...  To  cultivate  a  garden  is  an  employment 
very  well  suited  to  my  feelings,  not  quite  so  friendly  to 
the  complexion  to  be  sure  yet  what  is  stolen  from  my 
beauty  is  repaid  in  health.  I  was  not  taught  to  consider 
my  external  appearance  as  of  most  importance.  I  should 
choose  to  be  lovely  in  my  husband’s  eye;  this  does  not 
depend  on  the  tincture  of  my  skin;  if  the  sun  should  in 
these  warm  days  lend  a  dark  shade  or  two,  that  heart  for 
which  he  loves  me  would  still  be  fair;  it  was  not  beauty’s 
saucy  face,  which  won  his  love,  perhaps  it  would  puzzle 
any  other  than  himself  to  conjecture  what  it  was. 

May  4th.  Last  evening  was  set  apart  for  sober  chat; 
still  we  are  cold  and  dull  in  our  feelings;  the  purpose 
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for  which  we  met  seems  to  embarass  all ;  we  converse  on 
light  subjects,  sometimes  try  to  collect  a  moral  even  from 
these;  most  of  the  company  retired  very  early.  Sally 
Sargeant,  Nancy  Willis  and  myself  tarried  more  than 
one  hour  after  they  bid  us  goodnight;  together  we  la¬ 
mented,  the  weakness  or  wickedness  of  our  nature,  that 
even  these  hours  which  we  ought  to  esteem  almost  sacred, 
were  passing  by  without  much  improvement.  Mr.  Abbot 
recommended  to  us  to  read  Mason  on  self  knowledge ;  it 
was  wisely  recommended.  It  gave  us  pain  to  hear  last 
evening  that  already  some  disagreeable  observations  had 
been  made  on  these  “christian  caucusses,”  as  the  wild 
young  men  of  the  present  day  have  been  pleased  to  stile 
them ;  they  live  too  much  as  they  list,  they  think  religion 
would  set  as  awkwardly  upon  them  as  an  old  fashioned 
garment,  and  would  be  as  much  ashamed  of  the  one  as  the 
other.  Yet  they  would  choose  their  wife  should  be  a 
religious  woman,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  unbelieving 
husband  will  be  sanctified  by  the  believing  wife.  Sally, 
and  Mary  Sargeant,  spent  this  afternoon  with  me,  I  had 
beside  another  female  visitor,  we  were  sociable  as  usual 
trifling  subjects  engrossed  us.  A  letter  from  Eliza  this 
evening,  gives  pleasing  information  of  her  health,  I  dont 
know  that  I  have  mentioned  this  good  girl  before,  it  is 
not  because  she  does  not  live  ever  near  my  heart;  she  is 
the  sister  of  my  love. 

May  5th.  ...  In  very  early  life  I  read  Rousseau’s 
“Julia  or  the  new  Eloisa.”  I  had  no  parent  to  direct 
my  taste,  be  that  my  ajiology,  had  I  a  daughter,  it  is  one 
of  the  first  books  I  would  teach  her  to  despise;  it  is  a 
fine  spun  sentimental  immoral  tale,  too  well  related.  I 
think  it  may  do  a^  great  deal  of  harm,  I  am  sure  it  can 
never  improve  the  heait  or  manners  of  anyone  who  wastes 
time  to  peruse  it.  I  have  been  one  of  the  foolish  num¬ 
ber,  the  hours  I  spent  in  reading  it,  were  worse  than 
wasted.  I  am  trying  to  get  the  better  of  the  disagreeable 
effect  east  winds  have  on  my  feelings,  I  have  high  health 
almost  without  interruption;  it  is  wicked  for  me  to  re¬ 
gard  east  winds  as  such  an  evil ;  I  have  walked  two  miles 
this  afternoon  with  Sally  Sargeant,  agreeable  converse  so 
much  engaged  us  I  almost  forgot  the  chilling  air.  Sally, 
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I  love  more  after  every  conversation.  I  look  forward 
with  regret  to  the  period,  when  she  will  bid  us  farewell, 
but  it  is  a  selfish  sorrow,  on  her  own  account  I  have  rea¬ 
son  to  rejoice,  her  prospects  of  happiness  are  bright  as  a 
noonday  sun.  I  have  known  the  time  when  I  should  have 
considered  it  impossible  for  her  to  have  enjoyed  life  in 
the  solitude  where  it  will  probably  be  her  lot  to  pass  it, 
she  has  been  considerably  engrossed  by  the  world  and  its 
vanities,  she  has  secured  to  herself  pleasures  which  the 
world  cannot  give,  which  will  heighten  every  enjoyment 
in  society,  and  cheer  the  still  seriousness  of  Chesterfield. 
We  called  on  my  husband  at  his  oflSce  and  were  welcomed 
with  his  usual  good  humor,  but  as  we  found  him  engaged 
with  particular  friends,  we  were  afraid  we  might  inter¬ 
rupt  some  important  tete-a-tete  and  after  the  compli¬ 
ments  of  the  afternoon  bid  him  goodbye.  We  spent 
half  an  hour  with  Miss  Balch ;  she  is  at  all  seasons  and 
in  all  situations  the  same  charming  woman;  if  she  has  a 
fault  and  who  pleads  faultless;  it  is  a  disposition  to  say 
agreeable  things  to  those  around  her  of  themselves  or 
their  particular  friends  nearer  than  themselves ;  I  am  sure 
she  has  caused  many  a  blush  to  cross  my  cheek  but  they 
were  occasioned  by  as  many  fine  feelings  as  composed 
Corporal  Trim’s  tear;  if  she  has  one  of  her  sexes  imper¬ 
fections  it  is  this  habit-  of  flattering,  and  even  this  fault 
leans  “to  virtues  side.”  She  wishes  every  one  to  be 
pleased  with  their  own  precious  self  and  I  don’t  know 
that  she  ever  sacrifices  truth  to  jwliteness;  if  she  never 
does  she  is  a  very  fortunate  woman,  to  please,  and  be 
pleased  with  all  around  her,  I  drank  tea  with  my  grand¬ 
mother  this  afternoon. 

]\ray  6th.  This  day  has  been  sacrificed  to  the  customs 
of  the  Avorld,  while  we  live  in  it,  we  cannot  be  quite  inde¬ 
pendent  but  must  yield  much  to  that  tyrant  custom,  I 
know  not  how  it  was,  biit  this  last  afternoon  has  been 
spent  quite  without  enjoyment.  I  have  had  a  large  col¬ 
lection  of  company,  all  friends,  but  we  were  as  silent  as 
a  society  of  quakers  when  the  spirit  moves  not,  to  men¬ 
tion  them  in  order  and  ascribe  to  each,  the  qualities  which 
are  justly  due,  one  might  suppose  their  conversation 
would  bo  that  “feast  of  reason”  of  which  the  poet  sweetly 
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sings.  I  will  attempt  a  picture  of  the  group,  drawn  par¬ 
tially  no  doubt  by  the  pen  of  a  friend.  Miss  Balch,  I 
have  made  mention  of  her  in  the  last  page,  her  talents 
for  conversation  are  equal  to  any  young  woman  I  have 
ever  known,  she  has  many  words  at  will,  rather  inclined 
to  anecdote,  till  this  afternoon  I  had  fancied  her  above 
the  weakness  of  her  sex,  but  humanity  must  still  be  im¬ 
perfect,  the  recollection  of  a  morning  headache  remained 
after  the  pain,  and  had  the  power  to  depress  even  Miss 
Balch.  Mary  Sargeant  never  converses  much,  her  words 
are  the  words  of  wisdom;  she  conversed  as  much  as 
usual  today,  but  it  is  awkward  to  support  a  conversation 
alone,  Sally  can  talk  when  she  pleases,  she  is,  however, 
rather  a  bashful  girl,  and  though  her  wit  and  good  humor 
at  all  times  render  her  a  charming  companion,  yet  so 
great  is  her  native  modesty,  that  if  there  were  a  profound 
silence  she  would  start  if  her  own  voice  interrupted  it, 
as  Robinson  Crusoe  did  at  the  sound  of  his,  on  the  unin¬ 
habited  island.  Alice  Appleton^'**  was  quite  silent,  a  soli¬ 
tary  yes  or  no  is  all  I  recollect  to  have  heard  her  utter — 
were  I  thus  to  conduct  I  should  be  called  sullen  and  Alice 
loves  to  talk  sometimes  as  well  myself.  Nabby  Appleton 
and  E.  Willis*®  supported  their  part  as  well  as  I  ex¬ 
pected,  they  converse  together,  but  in  a  voice  so  low,  that 
had  they  uttered  treason,  no  ear  would  have  caught  the 
information;  they  are  both  young,  both  diffident  and  both 
very  amiable  and  unfortunately  silent.  Rebecca  Smith,®^ 
from  her  better  things  might  have  been  expected  from 
her  known  propensity  to  talk,  I  was  vexed  with  the  gyp- 
sey,  for  she  was  as  silent  as  a  statue,  and  apparently  as 
motionless.  I  have  since  learned  she  is  about  to  correct 
a  habit,  which  I  think  she  will  find  it  hard  to  conquer, 
it  seems  she  has  been  ridiculed  for  her  disposition  to  talk 
too  much,  and  is  now  resolved  on  absolute  silence,  but 
that  won’t  do;  speech  is  a  gift  of  God;  it  was  given  for 
our  use,  not  abuse;  when  we  speak  evil  one  of  another 

22  She  was  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  Appleton,  and 
married  John  Swett  of  Boston  in  1806.  Nabhy  was  a  younger 
sister. 

23  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Willis. 

24  Daughter  of  Rev.  Hezekiah  and  Hepzibah  (Kimball) 
Smith,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Haverhill. 
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or  many  foolish  vain  words,  we  do  worse  than  bury  this 
talent  in  the  earth ;  but  there  are  times  and  seasons  when 
it  is  wicked  to  be  silent,  when  the  cause  of  Religion,  and 
innocence  are  injured;  it  were  criminal  not  to  offer  the 
best  defence  in  our  power;  I  should  so  feel  our  insult  to 
either,  that  I  could  be  quite  eloquent  in  vindication. 
Betsey  Wales  was  gay,  but  hers  is  the  kind  of  mirth  that 
excites  no  sympathy,  she  is  a  girl  of  sterling  sense,  and 
at  times  a  most  charming  companion.  Mary  Saltonstall^® 
has  better  talents  for  anything  than  conversation;  she 
appears  interested  in  the  discourse  of  others  but  rarely 
joins  her  voice  with  theirs.  I  mention  myself  last  of  the 
females,  and  with  all  due  humility  confess  that  today  1 
have  felt  the  want  of  power  to  enliven  a  circle  I  had  been 
at  the  pains  to  collect,  yet  I  utter’d  my  best  sentiments 
in  my  best  words;  what  could  I  more?  Everything 
seemed  to  conspire  to  the  general  depression,  my  husband 
was  worse  than  serious,  he  was  absolutely  sad,  because 
he  had  been  disappointed  in  the  choice  of  a  federal  rep¬ 
resentative,  oh !  my  husband ;  you  should  not  suffer  politi¬ 
cal  vexations,  to  disturb  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  fire¬ 
side. 

May  7th.  This  afternoon  I  have  passed  with  almost 
the  same  collection,  but  not  in  the  same  manner;  each 
one  appeared  a  different  character,  so  social,  so  chatty  and 
gay,  I  could  scarcely  believe  they  were  the  same  friends 
that  composed  such  a  stupid  group  the  day  before,  was 
it  that  Nancy  Herrod’s  presence  animated  all  around  her, 
for  today  she  made  one  of  our  chearful  number;  I  am 
willing  to  believe  it;  she  does  indeed  shine  with  distin¬ 
guished  lustre  in  every  situation,  in  a  mixed  circle,  she 
accommodates  her  manners  and  conversation  to  all,  and 
promotes  the  general  joy  in  her  own  family,  she  is  the 
most  dutiful  of  children  and  the  most  affectionate  of  sis¬ 
ters,  and  I  am  sure  she  is  the  most  faithful  of  friends; 
but  to  me  she  appears  most  interesting  in  a  conversation 
where  not  a  third  ear  listens;  subjects  of  religion  seem 
nearest  to  her  heart ;  the  interest  she  feels  in  them,  renders 
her  in  such  seasons  a  most  charming  companion  when  I 
25  Daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  and  Anna  (White)  Saltonstall. 
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see  such  a  woman  no  feeling  is  more  foreign  than  envy 
as  she  is  one  of  my  own  frail  number ;  I  have  the  flatter¬ 
ing  idea  that  her  merit  exalts  the  sex;  and  that  I  have  a 
title  to  a  share,  but  if  we  rise  with  our  feeble  sisters  we 
sink  with  them  too  and  how  many  wear  an  angel’s  face 
and  cherish  a  demons  heart,  even  while  I  write  one  passes, 
who  since  my  recollection  in  her  days  of  rectitude  was 
the  very  queen  of  beauty,  but  how  lost,  how  fallen,  fallen 
indeed  like  Lucifer  never  to  rise  again.  I  feel  the  odium 
this  woman  casts  on  her  sex  and  would  double  my  dili¬ 
gence  by  a  life  of  virtue,  and  spotless  purity  to  save  it 
from  that  disgrace  into  which  it  would  soon  sink;  if 
there  were  any  countenance  afforded  to  conduct  like  hers ; 
man  boasts  superior  strength  of  mind,  I  would  have  him 
prove  it,  by  avoiding  or  conquering  temptation ;  but  man 
disgraces  his  Godlike  reason,  and  yields  to  a  thousand 
follies,  to  give  them  no  harsher  name  and  passes  through 
the  world  in  light  repute,  such  conduct  would  blast  the 
reputation  of  a  poor  weak  woman.  I  would  have  it  so 
’tis  a  great  security,  but  ’tis  an  unrighteous  custom,  which 
gives  such  licence  to  our  lords  of  Creation,  my  happy 
fate  has  united  me  to  one,  where  good  conduct  would 
persuade  me  to  think  well  of  his  fellows;  I  do,  but  pro¬ 
fligacy  is  creeping  in  upon  us,  humanity  in  many  points 
of  view  presents  but  a  sad  picture,  but  it  is  said  the 
darkest  hour  precedes  that  which  ushers  in  the  day ;  may 
that  mom  soon  spring  to  light  and  the  sun  rise  with  heal¬ 
ing  in  his  beams  for  the  sins  of  a  back-sliding  nation. 

May  8th.  Today  a  few  of  my  husband’s  friends  shared 
our  fmgal  board,  “no  tortur’d  viands  pall’d  the  taste”, 
’twas  simple  fare^  but  with  the  society  who  partook,  I 
should  have  given  it  the  preference  to  a  feast  with  Kings. 
!Mr.  Abbot’s  company  was  the  choicest  delicacy  which 
graced  our  table.  In  the  pulpit  he  is  solemn  and  im¬ 
pressive,  but  when  he  mixes  Avith  the  world  he  is  chear- 
ful,  sometimes  gay,  in  no  situation  does  he  ever  forget 
his  high  and  holy  calling,  his  chearfulness  is  the  chear- 
fulness  of  a  Christian,  and  his  gaiety  is  of  that  kind  which 
Clinton  ascril)es  to  his  Avife,  “one  Avould  think  he  Avent 
to  Heaven  from  time  to  time,  and  borrowed  his  sports 
from  the  Kingdom  of  little  children.”  Captain  Sargeant 
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was  today  more  than  usually  entertaining;  he  contributed 
much  to  the  general  happiness ;  sailors  are  in  general  very 
pleasant  companions ;  they  would  still  be  more  so,  if  they 
did  not  think  a  good  story  improved  by  a  few  oaths.  I 
believe  Captain  Sargeant  is  not  in  such  habits.  I  have 
never  heard  him  utter  a  profane  word,  perhaps  the  com¬ 
pany  of  women  restrains  him,  if  it  does,  he  is  better  than 
many  of  his  sea-faring  brothers,  in  general  they  do  not 
feel  bound  by  the  laws  of  delicacy,  which  are  imposed 
by  the  presence  of  women  or  the  clergy,  of  whom  they 
have  a  superstitious  dread,  it  is  agreed  by  them  I  have 
been  told  by  one  of  the  number,  that  if  the  idea  of  a 
minister  should  cross  their  mind  in  a  dream,  it  portends 
such  destruction  to  themselves  or  vessel,  but  with  all  their 
superstition  and  their  faults,  I  love  sailors,  they  have  as 
many  active  good  qualities  as  any  class  of  men,  tis  not 
enough  with  them  to  say  to  a  poor  suppliant  “be  ye  fed, 
be  ye  cloathed,”  tho  their  money  is  earned  through  diffi¬ 
culties  and  dangers,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  yet  they 
have  always  something  to  give  to  those  who  are  poorer, 
and  according  to  Laraters  doctrine,  a  sailor  “is  in  the 
realms  of  humanity,  a  king  of  kings.”  Mr.  Vamum,  too 
was  our  guest,  he  talked  much,  ate  little,  laughed  heartily. 
Mr.  T.  Osgood”*  is  a  good  man,  his  merit  and  his  past 
sufferings  give  him  a  claim  to  every  civility  from  his 
friends,  I  contribute  my  mite  for  the  promotion  of  his 
happiness  with  the  greatest  chearfulness  if  my  wishes 
could  be  heard,  and  gratified  he  should  have  a  companion 
to  cheer  the  down  hill  of  life,  an  old  bachelor,  is  of  all 
human  beings,  the  most  forlorn;  give  me  a  companion 
through  life,  “were  it  only  to  say  to  him,  how  our  shad¬ 
ows  lengthen  as  the  sun  goes  down;  how  beautiful  these 
fields,  how  sweet  the  song  of  birds.”  Our  dinner  today, 
was  a  cheerful  simple  feast ;  Sally  Sargeant  and  an  agree¬ 
able  foreigner,  beside  those  already  mentioned  were  our 
guests. 

26  Timothy  Osgood,  son  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  (Bailey)  Os¬ 
good,  married  at  the  age  of  53,  in  1812,  Sally  Codman  of  Frye- 
burg,  Me.,  Magistrate  and  Register  of  Probate. 
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May  10th.  This  is  the  birthday  of  Eliza  she  has 
numbered  eighteen  years;  my  husband  rallies  me  on  my 
particular  observation  of  dates;  but  the  birthday  of  a 
friend  does  not  pass  without  my  notice  any  more  than 
my  own.  If  they  are  absent  from  me,  I  participate  the 
feelings  which  the  return  of  this  natal  day  will  excite. 

I  retrace  with  them  the  events  of  the  last  year,  I  mourn 
with  them  the  misimprovement  of  the  time  and  talents 
which  have  been  put  into  their  hands  for  getting  wisdom. 

I  rejoice  in  any  good  resolution  that  the  year  which  suc¬ 
ceeds  shall  correct  the  errors  of  the  past.  The  last  has 
been  a  most  interesting  period  in  Eliza’s  life.  I  must 
note  it  as  Julia  did  the  day  of  her  marriage,  tho’  not 
with  feelings  exactly  similar;  she  mark’d  the  day,  and 
left  its  property  blank,  and  said  fate  would  one  day  fill 
it  up,  it  was  indeed  fill’d  with  a  sad  catalogue  of  evils, 
which  wisdom  could  not  foresee,  nor  innocence  shun.  I 
have  no  unpleasant  foreboding  on  Eliza’s  account.  Gold, 
the  murderer  of  love  did  not  allure  her;  it  is  a  union  of 
hearts,  not  exactly  agreeable  to  our  new  callender,  her 
happiness  is  near  to  me  as  my  own.  I  know  she  will  make 
a  good  wife  and  I  have  such  confidence  in  her  taste  and 
judgment,  that  I  think  she  would  not  select  a  companion 
unworthy  of  her,  in  saying  this,  I  pay  her  chosen  no  small 
compliment;  this  afternoon  I  have  passed  very  agreeably 
at  Mr.  Epes  Sargeants;"*  ’tis  quite  a  feast  for  the  eye  of 
the  mind  and  person,  to  behold  a  family  circle  so  im¬ 
proved  in  mind  and  manners.  I  think  his  feelings  must 
be  most  satisfactory,  for  he  has  been  alone  their  Instruc¬ 
tor;  most  of  their  days  have  been  passed  in  retirement, 
yet  their  manners,  would  become  a  court  and  their  minds 
are  enriched  with' all  useful  and  polite  information.  I 
think  the  mother  of  the  family  less  lovely  than  any  other 
member  of  it;  she  has  not  quite  enough  of  the  woman 

27  Eliza  Orne,  b.  May  10,  1784,  daughter  of  William  and 
Abigail  (Ropes)  Orne  of  Salem,  married,  first,  William  Wet- 
more;  second,  Daniel  Appleton  White. 

28  Epes  Sargent  had  moved  from  Gloucester  to  Hampstead, 
N.  H.,  where  he  remained  until  1803,  when  he  went  to  Boston  as 
president  of  the  Suffolk  Insurance  Company.  His  wife  was 
Dorcas,  daughter  of  James  Babson  of  Gloucester.  Their  daugh¬ 
ter  Catherine  died,  unmarried,  in  Gloucester,  in  1852. 
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about  her,  she  has  none  of  that  softness  which  Mary 
Wolstoncraft  our  Great  champion,  condemns;  her  mind 
and  manners  are  alike  masculine;  her  children  fortu¬ 
nately  inherit  one  without  the  other ;  Catherine,  the  eld¬ 
est  has  I  am  told  been  called  the  domestic  beauty;  she 
has  a  fine  set  of  features,  and  a  brilliant  complexion,  but 
wants  that  charminj^  ex])ression  which  alone  constitutes 
the  beauty  of  her  oldest  sister,  in  her  conversation  she 
discovers  a  correct  mind  improved  by  education.  Est¬ 
her,-”  had  but  little  of  what  the  world  calls  beauty; 
there  is  nothing  amiss  in  her  features,  and  nothing  re¬ 
markably  striking  to  her  complexion,  the  lilies  and  the 
roses  do  not  lend  their  aid,  her  form  is  perfect  symmetry, 
and  were  I  to  choose  my  external  appearance,  which  to 
be  sure  is  unimportant,  Esther  Sargeant’s  face  and  form 
is  among  the  first  I  should  select;  for  her  features  are  a 
little  group  of  sentiments,  and  have  that  kind  of  expres¬ 
sion  which  is  more  fascinating  than  beauty  itself  which 
indeed  in  my  opinion  is  perfect  beauty ;  she  converses  but 
little,  but  with  perfect  propriety  and  the  tones  of  her 
voice,  are  indeed  harmonious.  Anna,””  it  is  so  univer¬ 
sally  agreed,  resembles  my  faded  self,  that  I  might  be 
partial  in  her  portrait,  were  I  to  attempt  drawing  it,  but 
I  was  never  so  much  flattered  as  to  hear  there  was  any 
affinity  in  our  minds,  hers  appears  to  me  strong  beyond 
most  women ;  she  converses  much,  with  greatest  ease,  and 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  with  great  propriety,  Anna  is 
more  celebrated  for  her  beauty  than  either  of  her  sisters, 
but  to  the  general  voice  I  cannot  join  my  o^vn,  give  me 
Esther’s  face,  no  fault  can  be  found  with  Anna’s  features, 
taken -separately  or  collectively,  she  appears  to  me  a  fine 
sprightly  girl;  considerable  frolic  about  her,  which  very 
well  becomes  her  youth ;  she  rallies  the  beaux  which  flut¬ 
ter  round  her  with  great  spirit  and  receives  their  raillery 
in  return  with  the  most  perfect  good  humor. 

!May  11th.  Henrietta  Sargeant”^  boasts  no  beauty’s 
grand  charms.  She  is  young,  and  as  that  diffidence  which 

29  Esther  married  John  Dixwell,  M.  D.,  of  Boston. 

30  Anna  married  John  Parker  of  Boston. 

31  She  was  born  in  1785,  but  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Sar¬ 
gent  Genealogy. 
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best  becomes  her  years  I  am  told  she  has  great  vivacity 
and  great  wit,  that  the  natural  powers  of  her  mind  are 
superior  to  either  of  her  sisters,  and  that  her  im])rovc- 
ments  have  more  than  kept  pace  with  her  years ;  she  is 
quite  a  botanist,  and  has  attended  to  studies  which  the 
great  Milton  would  have  thought  unnecessary  at  least,  if 
not  unbecoming  a  woman.  Dorcas®-  is  very  young  and 
very  pretty;  I  cannot  form  a  just  judgment,  she  has  much 
intelligence  in  her  eye ;  if  that  tells  truth,  one  might  ven¬ 
ture  to  predict  that  this  rising  child,  will  one  day  shine, 
among  her  risen  sisters.  I  think  parents  who  can  viev/ 
such  a  family  circle  as  this,  and  can  with  conscious  pride 
say,  we  alone  assisted  by  him  who  gave  them,  have  rear’d 
these  “tender  plants,”  have  “taught  the  young  idea  how  to 
shout”  have  pour’d  instruction  o’er  their  opening  minds, 
and  trained  them  up  to  deeds  of  piety,  and  virtue,  such 
parents  have  their  reward  here.  Mary  Harrods  absence 
this  evening  Vvas  a  subject  of  regret,  she  labours  under 
the  oppression  of  disease;  she  has  some  prophetic  feel¬ 
ings,  which  will  not  assist  her  recovery^  that  this  will  be 
her  last  illness;  but  tis  an  ill  fated  prophecy  which  num¬ 
bers  so  few  days  to  her  existance  yet  I  was  so  foolish  this 
evening  as  to  be  infected  by  it,  when  I  saw  how  ill  she 
was,  yet  I  hope  better  things. 

!May  12th.  I  passed  this  afternoon  with  my  friend 
T^ancy  Willis,  with  a  pleasant  circle.  Xancy  and  Sally 
Sargeant,  Miss  Balch,  Rebecca  Smith,  Betsey  Wales  and 
Mary  Saltonstall,  on  the  whole  I  enjoyed  myself  very 
much,  but  there  were  some  unpleasant  sensations  which 
I  could  not  check,  probably  this  is  the  last  visit  I  shall 
ever  have  it  in  my  power  to  make  Nancy  while  she  re¬ 
mains  in  Haverhill.  I  mentioned  this  to  her,  a  tear  stole 
down  her  cheek,  at  once  a  witness  of  her  friendship,  and 
the  regret  which  the  idea  of  separation  occasioned,  T  was 
foolish  to  mention  it,  but  my  own  heart  was  so  full,  I 
could  not  think  or  converse  on  any  other  subject.  Nancy 
w’as  always  a  great  favourite  of  mine,  but  I  think  she 
becomes  dearer  as  the  period  approaches  when  she  will 
bid  us  farewell.  Our  girls  are  marrying  so  fast,  and 
leaving  us,  this  will  be  quite  a  deserted  village,  but  I 
shall  be  left  “The  sad  historian  of  the  plaintive  tale.”  I 
32  Dorcas  married  Abiel  Chandler  of  Boston. 
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have  sometimes  thought  my  local  attachments  so  strong 
that  I  could  be  happy  in  Haverhill  without  society,  I  am 
likely  to  make  the  experiment  soon  for  except  my  own 
and  a  few,  families  which  I  visit,  there  is  scarcely  one 
which  has  not  lost,  or  is  about  to  lose  some  member.  Old 
friends  are  most  pleasant,  I  would  never  change  them 
could  I  choose,  but  the  fashion  of  the  world  is  passing 
away  and  I  am  passing  with  it;  soon  instead  of  the  fath¬ 
ers  shall  be  the  sons.  I  was  wrong  to  go  out  in  the  storm 
today,  it  has  caused  my  husband  much  anxiety  and  some 
vexation.  I  am  never  quite  so  well  satisfied  when  I  op¬ 
pose  his  wishes,  he  is  very  reasonable,  I  am  not  half  so 
good  a  wife  as  he  deserves;  but  as  there  are  more  blanks 
than  prizes  in  the  matrimonial  lottery  he  must  be  con¬ 
tented  that  his  was  not  quite  a  blank  he  has  always  ap¬ 
peared  quite  satisfied  but  he  congratulated  himself  too 
soon.  The  storm  beats  hard  against  my  windows;  oh  my 
poor  brother, you  are  at  the  mercy  of  winds  and  waves 
but  “There  is  a  sweet  little  cherub  sits  smiling  aloft”  to 
protect  you  from  danger  and  restore  you  safe  to  your 
affectionate  friends  and  sister. 

May  13th.  I  sometimes  have  wished  when  I  have 
been  writing,  that  my  stile  of  life  was  more  varied,  that 
it  afforded  more  narrative;  my  friends  might  receive 
more  pleasure  from  my  letters,  for  I  have  it  to  lament 
that  I  have  but  little  taste  for  sentiment  and  still  less 
talents,  but  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  my  life 
are  wisely  ordered.  I  have  been  reared  in  the  shade  of 
retirement ;  it  is  my  proper  station ;  in  the  hurtles  of  the 
world  and  its  vanities,  neither  my  heart  nor  understand¬ 
ing  qualify  me  to  take  a  part.  Mr.  Abbot  passed  the 
evening  with  us,  his  profession  is  not  more  friendly,  than 
his  manners,  in  a  sick  chamber,  to  comfort  the  wounded 
in  lx)dy  and  spirit,  to  rejoice  with  the  ransomed  from 
sickness  and  death,  and  to  soothe  the  dying.  There  are 
a  thousand  unpleasant  cheerless  offices  attending  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  a  clergyman  to  which  nothing  but  their  piety 
and  a  high  sense  of  duty  can  reconcile. 

May  14th.  When  time  is  mispent,  we  offend  against 
such  a  perfect  being,  that  repentance,  must  accompany 
confession,  or  it  will  be  but  of  little  importance.  Young, 
33  Her  brother  Joseph,  b.  1778,  d.  1806,  unmarried. 
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in  his  “Night  Thoughts”  has  I  think  some  fine  ideas  on 
the  employment  of  time,  indeed  this  little  volume  affords 
much  excellent  instruction,  I  scarcely  know  anyone  of 
the  size  that  I  value  more.  I  have  passed  this  last  half 
hour  before  I  sleep  with  my  Grandmother,  she  is  still 
an  invalid,  and  might  think  I  fail’d  in  filial  respect  and 
duty,  if  I  neglected  one  day  to  make  my  personal  enqui¬ 
ries  concerning  her  health.  I  write  as  much  of  my  Grand¬ 
mother,  as  Simon  Olivebranch  does  of  his  mother;  she  is 
not  quite  so  lovely  a  picture  of  old  age,  as  he  represents 
his  mother;  her  heart  is  the  temple  of  as  many  living 
virtues,  but  her  mind  has  fied  before  her;  what  remains 
however  is  so  precious,  so  important  to  my  happiness, 
that  I  would  do  as  much  if  possible  as  Simon  did,  to  save 
“one  parent  from  the  sky”  I  am  sometimes  disposed  to 
lx*  vexed  at  the  imperfections  of  her  second  childhood, 
but  when  I  remember  how  tenderly  she  watched  the  help¬ 
less  days  which  I  have  passed,  every  murmur  is  silenced. 

May  15th.  My  employment  this  morning  was  quite 
novel,  it  is  many  years  since  I  have  been  to  school,  tho 
I  have  yet  much  to  learn,  this  morning  I  have  been  a 
scholar,  not  for  the  pK)lite  accomplishments  of  danc¬ 
ing,  music  or  painting,  but  to  be  made  perfect  in  the 
simple  art  of  knitting;  my  instructors  had  some  pupils 
older  than  myself;  this  reconciled  me  a  little,  but  I  was 
frequently  reminded  of  poor  old  Sir  Hugh  Tyrrel,  of 
whom  Miss  Burney  writes  so  sweetly,  he  attempted  to 
learn  latin  after  he  had  passed  his  grand  climaction,  “but 
owing  to  his  poor  head,”  as  he  observed  could  never  make 
very  handsome  proficiency,  could  never  go  beyond  his 
hie,  haec,  hoc ;  I  fancy  we  shall  never  progress  in  knit¬ 
ting  after  the  fashion  of  our  poor  old  maimed  instructor, 
much  further,  than  poor  old  Sir  Hugh  in  his  latin  but 
it  served  to  divert  an  hour,  if  I  never  knit  another  stitch, 
I  shall  not  shed  many  tears  to  the  memory  of  fifty  cents 
which  I  paid  for  learning;  I  would  have  given  such  a 
pitiable  object  as  much  and  considered  the  money  at  good 
interest  too  for  money  given  to  the  needy  is  a  loan  to  the 
giver  of  us  all ;  ^liss  Balch  and  R.  Smith®^  called  on  me 
this  morning. 

34  Rebecca  Smith,  daug’hter  of  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Married  Thomas  Kendall  of  Bos¬ 
ton  in  1809. 
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[59]  We  whose  Names  are  underwritten  Trustees  for 
the  Commoners  of  the  towne  of  Marblehead  have  sold 
unto  Timothie  Goodwine  of  Marblehead  all  that  parcell 
off  land  that  his  house  now  stands  upon  being  about  two 
pole  in  length  &  two  pole  in  breadth  being  the  house  & 
land  of  John  Leach  late  of  Marblehead  but  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  said  Timothie  Goodwin  wt  a  parcell  of 
land  to  the  sd.  Timothie  Goodwine  his  heires  &  Execu¬ 
tors  for  ever  being  about  five  pole  &  halfe  in  length  & 
about  two  pole  in  breadth  wheron  his  bam  now  stands 
wt  a  Small  strip  of  land  lying  to  the  wall  of  william 
woods  upon  the  northeast  &  the  wall  of  Thomas  Candish 
upon  the  northwest  and  the  Commons  upon  the  South¬ 
west  &  southeast  ffor  which  land  soe  bounded  &  now 
fenced  in  he  hath  paied  to  us  the  soume  of  twintie  five 
shillings  in  money  and  by  these  we  discharge  him  their- 
off,  sell  alienate  &  confirme  to  the  sd.  Goodwine  and  his 
aforsds  that  parcell  off  land  to  wit  the  five  pole  &  halfe 
in  length  &  two  pole  in  breadth,  to  enjoy  it  peaceably  & 
quietly  wtout  any  molestation  from  the  towne  or  common¬ 
ers  in  Marblehead  In  witnes  to  the  truth  above  written 
we  have  sett  to  owr  hands  this  thirtie  day  of  March  1691. 
nathanel  walton 
Archibald  Ferguson 
James  dennes 


The  Commoners  are  Debr.  Aprill  7“*  1690 
Expended  at  severall  times  by  the  trusties  for 

their  refection  —  12  01 

To  10'”  in  money  pr.  Capt.  Norden  &  Capt. 

pitman -  010  00  00 

To  5'”  13*  in  money  pr.  Capt.  Norden  &  Capt. 

pitman -  005  13  00 

(339) 
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To  1'**  13"  in  money  pr.  Select  men  when  they 
went  to  Law  in  June  court  1690  with 
Vinson  Stilson  —  001  13  00 

To  1-s  11^  in  expences  about  the  widow 

Nickes  busines -  000  01  11 

To  money  receaved  pr.  Capt.  Legff.  due  to 

him -  001  10  00 

To  money  expended  by  mr.  walton  allowed  by 

the  Comonrs  —  000  15  00 

021  05  00 

To  Soe  much  Allowed  them  for  Their  Com-^ 
missions  Toward  Theire  Time  &  Expenses^  ..1 . 

£22... 5... . 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commoners  and  proprietors  of  the 
tonne  of  Marblehead  the  7th  of  Aprill  1690  Its  clearly 
voted  by  general  consent  that  what  money  is  now,  or  shall 
be,  for  time  to  come  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  or  com¬ 
mittee  chos[en]  for  the  commoners  of  Marblehead,  shall 
be  Laied  out  for  the  fitting  up  &  finishing  of  the  fort, 
and  buying  of  ponder  &  other  necessaries  belonging  to 
the  great  guns.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Commoners  March 
the  27th.  1695  The  Act  &  vote  abovewritten  is  fully  re¬ 
pealed  to  all  intents  &  purposes" 

Also  at  the  same  Meeting  of  the  Commoners  &  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  toune  of  Marblehead  the  7th.  of  Aprill  1690.^ 
Its  clearly  voted  fiy  general  consent  that  the  now  outside 
fence  &  gates,  taking  in  the  farme  commons  ten  acre 
Lotts  &■  the  Qwoie  pd.  Land  wt  in  the  towne  ship  of  Mar- 

1  This  was  doubtless  a  provision  against  French  cruisers 
from  Port  Royal  which  was  not  captured  by  Plup  until  May 
1690.  Why  the  order  W’as  repealed  before  the  Peace  of  Rys 
which  ended  the  w^ar  is  not  clear. 

2  The  “Coy  Pond”  lands  were  not  an  original  part  of  the 
Humphreys  purchase.  For  a  more  detailed  account  of  this  land 
gee  Vol.  XLVI,  No.  1  of  the  Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex 
Institute:  “Marblehead  in  the  Year  1700”  by  Sidney  Perley. 
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blohead  wt  the  gates  on  Pharoahs  river  bridge  be  made 
and  keept  up  this  summer  season  by  Ensigne  Xathaniell 
Walton  Sergt.  Samll:  Reed,  Jacob  knight  and  Timothie 
Goodwine  and  what  charges  they  shall  be  out  in  making 
&  repairing  the  same,  they  are  to  be  paied  by  the  Select 
men  of  the  towe  out  of  the  Commoners  money  that  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  trustees  or  committee  for  the  Commoners 

Also  at  the  same  Meeting  of  the  Commoners  &  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  towne  of  Marblehead  the  7th  of  Aprill  1690. 
Its  clearly  voted  by  general  consent  that  Ensigne  N’athll: 
walton  Sergt:  Samll:  Reed  Jacob  knight,  and  Timothie 
Goodwin  are  the  persons  chosen  all  and  every  of  them 
and  by  these  we  give  them  and  every  of  them  full  pouer 
to  Looke  after  the  stint  of  cattell  this  yeare,  made  and 
recorded  in  the  Commoner  booke,  that  no  [person]  keep 
any  more  cattell  then  their  sd.  priviledge  allows  them, 
and  we  therfor  ordered  one  or  more  a  weeke  throughout 
this  summer  to  ride  or  goe  about  the  whole  Land  of  the 
farme  commons  ten  acre  Lotts  quore  pd  Land  and  the 
great  neck  of  Marblehead  (except  such  Land  as  we  par¬ 
ticularly  improved  and  to  take  up  and  take  notice  off 
any  cattell  trespassing,  and  are  Impoured  heirby  to  prose¬ 
cute  at  Law  all  trespassers  whatever  either  of  our  oune 
towne,  or  of  another  towne  at  the  commoners  charge,  they 
having  the  halfe  prt  of  the  penaltie  of  the  Law  &  orders 
in  ttheir  soe  doing  for  their  pains,  and  the  other  halfe 
they  are  to  be  accountable  to  the  select  men  of  the  towne 
for  the  use  of  the  commoners  &  proprietors,  which  penal- 
tie  is  according  to  former  usages  and  now  is  established 
to  be  10-®  for  a  cow  trespassing  for  a  horse  20-®  and  for 
other  young  cattell  proportionably  to  be  paied  in  silver 
to  the  persons  above  Impowred,  and  this  soe  often  as  they 
shall  be  found  at  any  time  trespassing. 

Also  at  the  same  meeting  of  the  Commoners  &  proprietors 
of  the  towne  of  Marblehead  Aprill  the  7th.  1600  Its 
clearly  voted  by  general  consent.  That  no  herbadge  or 
feed  for  cattell  shall  be  let  out  to  any  person  that  are  not 
Inhabitants  of  this  to^vne  and  if  any  commoner  or  pro- 
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prietor  shal  otherways  presume  contrary  to  this  towne  or¬ 
der  now  generally  made  and  voted  for,  he  shall  pay  20-* 
in  money  to  the  select  men  of  the  towne  for  the  use  of 
the  Commoners  soe  often  as  he  shall  let  out  any  stint  to 
others  of  another  towne,  and  in  refusing  to  pay  the  select 
men  they  are  heirby  ImpK)wred  to  prosecute  all  &  every 
such  person  as  the  law  directs.  As  also  no  commoner  or 
proprietor  shal  keep  or  let  out  more  cattell  then  their 
stint  made  &  recorded  in  the  commoners  booke,  And  if 
any  prson  offer  to  doe  otherways  they  are  &  shall  be  Looke 
upon  as  trespassers,  &  to  be  prosecuted  accordingly 
[61]  we  whose  Names  are  heir  underwritten  trustees 
for  the  toune  and  Commoners  of  Marblehead  have  sold 
unto  Capt.  Andrew  Cratey  now  ofiF  Marblehead  his  heires 
executors  Administrators  or  Assigns  for  ever,  all  that  par- 
eell  of  Land  and  rocks,  Lying  betwixt  Kichard  Reeds  new 
stage,  and  John  Stacie,  Cooper,  Shope,  being  in  breadth 
fronting  to  the  high  way  to  the  Northwest  twintie  foot 
more  or  Lese ;  And  also  from  Richard  Reeds  stage  to  the 
southward  of  John  Stacies  Shop  fourtie  foot,  being  bound¬ 
ed  with  a  rocke  to  the  south  west  with  a  rocke  about  nine 
foot  from  John  Stacies  Shope,  And  the  said  Capt.  Andrew 
Cratey  is  to  run  the  sd.  breadth  of  fourtie  foot  to  Low 
water  marke  below  the  Gallery  of  Richard  Reeds  Stage, 
for  which  Land  and  rocks  now  sold  &  Laied  out  &  bounded 
by  us  underwritten  to  Capt.  Andrew  Cratey — and  his 
aforsaids,  he  the  sd.  Capt.  Andrew  Cratey  hath  paied  un¬ 
to  us  thirtie  Shillings  in  money  wheirof  by  these  we  dis¬ 
charge  him  and  his  for  ever  off  Sell,  alienate,  enfeosse, 
and  confirme  to  thefsd  Capt.  Andrew  Cratey  and  his  affor- 
sds .  all  the  aforsd.  Land  &  rocks  soe  bounded  &  laied  out 
to  enjoy  it  peaceably  &  quietly  wtout  any  molestation 
from  the  toune,  commoners  or  any  others  in  marblehead. 
In  witnes  and  to  the  truth  of  the  abovewritten  wee  have 
sett  to  our  hands  this  sixteen  day  of  January  in  the  yeare 
of  our  Lord  Christ  1690/1 

James  dennes 

Archibald  Ferguson 

John  Legg  Asestens 

Marblehed. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Commoners  legally  warned  the  30th 
of  March  1691 

Its  voted  that  the  present  select  men  shall  see  the  outside 
fence  &  gotes  to  be  made  up  sufficiently 
Also  Its  voted  That  sergt.  Samll  Reed  Sergt.  Richard 
Trevet  Timothie  Goodwin  &  wm:  Bartlet  are  the  per¬ 
sons  chosen  &  to  have  full  power  to  Look  after  the  stint 
of  cattell  this  yeare  &  to  observe  all  orders  made  about 
the  same,  especially  to  attend  the  orders  made  Last  yeare, 
And  the  abovesd.  fence  &  gates  to  be  made  up  agnst  the 
midle  off  Aprill  next. 

Also  Its  voted  that  noe  herbadge  or  feed  for  Cattell  shall 
be  let  out  to  any  person  that  are  not  Inhabitants  of  this 
towne  and  if  any  presume  otherway s  they  are  to  pay 
according  to  ihe  Last  years  order  and  the  select  men  are 
to  prosecute  all  such  as  are  found  delinqwents,  And  the 
select  men  are  Impowred  to  gett  a  sufficient  herdsman. 
And  the  sd.  sergt  Reed  sergt  Trevet,  Timothie  Goodwin 
&  wm:  Bartlet  are  to  have  a  horse  herbadge  pr  [10s:]  this 
yeare  for  their  pains  they  being  faithfull  in  their  office 
[62]  Marblehead 

At  a  Commoners  Meeting  Legally  warned  the  30th  day 
off  ]\rarch  1691.  Its  voted  &  agreed  that  the  Committee 
chosen  Last  yeare  shall  stande  Joyning  wt  them  Capt. 
John  Legg  and  Mr:  Ambrose  gale  senr.  and  to  act  &  doe 
in  all  things  not  diminutive  to  the  former  power  recorded 
in  this  booke  foil :  44. 


We  whose  Names  are  underwritten.  Trustees  for  the  Com¬ 
moners  off  the  towne  off  Marblehead,  &  Impowred  by 
them  to  Looke  after  all  encroached  Lands,  &  Compound 
wt.  such  on  reasonable  terms,  finding  a  parcell  off  such 
Land,  added  to  the  house,  that  was  formerly  John  Hud¬ 
son,  which  the  tounesmen  formerly  give  the  sd.  Hudson 
during  his  life  &  his  wifes  life,  a  parcell  of  Land,  for  a 
house  &  garden,  but  after  their  decease  to  returne  to  the 
towne,  or  the  use  of  the  towne,  &  who  ever  shall  claime 
the  house  by  gift,  or  any  other  way,  they  shall  pay  to  the 
towne  as  much  as  the  sd.  Land  shall  then  be  worth,  as  its 
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recorded  in  the  Commoners  towne  booke  of  Marblehead 
IFoll:  8th:  we  theirfor  finding  Mr.  Josiah  wilcott  Mrcht 
of  Salem  the  next  claimer,  &  right  owner  of  sd.  Hudsons 
house,  now  in  the  possession  off  Samll  Clarke  blacksmith ; 
ffor  &  in  consideration  of  six  pounds  in  money  to  us  in 
hand  actually,  weel,  &  truly  paied  by  the  sd.  Mr.  Josiah 
wilcott  Mrcht  in  Salem,  wheiroff  by  these  we  discharge 
him  off;  Sell,  alienate  Enfeosse,  &  Confirme  unto  the 
aforsd.  Mr.  Josiah  wilcott  Mrcht,  his  heires,  &  assignes 
for  ever  the  sd.  parcell  off  land,  wheiron  the  dwelling 
house,  that  was  formerly  John  Hudson  now  stands,  con¬ 
taining  by  estimation,  halfe  an  Acre  off  Land,  be  it  more 
or  lese,  as  its  now  fenced  round  wt  a  stone  wall  adjoining 
to,  &  bounded  wt  the  Land  that  was  formerly  Richard 
knott  on  the  north  East,  &  wt  the  Commons  of  the  towne 
of  Marblehead  to  the  Northwest,  west,  &  South.  To  Have 
&  to  hold  the  sd.  house  &  Land  wt  all  the  Appurtenances 
&  priviledges  theirto  in  any  wise  belonging,  to  him  the 
sd.  mr.  wilcott  his  heires  &  assignes  in  fee  simple  for 
ever.  And  to  enjoy  it  peaceably  &  quietly  wtout  any  in¬ 
terruption,  disturbance,  &  molestation  from  the  towne,  or 
Commoners  &  proprietors  of  the  towneship  off  Marble¬ 
head.  In  witnes  wheiroff  we  have  sett  to  owr  hands  this 
ninth  day  off  Aprill  Anno  Dom:  on  thowsand  six  hun¬ 
dred  &  nintie  on.  Anno  Regni  Rgs  et  Rgnae  Guielmi  et 
Mariae  2d:  Magnae  Britanniae  &  cet: 

James  dennes 
nathanel  walton 
John  Legg 

*  Ambros  gall  Sinour 

Archibald  Ferguson 

Wee  whose  names  are  underwritten  Trustees  for  the  Com¬ 
moners  of  the  Towne  of  Marblehead  and  Imjwwered  by 
them  have  Sold  and  Laide  out  unto  Samuell  nicholson  off 
sd.  Towne,  a  Smale  parcell  of  Land  and  Rockes,  Joyne- 
ing  unto  the  Land  of  Nicholas  Andrews  on  the  S  East 
side,  and  Joyneing  unto  the  Land  of  Capt.  James  Smith 
on  the  S  west  Side,  and  is  next  the  high  waye  Seven  pole 
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on  the  N  west  side  —  and  thirteen  foott  on  the  North 
East  End  for  which  parcell  of  Land  hee  hath  pd  unto  us 
the  Subscribers  FifFteen  shillings  in  Monie  for  accompt 
of  the  Commoners  afore  sd.  wittness  our  handes  att  Mar¬ 
blehead  This  Fowertineth  daye  of  August  1695  @ 

John  Legg 
nathanel  walton 
James  deimis 

[63]  know  all  men  by  these  presents  That  we  John 
!Merret  James  Merrct  &  Nicholas  Merret  all  off  Marble¬ 
head,  Marriners,  &  Abigail  Merret  relict  ofF  Samll  Mer¬ 
ret  deceased  the  fourth  brother  who  with  the  other  three 
were  LefFt  Joint  Executors  off  the  estate  oflF  our  fiFather 
Nicholas  merret  deceased  wt  the  consent  off  our  wives, 
Mary,  Sarah,  and  Elizabeth,  ffor  &  in  consideration  off 
the  ffull  sume  off  five  pounds  to  us  in  hand  befor  the 
delyv'erie  off  these  presents  by  Henry  Roads  senr.  off  Lynn 
planter  weell  &  truly  paied,  off  which  by  these  we  dis¬ 
charge  him  off :  Have  given  granted,  bargained,  alienated 
&  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doe  fully  clearly,  &  abso¬ 
lutely  give  grant,  bargaine.  Alienate  and  Sell  unto  the 
aforsaid  Henry  Rodes,  his  heires  &  assignes  for  ever  on 
Coves  Commonage  or  priviledge  off  herbage  on  the  com¬ 
mons  off  ^Marblehead,  being  on  off  them,  which  were 
granted,  confirmed  &  made  to  belong  to  our  ffather  Mer¬ 
ret  deceased,  and  enjoyed  by  him  &  to  be  soe  by  his  heires 
&  assignes  ffor  ever,  as  by  the  Toune  booke  &  Records 
theirine  will  at  Large  Appeare,  To  Have  &  to  Hold  the 
said  Cowe  Common  or  priviledge  off  herbage  ffor  on  Cow 
unto  the  said  Henry  Roads,  and  to  his  heires,  and  as¬ 
signes,  and  to  his,  and  their  proper  use,  beneffit,  and  be- 
hooffe  ffor  ever.  And  the  sd.  John  Merret,  James  Mer¬ 
ret,  Nicholas  ^ferret,  and  Abigaill  Merret  doe  Covenant, 
promise  and  grant  to  &  with  the  said  Henry  Roads  his 
heires  and  assignes,  that  the  premises  are  ffree  &  clear 
from  &  off  all  other  giffts.  Sales,  Morgages  Dowees,  and 
Inciimbrances,  whatever  made,  done,  or  suffered  to  be  done 
by  them;  and  doe  heirby  cove  [nan  t]  promise,  bind,  and 
oblidge  themselwes,  their  heires.  Executors  and  —  Ad- 
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ministrators,  to  warrant,  defend,  &  make  good  the  above 
bargained  premises  ffrom  all  persons  Laying  any  Law- 
full  or  Legall  claime  theirunto,  soe  as  the  said  Henry 
Koads  his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever  sh[all]  &  may 
have,  hold  possesse,  occupy  &  enjoy  the  premises,  with¬ 
out  ejection  ffor  ever.  In  witnes  off  all  which  the  ffore 
Named  parties,  John  Merret,  James  Merret,  Nicholas 
Merret,  &  Abigaill  Merret  have  hereunto  Sett  their 
hands  and  Seals  the  sixt  day  off  June.  Anno  Dom.  on 
thousand,  six  hundred  and  Ninety  one,  and  in  the  third 
yeare  off  the  Reign  off  King  William  and  Qween  Mary 
over  England  &  cet: 

Signed,  Sealed,  and  delyvered 

in  the  presence  off  John  Merret  &  Seall :  j 

Samll  Cheever  James  Merret  &  Seall  | 

Francis  Grant  Seall 

Nicholas  Merret  &  Seall 

This  is  a  true  Copie  off  the  Originall  deed  Recorded  in 
the  Commoners  Towne  Books  and  Records  off  IMarblchead 
in  ffollio  ffortie  eight:  Atest:  Archibald  Ferguson 
^larblehead  the  25th  off  July  Recordr:  for  the  com- 
1691  moners  off  Marblehead 

[64]  We  whose  Names  are  underwritten  Trustees  ffor 
the  Commoners  off  the  Towne  off  Marblehead,  &  Im- 
powred  by  them  to  Looke  affter  all  encroached  Lands,  & 
compound  wt  such  on  reasonable  termes,  finding  a  par- 
cell  off  such  Land  in  the  hands  &  occupation  off  Samwell 
]\[erret  deceased,  &  Jacob  knight  Late  off  Marblehead, 
ffor  on  Just  halffe  or  moitie  off  which  Land  Samwell 
Merret  did  give  the  bill  off  twintie  shillings  in  money, 
but  he  dying  &  s(f  bill  not  satisfied  or  paied  by  his  him 
heires  or  assigns.  Major  Charles  Redfford  Marchtt  off 
Salem  being  the  greatest  Credr.  to  the  estate  off  sd.  Mer¬ 
ret,  and  [by]  Law  the  rightfull  Owner,  Having  paied  to 
us  in  hand  the  above  sd  Sume  off  twintie  shillings  in 
money  and  taken  up  the  sd:  Samll  Merrets  bill  wheiroff 
by  these  we  discharge  him  theiroff.  Sell,  Alienate  En- 
feosse  and  Confirme  unto  the  sd.  Major  Charles  Redford 
^Marchtt  off  Salem  his  heires  &  assignes  ffor  ever  the  sd. 
parcell  off  Land,  being  two  poolls  in  breadth  &  the  Length 
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off  the  Land  off  Henry  Russell  deceased  Lying  upon  the 
Northwest  side  off  sd.  Land,  &  the  Land  off  John  pede- 
ricks  upon  the  Southwest,  &  the  Land  off  James  Merret 
upon  the  North  east.  To  Have  &  to  hold  the  sd.  Land 
wt  all  the  appurtenances  &  priviledges  theirunto  in  any 
wise  belonging  to  him  the  sd.  Major  Redford  his  heires 
&  assignes  in  ffee  simple  for  ever.  &  to  enjoy  it  peaceably 
&  quietly  wtout  molestation  or  trouble  from  the  toune, 
commoners  &  proprietors  of  the  towneship  off  Marblehead. 
In  witnes  wheiroff  we  have  sett  to  our  hands  this  twintie 
fifft  day  off  July  Anno:  Dom:  on  thousand  six  hundred 
&  Ninetie  one;  Anno  qr  regni  regis  et  reginae  Guwlmi 
&  Marie  3tio  Magnae  Brittaniae  etcet:  — 

John  Legg 
James  dennes 
Archibald  Ferguson 

We  whose  Names  are  underwritten  Trustees  ffor  the  Com¬ 
moners  off  the  Towne  off  Marblehead,  &  Impowred  by 
them  to  Looke  after  all  encroached  Lands,  &  compoimd 
with  such  on  reasonable  termes.  Have  sold  unto  James 
Fabins  off  Marblehead  fischerman  a  parcell  off  Land  Ly¬ 
ing  &  scituate  in  Marblehead,  bounded  with  the  high  way 
upon  the  Southwest  five  pole  &  halffe  in  ffront  beginning 
at  the  corner  off  the  wall  off  the  widow  Luckies,  &  bound¬ 
ed  with  the  Commons  off  Marblehead  Northwest  being 
five  pole  &  halffe  that  way,  and  from  thence  upon  the 
North  East  side  three  pole  &  ten  ffoot,  &  upon  the  south 
east  Side  bounded  with  the  Laud  &  wall  off  Richard  Reed 
senr.  &  upon  the  South  with  the  Land  and  wall  off  the 
affor.sd:  widow  Luckies;  ffor  which  Land  soe  bounded 
and  Laied  out  to  the  sd:  James  Fabins,  he  hath  paied  to 
us  in  hand  the  surame  off  three  pounds  ffiffeteen  shillings 
in  money,  wheir  off  by  these  we  discharge  him  off.  Sell, 
Alienate,  Enfeosse  &  confirme  to  the  sd:  James  Fabins, 
his  heires.  Executors,  &  assignes  in  ffee  simple  for  ever 
all  the  sd.  Land  to  Enjoy  it  peaceably  &  quietly  wtout 
molestation  or  trouble  from  the  toune,  Commoners,  & 
proprietors  off  the  touneship  off  Marblehead.  In  witnes 
wheiroff  we  have  sett  to  our  hands  this  twintie  fifft  day 
off  July  Anno.  Dom:  on  thousand  six  hundred  and  nine- 


348  MARBLEHEAD  COMMONERs’  RECORDS,  1652-1745 


tie  on.  Anno  qr  regni  regis  et  reginae  Guielmi  et  Mariae 
3  tio  Magnae  Brittaniae:  etcet: 

John  Legg 
James  dennes 
Archibald  Ferguson 
his  marke 
Ambrose  A  Gale  senr. 

[65]  Feb:  ry  1686/7  Then  sold  unto  Thomas  Seuerry 
a  parcel  of  Land  whereon  his  house  Standeth,  the  said 
Land  being  foure  pole  wide  on  the  Wester  end  and  five 
pole  in  Length,  and  three  pole  wide  on  ye  Northeast  end 
the  towne  Commons  on  each  Side  —  and  ye  end  —  for 
which  land  he  hath  payd,  in  money:  thirty:  Shillings 
which  land  we  have  sold,  to  him  &  his  heirs  forever 

as :  witness  our  hands 

The  Land  alsoe  that  the  End  of  his  barne  now  stands  on 
being  Included  in  the  Agreement. 

Marblehead  January  14  ^  1700  @  The  Comittee  Appoint- 
id  by  the  Commoners  We  have  This  day  farther  Agreed 
with  Thomas  Severy  for  Twenty  ffower  shillings  now 
paide  for  all  That  Aditien  that  hee  hath  now  fenced  in 
Adjoine'ng  To  The  above  sd  Land  witness  our  hands  the 
day  afore  sd  — 

John  Legg 
James  dennes 
nathanel  walton 
his  marke 

Ambrose.  A  Gale  Senr 
John  Legg  Richard  Reith  James  dennes  Archbld  Ferguson 

March  :9th  1691/2  We  whose  names  are  under  written 
being  a  committie  for  to  Lay  out  Land,  have  laid  out 
unto  John  Bassett  a  Small  piece  of  Land,  under  the  hill, 
att  the  Northeast  end  of  mr:  Richard  Reiths  house: 
Leaveing  a  way,  up  to  Thomas  Severy’s  house:  ye  Land 
is  thirty-eight  foot  in  Length.  &  thirty  foot  in  breadth  for 
which  Land  he  ha[th]  paid  in  money  Twenty  shillings  c — 

John  Legg 
James  dennes 
his  mark 

Ambros  A  gall  Senr. 
nathanel  walton 
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We  Whose  names  are  under  written,  Trustees  for  the  Com¬ 
moners  of  Marblehead,  and  Impoured  by  them:  have 
Sould  &  laid  out.  unto  Peter  Figit  a  Small  persel  of  Land: 
Joining  unto  ye  Land  of  James  Fabians  the  land  being. 
Six  pole  in  Length;  on  the  North  West  Side,  and  three 
pole  &  halfe  att  ye  North  East  End:  and  foure  pole  on 
ye  South  west  Sid[e]  next  to  the  high  way:  and  Six  pole 
in  Length,  on  ye  Side  Joining  to  ye  Land  of  James  Fa¬ 
bians  ;  for  which  Land  he  has  paid,  three  pound  ten  shill¬ 
ings  in  money:  April  ye  9th  1692 

John  L(^g 
James  dennes 
nathanel  walton 
Ambrose  A  Gale  S[enr] 
his  marke 

[66]  Wee  whose  Names  are  hereunto  Subscribed  Trus¬ 
tees  for  the  Commoners  of  this  Towne  of  Marblehead,  for 
The  Selleing  of  House  Lottes  &  Encroached  Landes  &s. 
within  sd  Towne,  have  Sold  &  Alianated  Unto  Obidiah 
Bridges  of  sd.  Towne  a  Smale  parcell  of  Land  for  a  house 
Lott,  Bounded  upon  The  Land  of  Robt.  Nichols  &  Roger 
—  Stiphens,  To  the  South  Eastly.  side  and  is  There  Six 
poles  in  Length  —  Three  poles  Broade  att  the  Western 
End,  itt  is  ffive  pole  in  Length  on  The  North  Westly. 
side,  and  is  one  Pole  and  halfe  att  the  North  —  Easterly 
End  from  The  Walle  of  Roger  Stiphens  to  The  highway, 
for  which  hee  hath  in  hand  To  Us  paide  (for  The  Use  of 
the  sd.  Commoners)  The  Summe  of  Three  poundes  in 

Mony  before  Signeing  hereof.  In  Consideration  - 

where  off  hee  is  To  Injoy  The  Sd.  Land,  (or  house  lA)tt) 
as  an  Absolute  Estate  of  Inheritance.  To  him  his  Heires 
Executors  or  Assignes  for  Ever  Wittness  our  handes  att 
Marblehead  This  Eighteenth  day  of  March  1700/1  And 
in  The  Thirteenth  Yeare  of  his  Majties  Reign  over 
Engd.  &c  John  Legg 

Witness  John  Browne  Richard  Reith 

Cler.  To  the  Commoners  Archibald  Ferguson 

&  sd.  Towne  James  dennes 

Wee  whose  Names  are  hereunto  Subscribed.  Trustees  for 
The  Commoners  of  This  Towne  of  Marblehead,  Appointed 
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for  The  Selleing  of  house  Lottes  and  Incroched  Landes 
&s.  within  Sd.  Towne  have  Sold  &  Alianated  Unto  Elias 
Jayner.  of  sd.  Towne  &  Smale  parcell  of  Land  for  a  house 
Lott,  Bounded  Upon  Thomas  Severj’s  Land,  To  The 
North  Lastly  Side,  and  is  There  five  poles  in  Length,  and 
Three  pole  in  Breadth  on  The  South  Easterly  End, 
Abutteing  Upon  The  Land  of  mr.  Richard  Reith,  and 
Six  pole  in  Length  on  the  Westerly  side,  and  Three  pole 
broade  on  The  North  Westerly  End,  for  —  which  hee 
hath  paide  To  Us  in  hand  befor  signeing  hereof  The 
Summe  of  Three  poundes  in  Mony  (for  The  Use  of  The 
sd.  Commoners,)  for  which  Consideration  hee  is  To  In¬ 
joy  The  sd.  House  Lott,  as  an  Absolute  Estate  of  Inheri¬ 
tance.  To  him  his  Heires  &  Assignes  for  Ever,  Wittness 
our  handes  att  Marblehead  This  Eighteenth  day  of  March 
anno  domini  1700/1  And  In  The  Thirteenth  Yeare  of 
his  Majties  Reign  —  John  Legg 

Wittness  John  Browne  Richard  Reith 

Cler.  To  sd.  Commoners  Archibald  Ferguson 

&  sd.  Towne  James  dennes 

[67]  Wee  The  Subscribers  being  Impowered  &  Ap¬ 
pointed  by  The  Commoners  &  Towne  of  Marblehead  To 
Lay  out  Certaine  parcells  of  Land  formerly  Granted  by 
The  Towne  of  Salem  Unto  Sundrie  persons  as  appeares  of 
Record.  Wee  have  accordingly  Laide  out  To  John  And 
Samuel  Getchill  Six  Ackres  att  The  North  East  point  of 
the  Neck  The  North  East  line  being  50  poles.  The  South¬ 
west  line  50  poles.  The  Northwest  line  abutteing  upon  The 
great  harbour  19%  Pole  &  The  SouthEast  line  19%  Poles, 
being  Six  Ackers  according  To  the  Grant  aforsd.  Jere¬ 
miah  Getchill  &  Abigail  Larimore  alias  Rowland,  being 
pressent  and  Claimeing  a  Right  To  the  sd.  Grant,  and 
Accepted  of  the  Same 

dated  In  Marblehead  ^tay  19th  anno  dommini  1701  @ — 

John  Legg 
Richard  Reith 
John  stasey 

Wee  The  Subscribers  being  Impowered  Appointed  by 
The  Commoners  and  Towne  of  Marblehead  To  Laye  out 
Certaine  parcells  of  Land  formerly  Granted  by  The  Towne 
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of  Salem  Unto  Sundrie  persons  as  —  Appeares  of  Rec¬ 
ord,  Wee  have  accordingly  Laid  out,  To  mr  William  Wat¬ 
ters,  and  mr  Elias  Hf'nry  &  mr  Eleazor  Ingols,  as  The 
Heires  ExecCtrs]  or  Administratrs. 

[68]  The  Commoners  of  Marblehead  are  Dr 


[51]  £  s  d 

1691 


Apryl.  .To  paid  mr  Ferguson  for  Warning) 
the  men  att  a  meeting  —  ) 

May.  11  To.  paid  Capt.  John  Pittman  for. 
2  Barrels:  Powder 

To  paid  mr.  Ambrose  Gale  Junr.  for.  5 
bund,  of  plank 

To  paid  Robt.  Rounding  for.  5  hundd :  of 
boards 

June  To  paid  mr:  Masters  for  freight  of.  2 
gt.  guns  fro:  Boston: 

To  Spent  att  Wm  Waters  when  we  built  ye 
watch  house 

July  To  paid  Tho:  Powsland  for  Cariages 
for  ye  guns  (his  parte) 

To.  paid  mr.  James  Denis,  yt.  he  Spent  at 
John  Deverix’ 

Octobr.  To.  paid  Jacob  Knight,  for  Bricks, 
and  Laboiir — ^for  ye  Watch  house 
To.  one  Barrel  of  Powder:  att — 

To  paid  for  making  up  ye  farme.  fence  20s 
To  one  Barrel  of  Tarre  att.  5s 

1692  To  paid  Jerh:  Gatchel  for  Clamps  for 
ye  Gunns - 

Aprii:  7th  To  Spent  att  Wm  Waters’,  att  Sun¬ 
dry  times:  2s - 
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031„08„06 

Diie  to  Ballance.  in  Capt.  Legg’s  handes  „.6„.1„.6 


Remaines  dew  for  The  Last  Yeare’s  Balia.  „037 : 10„00 
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from  Ltt.  Dennis  £1„13„ — 

£6„.1„.6 


Stock  Totall  £7.,14„.6 
[317:10:00 
3  1:08:  6 


6:01:  6 


52  The  Commoners,  of  Marblehead  are  Pr  Contra  C — 


1691 


Apl.  25„By  Cash :  I  received  of  mr :  Willcott : 
By  Cash  I  recieued  of  Josep  Nicholson 
By  ditto  of  my  Selfe  Capt.  Legg 
By.  ditto  of  Maijor  Bedford  for  Samll 
Merrets  Land 

May  By  ditto  of  Thomas  Ellis:  40s 
By  ditto  of.  John  Stasey 
By  ditto  of  Bichard  Gross 
By  ditto  of  Bichard  Bced 
June:  11  By  ditto  of  Andrew  Tucker 

July:  5„B.y  ditto  of  James  fabians - 

By  ditto  of.  Bobert  Bartlet - 

March :  12., By  ditto  of.  Thomas  Severry 
1692  By  ditto  of.  John  Basset  20s 
April :  9th  By.  ditto  of  Peter,  ftggit 


1  14 

,, .  .  j-jjit,,  • 
„..1„10„. 
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,, . .  3,,15„  ■ 
„..1„15„, 
„..1„10„, 

. .  1,, . .  „ 

.3„10„ 


£„037„10„.. 


Att  A  Commoners  Meetteing  Att  Marblehead  April  11th 
..1692.  were  Chosen  as  a  Committee  Capt.  John  Legg 
(who  is  desired  To  keep  This  Commoners  booke  &  the 
Stock^  belongeing  To  Sd.  Commoners,)  mr.  Ambross 
Galle  Senr.  &  Ltt..  Bobertt  Bartlett,  who  are  a  Comittee 
to  Act  &  doe  in  Eury  Thing  Belateing  To  The  Common¬ 
ers,  according  To  a  form[er]  order  and  to  Bender  An 
Accompt  To  the  Saide  Commoners  in  a  Yeare 

3  Stock  refers  to  the  common  stock  or  money  owned  jointly 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  farm.  See  2-158. 


d 
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Alsoe  at  Same  Time  were  Chozen  &  Appointed  by  the 
Towne  &  Commoners  Capt.  John  Legg,  Capt.  Nathl  Nor- 
den.  mr,  John  Peach.  Lt.  Ilob[ertt]  Bartlett,  mr.  Wm. 
Woodes.  mr.  Richd.  Grosse.  Richd.  Trivett  mr.  Erasmu[s] 
James.  Samll  Reed  John  Brintnell  &  Nathanll.  Waltom: 
who  are  Impowred  any  &  Eury  of  them  To  Looke  after 
the  Common,  and  Stent  of  Catt[ell]  to  Errect  &  Repaire 
The  ffences  &  Gates  att  The  Charge  of  ye  Commoners,  & 
[to]  driue  The  Common  &  prossicute  all  offenders  There 
in  According  to  ffor[mer]  orders  Contained  in  This  booke, 
Esspetially  Those  off  the  Late  Yeares  Contained  in  ffollie 
(47)  The  Penelties  in  Those  former  Yeares  [are]  alsoe 
hereby  Established.  And  Libertie  is  hereby  Granted  to 
Imp[ound]  all  Such  Cattle  &  horsies  (whither  of  This 
Towne  or  others)  That  shall  [be]  found  Tresspasseing, 
And  Them  to  detaine  till  Satisfaction  bee  [made] 

[70]  The  Commoners  of  Marblehead.  . .  .are  Dr. . 

1692 

To  paid  Walter  Phillips  for  making  up 

ye  fence  „ — „12„00 

Apryl  To  paid  Thomas  Darling  for  making 
9-29  up  ye  fence  „ — „06„ — 

-  To  Spent  att  John  Deuerixes  when  we 

droue  the  Commons  .„01„.6 

9 :  To  Spent  at  William  Waters :  4”  6^  . .  „ .  4 :  . .  6 

May.  25.. To  paid  «Tohn  Ridan  for  posts  & 

Railes  for  ye  fence  — ,, .  5„ — 

01  09  00 

To  monie  Remaineing  dew  from  James 
Aprell  Dennis  Last  Yeare  — 

13  To  mony  that  I  paid  James  deness  001  00  00 

1693  To  monv  paid  Thomas  darlen  a  pr — 

[21]  00„02  00 
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Wee  The  Trustes  for  The  Commoners  heretofor  Ap¬ 
pointed  for  The  Selleing  and  disposeing  of  Incroached 
Landes  in  Marblehead  have  disposed  Sold  and  Alianated 
Unto  Richard  Skinner  of  Sd.  Towne  a  Smale  parcell  of 
Land  Lyeing  att  The  Lower:  End  of  The  Winde  Mill 
Hill  which  I-and  is  fower  ])ole  and  nine  fFootte  in  Length 
on  the  North  west  &  South  East  sides  and  Two  pole  and 
Twelve  ffoott.  broad  att  The  Southwest  End,  and  att  The 
North  East  End  on  The  Sd  Lande  Standes  a  Smale  house 
formerly  built  by  Richard  Rowland  Deceased  which 
house  is  on  The  North  East  of  the  sd.  Land  for  The  Just 
and  full  Summe  off  fortye  Shillings  in  mony  To  Us  paide 
for  The  use  of  The  Sd.  Commoners  in  hand  befor  Signe- 
ing  These  pressents,  and  accordingly  hee  The  Sd.  Richard 
Skiner  his  Heires  Executrs.  AdminisTratrs  and  Assigns 
is  To  Injoy  The  vSame  as  an  Absolute  Estate  of  Inheri¬ 
tance  for  Ever  Wittness  our  handes  att  Marblehead  This 
Thirteenth  day  of  March  In  the  Secound  Yea  re  of  her 
majtys  Reign  Anno  domini  1702/3 
Wittness 

Jno.  Browne  Cler. 

To  Commoners  Attead 

These  words,  (is  To  In  joy  The 
same).  Interlined  in  The  Latter 
End  of  This  Entry  was  made 
befor  Signeing 
John  Legg 
Richard  Reith 
Archibald  Ferguson 


[71] 

1692  The  Commoners  of  Mead,  are  Pr  Contra —  C — 


By  Cash  Reed,  of  Susanah  Burdure —  „ — „12„ — 

Nouemr.  26  By  ditto.  Reed,  of  Roger  Steeuens  „.2„10„ — 

003  02  0 


1694  @ 

Aprill  2^„By  Sundrie  disbursements  in  The) 

Last  yeare  by  Sd.  James  Dennis  \  „.1„15„10 
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By  cash  pd.  To  Capt.  John  Legg.  To  Balia —  „ — „17„  2 


.2„13, 


[72]  Marblehead  att  Same  meetteiug  on  The  other  side 
Aprill  11th.  1692  Was  ordrcd  by  Generali  Consent  That 
all  Swine  aboue  Three  monthes  old:  shall  bee  Yoaked  & 
Ringed  And  soe  Continued  from  The  20. th  of  this  In¬ 
stant  to  the  Last  of  October  Next,  on  Peneltie  of  Twentie 
shillings  for  Eury  offence,  or  bee  shott  down^  or  other¬ 
wise  destroyed  att  The  Pleasure  of  any,  Espetially  Thosse 
that  shall  sustaine  any  Damage  Thereby,  in  This  Towne 
And  That  all  Geesse  bee  kept  of  ffrom  The  Comon  from 
The  Last  off  June  To  the  25th.  of  Ober  next  on  Penaltie 
of  2*  pr  Eury  goosse  or  Gander  Soe  found;  or  bee  shott 
do^vne  or  otherwise  destroied  att  The  pleasure  of  any  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  fformer  order  of  This  Towne  And  That  all 
horsses  &  Mares  above  a  Yeare  old,  bee  forthwith  ffettred 
or  Clogged,  that  shall  bee  lett  Rune  on  The  Common  af¬ 
ter  The  Publickcation  here  off,  To  the  Last  of  October 
next,  on  Penalti[e]  of  Tw’entie  shillings,  to  bee  Levied  by 
distress  on  The  Same  or  other  Estate  of  The  Owners 
Thereof  for  Eury  offence,  to  bee  pd.  To  the  Select  men 
for  the  time  being,  and  the  Trustees  for  the  Commoners, 
The  one  Moietie  for  the  use  &  Releife  of  the  Poore  of 
this  Towne,  &  the  other  Moietie  to  the  use  off  the  Com¬ 
moners,  of  All  such  [Law]  Penalties  thatt  shall  be  Re- 
cowred  according  to  the  true  Intant  &  meaneing  hereoff. 
On  any  Horsses  Naires  Swaine  Geesse  or  Cowes  or  other¬ 
wise  in  this  To^vne  or  Common 

[73]  Mlead  Aprill  16.th  1692  @  The  Comittee  or 
Trustees  for  The  Commoners  Agreed  with  Walter  Phil¬ 
lips  &  John  his  Brother  for  to  make  up  &  mentaine  for 
This  Yeare,  all  That  ffence  Gates  and  Barrs  suffitiant  To 
the  Last  of  October  next,  whch  parcell  of  ffence  begins 
att  mr.  Rcddins  Walle  at  ye  South  side.  &  Runnes  up  to 

4  It  will  be  noted  that  hors?s  and  mares  unlike  swine  and 
geese  were  not  to  be  shot  at  pleasure.  Notice  also  the  distinc¬ 
tion  between  the  Selectmen  representing  the  Tows  and  the 
Trustees  representing  the  Commoners.  A  more  particular  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  damage  done  by  these  animals  will  be  found 
on  2-166. 
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mr  .  .  Blainer’s  ffence  to  a  Great  whitte  Oake  Tree  for 
which  hee  is  To  haue  20*  monie  to  bee  pd.  pr  Commoners 
Att  Same  time  Agreed  with  Nathl  Waltom  to  make  up 
all  that  ffence  &  Gates  that  Lyeth  between  mr.  Blainers 
Ifence  to  the  (Northwestwards)  &  George  Darlins  ffence 
&  to  mentaine  The  Same  Till  The  Last  of  Octobr.  next 

for  which  hee  is  to  have  shillings  Monie.  - 

Att  same  time  Agreed  with  Thomas  Darlin  for  to  make 
up  all  That  prcell  of  ffence  (&  keep  itt  up  Till  The  Last 
of  October  next)  which  lieth  between  John  Sanders  of 
Salem  &  his  ffather’s  —  ffence  for  which  hee  is  To  haue 
Tenn  shillings  monie  pr  ye  Comm[ons]  ffarther  Agreed 
with  Sd.  Darlin  for  to  Hang  The  Gate  att  fforist  Riuer 
Bridge  &  to  looke  After  itt  &  keep  itt  well  Hanged  Till 
The  Last  of  Octobr.  next  for  which  hee  is  to  haue  one 
Cowes  Lease  in  The  Common 

[74]  Wee  whose  Names  are  under  Written  Trustees 
for  The  The  Commoners  of  Marblehead  for  The  Aliana- 
tion  and  dispossall  of  vacant  &  Incroched  Land  &c,  for 
and  in  Consideration  of  Tenn  shillings  in  Monie  in  hand 
unto  us  paide  by  Eleazor  Tngols  of  Marbleheal  Cooper 
wee  have  and  here  by  doe  bargaine  Alianate  &  Sell  To 
The  afore  Sd.  Eleazor  Tngols  To  him  and  his  Heires  for 
Euer  To  have  and  To  hold  a  Certaine  little  peiec  or  Spott 
of  grownd  Eyeing  and  being  in  Marblehead  Neare  The 
Lyme  Kill,  Joyneing  to  mr.  Gales  Meddow  and  is  There 
Three  pole  long  to  ye  Westward.  To  the  Southward  To 
the  Streett  three  pole.  To  the  Eastward  to  the  Streett  Two 
pole,  To  ye  northwards  Joyneing  o  Elias  Henly  Senr.  a 
little  Garden  almost  Two  pole.  In  an  ununiforme  Figure 
as  itt  is  now  ffeneed  and  Noe  otherwise  dated  in  Marble¬ 
head  January  23ly.  1695/6  (S'  &  in  The  Seventh  yeare 
of  his  Majties  Reigne  &c. 

John  Legg 

Ambros  A.  gale  sen. 

Robart  Bartlett 

Wee  whose  names  are  imder  Written  being  Trustees  for 
The  Commoners  of  this  Towne  of  Marblehead  for  the 
alianation  and  disposeall  of  vacant  and  Incroached  Landes, 
&c,  for  and  in  Consideration  of  Twenty  shillings  in  monie 
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in  hand  unto  us  pd.  by  William  Watters  of  Marblehead, 
have  and  by  Thesse  pressents  doe  Sell  alianate  and  dis¬ 
pose  To  him  The  Sd.  William  Watters  and  to  his  Heires 
and  Assignes  for  Euer,  a  Certaine  parcell  of  Land  or 
Rockes  lyeing  and  being  where  his  house  now  Standes 
where  formerly  Stoodd  the  Pound  in  this  Towne,  Joyne- 
ing  To  mr.  Richard  Reedd’s  Land  and  Barne  which  is  on 
itts  North  East  Side  and  is  There  Seven  pole  &  halfe,  is 
Joyneing  To  Tymothy  Cumins  Garden  on  The  North 
West  Ifower  pole,  and  To  the  Streett  To  the  Southwest- 
ward  ffive  pole  and  halfe,  and  The  Fnintt  Streett  To  The 
South  Eastward  Two  pole  &  Two  ffoott  or  Thereabouts 
and  is  To  Leave  Two  ])ole  of  Clearewaye  betweene  his — 
Opposite  Ocrhard  and  his  house  att  the  Narrowest  place 
Dated  in  Marblehead  This  23**  Janry.  1695/6  @  and  in 
ye  Seventh  yeare  of  his  Majties  Reigne 

Robart  Bartlett  John  Legg 

Ambros  A  gale  sen 

[75]  We  whose  names  are  under  written  Trustees  for 
the  Commoners  of  Marblehead  for  ye  alienation  of  Vacant 
Lands;  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  Summ  of  Twelve 
Shillings  in  hand  paid  to  us  by  Susanna  Burdure  of  the 
Same  place  Widdow;  haue  and  doe  by  these  presents  bar¬ 
gain  and  Sell  to  ye  afor’said  Susanna  Burdure  her  heirs 
and  assignes  a  percel  of  Land. whereon  a  dwelling  house] 
somtimes  belonging  to  her  mother  j  stands  &  lying  in  the 
Said  Town  near  John  Bartols  Land  Conta?  Six  pole  and 
halfe  in  Length  and  Two  pole  in  breadth  bounding  with 
the  Commons  on  euery  Side  to  haue  and  hold  the  Said 
Land  to  her.  and  her  heirs  and  assignes  —  and  to  her 
and  their  proper  use  and  behoof  foreuer  in  witness  of 

which  we  haue  set  our  hands - 

John  Legg. 

Ambros  A  Gall  sen 
Robart  Bartlett 

We  whose  names  are  under  written  Trustees  for  the  Com¬ 
moners  of  Marblehead  for  the  alienation  of  Vacant  Lands 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  Summ  of  fifty  Shillings 
in  hand  paid  to  us  by  Roger  Steeuens,  of  the  same  place 
(fisherman)  haue  and  doe  by  these  presents  bargain  and 
Sel  to  the  aforesd.  Roger  Steeuens  his  heirs  and  assigns 
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a  parcel  of  Land.  Lyinsr  in  the  Said  Towne;  Joining  to 
the  Land  of  Robert  Nicholson,  the  Land  is  Six  pole  in 
Length  and  three  pole  in  breadth  at  each  end  being  bound¬ 
ed  with  the  Comons  on  the  N.  W.  and.  NE  and  S.E.  and 
with  the  Land  of  Robert  Nicholson  on  the  SW.  to  haue 
and  hold  the  said  Land  to  him  and  his  heirs  and  assigns 
and  theire  proper  use  and  behoof  for  euer  in  witness  of 
which  we  haue  set  our  hands  this.  26.  day  of  nouember 
1692 

John  Legg. 

Ambros  A  Gall  sen 

Robartt  Bartlett 

[76]  At  A  Meeting  of  the  Commoners  &  proprietors  of 
the  towne  of  Marblehead  Legally  warned  &  mett  March 
the  27th  1693.  Its  voted  that  Capt.  John  Legg  shall  keep 
the  Commrs  booke  &  the  stock  belonging  to  Sd.  Commrs 
for  this  yeare  and  to  record  &  enter  all  things  that  belong 
to  the  said  Commrs 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commoners  &  proprietors  of  the 
towne  of  Marblehead  legally  warned  &  mett  the  27th.  of 
March  1693.  Its  voted  that  no  sheep  shall  be  keept  upon 
the  Commons  of  Marblehead  in  regard  of  the  Smalnes 
of  the  said  commons  as  also  that  they  doe  spoile  the 
herbadge  &  feed  of  other  cattell,  and  theirby  are  a  lett  or 
hinderance  to  the  poore  of  this  towne  in  hiring  of  Cowes® 
from  other  townes,  for  which  considerations  the  vote  was 
passed  &  made  upon  the  penaltie  off  ten  shillings  in  money 
for  every  sheeprsoe  trespassing  &  feeding  upon  the  com¬ 
mons  aforsaid  by  such  as  annually  shall  be  appointed  to 
execute  the  Sd.  order  or  shall  be  Impowred  to  Look  after 
the  stint  or  priviledge  of  herbadge  of  the  Commoners, 
and  the  abovesd.  penaltie  to  be  disposed  the  on  halfe  to 

5  It  is  difficult  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  reference  to  “hir- 
inpr  of  cowes”  means  that  the  rule  passed  April  7,  1690  (page  2- 
109)  has  been  repealed  or  allow^  to  lapse.  See  also  2-158 
which  seems  to  indicate  that  the  rule  of  1690  was  modified  by 
1696  to  permit  lease  of  pasturage  to  strangers  after  the  towns¬ 
people  were  cared  for. 
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the  use  of  the  commoners  &  the  other  halfe  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  said  towne. 

John  L^g  Reoordr 

Archibald  Fergusson  towne. 

Clerk  in  Marblehead. 

Wee  whose  Names  are  under  written  Trustee’s  for  The 
Commoners  of  Marblehead  for  The  Allianation  of  vacant 
Landes,  and  In  Crochments  &c  for  and  in  Consideration 
of  One  pounde  &  Tenn  shillings  —  in  hand  paid  unto  us, 
by  Robert  Codner  of  This  Towne  of  Marblehead,  for 
which  wee  haue,  and  by  Thesse  pressents  do  Bargaine  and 
Sell  To  The  aforesd.  Robt.  Codner  his  Heires  and  As- 
signes  for  Euer  a  Certaine  parcell  of  Land  and  Rockes, 
whereon  his  now  old  dweleing  house  Standes  neare  mr. 
Richd.  Reedes  Hill  Land  in  Marblehead  bounded  with 
The  Sd.  Reedd’s  Hill  Lande  on  The  North  East  is  Three 
pole  and  halfe  and  Three  foott,  on  ye  North  West  Joine- 
ing  To  Jamina  Lukis’s  Garden  &  is  ffower  pole  and  Six 
foott,  and  To  The  South  East  Joineing  To  William  Wat¬ 
ters  Land  Fower  Pole,  and  To  The  South  West  to  the 
Streett  Fower  pole  and  nine  foott.  To  The  Truth  here  off 
wee  Subscribe  by  The  Authorities  of  the  Comonners  This 
first  day  of  Aprill  1695  @  In  the  71y  of  Their  Majties 
Reigne  &c. 

John  Legg 
Ambe  A  gall  sen 
Robert  Bartlett 

[771  At  A  meeting  of  the  Commoners  &  proprietors 
of  the  tow[ne]  of  Marblehead  Legally  warned  &  meet 
March  the  27th.  1693.  Its  voted  that  Leift:  James  Den¬ 
nis,  mr.  wm:  woods,  mr.  Robert  Goodwin  &  mr.  John 
Norman  all  of  Marblehead  are  the  persons  chosen  all  & 
every  of  them  &  by  these  presents  wee  give  them  &  every 
of  them  owr  full  p^wer  to  looke  after  the  Stint  of  Cattell 
for  herbadge  this  yeare  made  &  recorded  in  the  Com- 
mone[rs]  booke  &  by  a  gnrll  Court  order  settled  as  theirin 
will  appeare  and  that  no  person  keep  or  cause  to  be  keept 
any  more  cattell  of  what  kind  soever  then  is  allowed  them 
by  their  sd.  priviledge  And  we  further  Impower  the  per- 
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sons  abovenamed  to  take  notice  off  &  to  take  up  any  Such 
cattell  trespassing,  and  are  also  Impowered  to  prosecute 
at  Law  all  trespassers  whatever  that  doe  keep  or  cause 
to  be  keept  any  more  cattell  of  what  kind  soever  more 
then  their  stint  or  priviledge  allowes  them  and  to  take  of 
every  person  soe  trespassing  for  each  Cowe  ten  shillings 
in  money  &  for  every  horse  twintie  shillings  soe  often  as 
they  shall  be  found  trespassing  on  the  Commns  or  any 
proprietie  not  fenced  in  the  towne  ship  off  Marblehead, 
which  penalties  are  according  to  former  usuages  recorded 
in  the  Commrs  booke. 

John  Legg  Recordr 

Archibald  Fergusson  towne. 

Clerk  in  Marblehead. 

Wee  whose  names  are  under  written  being  Trustee’s  for 
The  Commoners  and  proprietrs  of  Marblehead  for  The 
Allianation  &  disposell  of  vacant  and  Incroched  Landes 
&c.  in  This  Towne :  for  and  in  Consideration  of  one  pound 
&  Tenn  shillings,  in  hand  paide  \into  us  by  Richard  Trivitt 
of  This  Towne  of  Marblehead  Cordewinder,  for  which 
wee  have  and  by  Thesse  pressents  doe  Bargaine  &  Sell  To 
him  the  Sd.  Richd.  Trivitt  his  Heires  and  Assignes  for 
Euer,  a  Certain  parcell  of  Land  where  on  his  dwelleing 
house  &  Barrie  now  Standeth  in  Marblehead,  bounded  viz. 
To  The  Steett  where  his  house  is  To  ye  North  West 
Three  Pole,  and  on  The  South  East  where  his  bame  is 
Three  pole,  and  Eight  pole  and  Three  Foott  on  ye  NEast 
side  joyneing  To  Benja.  Henly’s  Garden  and  on  The 
Sowth  wast  side  To  the  land  by  John  Brintnell[s]  house 
Eight  Pole  affd  Three  foott.  To  The  Truth  hereof  wee 
subscribe  by  The  Author itie  of  Sr.  Commoners  This  First 
daye  of  April  1695  @  and  in  The  Seventh  yeare  of 
Theire  Majties  Reigne  &c 

John  Legg. 

Ambros  A  gall  sr 

Robart  Bartlett 

[78]  Wee  whose  Names  are  under  written  Trustees  for 
The  Comoners  of  Marblehead,  for  The  Aliation  and  dis- 
poseall  of  vacant  Landes  and  in  Croachements  &c.  for  and 
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in  Consideration  of  Tenn  shillings  monie  in  hand  paide 
unto  us  bj  Joseph  Bubbee  of  This  Towne  for  which  wee 
have  and  by  Theese  prossents  doe  Bargaine  &  Sell  To 
him  ye  Sd.  Joseph  Bubbee  and  his  Heires  for  Ever  a  Cer- 
taine  spott  or  Strip  of  Land  on  The  T7orth  Sd.  of  his 
orchard  Joyneing  To  his  old  house  next  To  mr.  Devrix 
Farme,  dated  in  Marblehead  This  Thirteeth  day  Sep¬ 
tember  1695  @  - 

John  Legg 
Ambros  A  gall  sn 
Robart  Bartlett 

Wee  whose  names  areunder  written  Trustees  for  The 
Comoners  of  Marblehead  for  The  alianation  and  dispose- 
all  of  vacant  Landes  &  Incroachements  &c.  for  and  in 
Consideration  of  Twelve  shillings  monie  in  hand  paide- 
unto  us  by  Benja  James  of  This  Towne,  for  which  wee 
have  and  by  These  pressents  doe  hereby  Alianate  Bar¬ 
gaine  and  Sell  To  him  and  his  Heires  and  Assignes  for 
Ever  a  Certaine  Strip  of  Land  on  The  North  East  End 
of  his  House,  between  The  house  of  Phillip  Pearce  Late 
of  This  Towne  and  his  Now  garden  fronteing  To  The 
Street  and  a  smale  Strip  on  ye  wester  Side  of  his  shop 
Runneing  square  with  ye.  Ende  of  his  Bame  The  whole 
Rangeing  in  Front  square  wth.  his  shop  dated  in  Marble¬ 
head  September  30th  1695  @ 

John  Legg 
iVmbros  A  gale  sen 
Robart  Bartlett 

Wee  whose  names  are  under  written  Trustees  for  The 
Comoners  of  Marblehead  for  The  Alianation  and  dis- 
poseall  of  vacant  Landes  and  Incroachments  &c.  for  and 
in  Consideration  of  Thirtee  shillings  monie  in  hand  paide- 
unto  us  by  Capt.  Nathaniell  Norden  and  William  Wat¬ 
ters  both  of  This  Towne  To  Each  one  Moyettie  of  all  The 
Incroached  Landes  That  is  now  within  fence  betweene 
The  Land  of  Capt.  Samuil  Legg  on  the  South  West,  and 
The  Land  of  mr.  John  Codner  on  The  North  East,  fronte¬ 
ing  To  the  South  East  being  all  and  Singular  The  pre¬ 
misses  as  [is],  before  Exprest  from  one  Ende  to  The 
other  Except  The  Sd.  mr.  John  Codners  Right  of  med- 
dow.  To  have  and  To  hold  The  Sd.  Land  To  Them  and 


362  MABBLEHEAD  COMMONEES’  BECOEDS,  1652-1745 

Theire  Heires  and  Assignes  for  Ever,  dated  in  Marble¬ 
head  his  Thirteeth  daye  of  September  1695  @ 

John  Legg 

Ambers  A  Galle  Senr 
Robartt  Bartlett 

[79]  Wee  whose  Names  are  underwritten  Trustees  for 
The  Conunoners  of  the  Towne  of  Marblehead  for  The 
Allianation  and  disposeall  of  vacant  and  Incroached 
Landes  &c.  for  and  in  C!onsideration  of  one  pounde 
Fower  shillinges  in  Monie  in  hand  pd.  unto  us  for  The 
use  of  Sd.  Commoners,  by  William  Peach  of  This  Towne, 
for  which  wee  have  and  by  Theese  pressents  doe  Bargaine 
Alianate  &  Sell  unto  him  the  sd.  William  Peach  his 
Heires  and  Successors  for  Ever,  a  parcell  of  Incroached 
Land  anywhere  now  in  fence  Adjoineing  To  That  home- 
steed  where  now  lives  The  Sd.  William  Peach  in  This 
Towne,  Comonly  called  &  knowne  by  the  Name  of  Harttes 
liveing  dated  in  Marblehead  This  Seventh  daye  of  No¬ 
vember  1695  @  and  in  the  Seventh  yeare  of  his  ]\Iajties 
Reigne. 

•  John  Legg 

Ambros  A  gall  senor. 
Robart  Bartlett 

Wee  whose  Names  are  underwritten  Trustees  for  The 
Commoners  of  This  Towne  of  Marblehead,  for  The  allian¬ 
ation  and  dispossal  of  vacant  and  Incroached  Landes  @c. 
for  and  in  Consideration  of  Two  poundes  in  Monie  in 
hand  paide  unto  us  for  The  use  of  Sd.  Commoners  by 
John  Riddeng  of  This  Towne,  for  which  wee  have  and 
by  Thesse  presents  doe  Bargaine  Allianate  and  sell  unto 
him  the  Sd.  John  Riddeing  his  Heires  and  Assignes  for- 
Euer  a  parcell  of  Incroached  Land  any  where  with  in 
The  fence  as  itt  now  Standes  now  joyneing  To  and  Round 
about  that  house  and  Land  where  now  hee  Lives  neare 
The  Stockes  in  this  Towne,  where  Last  Lived  and  died 
his  Father  mr  Theadeius  Riddeng.  Dated  in  Marble¬ 
head  This  Nineteenth  daye  of  December  1695  @  &  in 
the  Seventh  yeare  of  his  Majties  Reign 
Wittness  Jno.  Browne  Towne  Cler. 

John  Legg 
Ambrose  A  gall  ser 
Robart  Bartlett 
(To  he  continued) 


GLOUCESTER  HARBOR 


SHIP  REGISTERS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
GLOUCESTER,  1789-1875. 


Compiled  from  the  Gloucester  Customs  Records, 
Now  IN  Possession  of  the  Essex  Institute. 


The  work  of  assembling  in  alphabetical  order  the 
names  of  all  vessels  registered  at  the  Port  of  Gloucester 
from  1789  to  1875,  together  with  date  of  registry,  type 
of  vessel,  tonnage,  measurements,  owners  and  masters,  is 
presented  in  form  similar  to  the  Ship  Registers  of  Salem 
and  Beverly,  published  by  the  Essex  Institute  in  1900, 
and  the  Ship  Registers  of  Newburyport,  also  published 
by  the  Institute  in  1937. 

The  District  of  Gloucester  comprised  not  only  the  port 
of  Gloucester  but  Rockport  and  Manchester  as  well.  All 
records  to  1900  have  been  deposited  in  the  Essex  In¬ 
stitute. 

Included  in  this  compilation  are  the  early  registers 
which  were  sent  to  Washington  many  years  ago  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  French  spoliation  claims,  and  were  on 
deposit  in  the  Treasury  Department.  The  years  1845  to 
1857,  which  are  missing  from  the  Gloucester  Customs 
Records  deposited  at  the  Essex  Institute,  have  been  sup¬ 
plied  from  Department  of  Commerce  copies  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Archives.  Microfilms  of  these  Registers  were  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  National  Archives  to  the  Peabody  Museum 
of  Salem,  where  they  were  transcribed  by  Mr.  Ralph  D. 
Merritt  of  the  National  Archives  Project,  through  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  W.  McElroy,  Deputy  Archivist  for 
New  England.  These  were  in  poor  condition  and  out 
of  a  total  of  342  Registers,  60  were  so  mutilated  or  illegi¬ 
ble  that  they  could  not  be  transcribed.  Consequently  only 
282  Registers  for  this  period  are  included  in  this  pub¬ 
lication. 

It  is  believed  that  the  list  will  be  found  to  be  fairly 
accurate  and  comprehensive  as  pertaining  to  foreign- 
bound  vessels  belonging  to  this  district.  It  should  be 
remembered  that,  in  the  names  of  masters  of  vessels,  those 
only  are  given  who  happened  to  be  in  command  of  a  ves- 
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sel  when  it  changed  ownership.  There  were  other  mas¬ 
ters  of  the  same  vessel,  in  many  cases,  whose  names  it  is 
not  possible  to  obtain  from  the  registers.  The  hailing 
port  of  each  vessel  is  not  given,  if  belonging  to  Gloucester. 

The  Essex  Institute  is  indebted  to  Col.  Lawrence 
Waters  Jenkins,  Director  of  the  Peabody  Museum,  Salem, 
and  to  Mr.  Walter  Muir  Whitehill,  Assistant  Director  of 
the  same  institution,  for  valuable  suggestions  in  the  com¬ 
pilation  of  this  work. 

A.  I.  Franklin,  sch.,  Southport,  Me.,  87  47/95  tons; 
built  Essex,  1854;  temporary,  length,  70  ft.  6  in.;  breadth, 
19  ft.  6  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  3  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square 
stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Jan.  3,  1856,  “Prev.  Enrollment 
no.  136,  July  11,  1854,”  “Surrendered  Feb.  25,  1856,  Wis- 

casset.  Me.”  Frederick  Reed,  -  McKeown,  Jackson 

Hodgdon,  Southport,  Me.,  owners;  Frederick  Reed,  master. 

A.  M.  Howe,  sch.,  53  95 /lOO  tons ;  built  Essex,  1857 ; 
length,  65  ft.;  breadth,  19  8/10  ft.;  depth  7  5/10  ft.;  one 
deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Nov.  27, 
1874,  “Enrollment  no.  172  issued  June  5,  1873.”  Russell 
D.  Terry,  owner;  Russell  D.  Terry,  master. 

A.  W.  Dodd,  sch.,  45  49/100  tons;  built  Essex,  1860; 
length,  63  ft.  2  in. ;  breadth,  19  ft.  3  in. ;  depth,  6  ft.  6  in. ; 
one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Oct. 
28,  1870,  “Enrollment  no.  56  issued  Feb.  1,  1868.”  James 
G.  Tarr,  David  Tarr,  Stephen  Dodd,  Robert  Fears,  owners; 
William  S.  Joyce,  master. 

Abalena,  sch.,  Harpswell,  Me.;  20  12/95  tons;  built  Es¬ 
sex,  1839;  temporary,  length,  38  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  11  ft. 
10  in.;  depth,  5  ft.  2  in.;  square  stern,  no  figurehead.  Reg. 
Nov.  14,  1844;  “Enrollment  no.  23,  Apr.  4  1842.”  James 
Johnson,  Isaac  Johnson  of  Harpswell,  Me.,  owners;  James 
Johnson,  master. 

Abby  Jones,  brig,  109  53/95  tons;  built  Maine,  1851; 
length,  98  ft.;  breadth,  30  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square 
stern.  Reg.  — ,  1856,  Previous  Register  Boston,  June  16, 
1856,  “Vessel  condemned  and  sold  at  Public  Auction,  St. 
Thomas,  Mar.  10,  1860.”  David  S.  Day,  Obadiah  Wood¬ 
bury,  Charles  Fitz,  -  Curtis,  owners;  William  Tucker, 

master. 

Abigail,  sch.,  61  34/95  tons;  built  Bradford,  1785; 
length,  49  ft.  3  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  4  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  3  in. 
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Reg.  Jan.  29,  1791.  James  Pearson  of  Gloucester,  owner; 
Robert  Henderson,  master. 

Abigail,  sch.,  61  34/95  tons;  built  Bradford,  1789; 
length,  59  ft.  1  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  4  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  3  in. 
Reg.  July  9,  1794.  William  Pearson  of  Gloucester,  owner; 
Henry  Smith,  master. 

Abigail,  sch.,  77  46/95  tons;  built  Bradford,  before  May 
16,  1789;  length,  63  ft.;  breadth,  16  ft.  8  in.;  depth,  8  ft. 
4  in.  Reg.  Jan.  15,  1799.  William  Pearson  of  Gloucester, 
owner;  Theodore  Stanwood,  master. 

Abigail  and  Eliza,  sch.,  119  8/95  tons;  built  North- 
port,  Me.,  1836;  length,  74  ft.  7  in.;  breadth,  21  ft.  7  in.; 
depth,  8  ft.  6  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  bil¬ 
let  head.  Reg.  Apr.  12,  1839,  “Enrollment  no.  61  Belfast, 
July  22,  1837.”  William  Ellery,  Matthew  Gaffney,  Michael 
Gaffney,  owners;  Thayles  Curtis,  master.  Reg.  July  21, 
1841,  “Temporary  Register  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  Nov.  23,  1839.” 
William  Y.  Davis,  Michael  Gaffney,  Daniel  Gaffney,  owners; 
Benjamin  Atkins,  master.  Reg.  Nov.  29,  1843,  “Enrollment 
no.  53  issued  June  30,  1842.”  William  F.  Davis,  Michael 
Gaffney,  Daniel  Gaffney,  owners;  Charles  Sutton,  master. 

Abigail  Brown,  sch.,  47  50/100  tons;  built  Essex,  1850; 
length,  62  ft.  4  in.;  breadth,  19  ft.  2  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  3  in.; 
one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Nov. 
22,  1867,  “Enrollment  no.  71  issued  Apr.  1,  1867.”  Edward 

E.  Burnham,  George  Brown,  James  McNeill,  owners;  James 
McNeill,  master.  Reg.  Jan.  16  1872,  “Enrollment  no.  159 
issued  May  11,  1869.”  George  W.  Plumer,  owner;  Gilman 
S.  Williams,  master.  Reg.  Jan.  2,  1873,  “Enrollment  no. 
119  issued  May  18,  1872.”  George  W.  Plumer,  owner;  John 

F.  Norwood,  master. 

Abigail  C.  Woodbury,  sch.,  71  68/100  tons;  built  Essex, 
1867;  length,  73  ft.  4  in.;  breadth,  22  ft.  4  in.;  depth,  7  ft. 
9  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billethead.  Reg. 
Nov.  5,  1867,  “Enrollment  no.  174  issued  June  5,  1867.” 
Horatio  Babson,  David  C.  Babson  of  Rockport,  owners; 
George  W.  Walen,  master. 

Accumulator,  sch.  Castine,  Me.;  58  57/95  tons;  built 
Essex,  1834;  temporary,  length,  56  ft.  10  in.;  breadth.  16 
ft.  2^  in. ;  depth  7  ft.  3%  in. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square 
stem,  billet  head.  Reg.  Jan.  5,  1850,  Previous  Enroll¬ 
ment  Mar.  10,  1839.  Ben  jamin  D.  Gay,  William  A.  Willard, 
Benjamin  Coombs,  Castine,  Me.,  owners;  John  Collins, 
master. 

Active,  brig,  118  35/95  tons;  built  Falmouth,  1801; 
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length,  71  ft.  5  in.;  breadth,  21  ft.  10  in.;  depth,  8  ft.  10 
in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern.  Reg.  May  28,  1804, 
“Temporary  Reg.  no.  190  issued  at  Boston,  May  3,  1804.” 
William  Pearce,  Henry  Pearce,  owners;  Mark  Pool,  jr.,  mas¬ 
ter.  Reg.  July  28,  1806.  Henry  Pearce,  owner;  Stephen 
Knights,  master.  Reg.  June  15,  1810.  William  Pearce, 
Henry  Pearce,  owners;  Joseph  Babson,  master. 

Active,  sch.,  square  stern,  Manchester,  112  70/95  tons; 
built  Newburyport  1803;  length  62  ft.  7  in.;  breadth  20  ft. 

8  in.;  depth,  10  ft.  4  in.;  Reg.  Dec.  23,  1811,  “Enrollment 
no.  28,  June  3,  1811.”  Ezekiel  Leach  of  Manchester,  own¬ 
er;  Daniel  Cross,  master. 

Active,  sch.,  Provincetown,  37  67/95  tons;  built  Glouces¬ 
ter,  1826;  temporary,  length,  47  ft.  8  in.;  breadth,  14  ft.  6 
in.;  depth,  6  ft.  4  in.;  pink  stern,  no  figurehead.  Reg.  Feb. 
28,  1827,  “Enrollment  no.  61,  May  22,  1826.  James  Smalley, 
Abraham  Smalley,  Joseph  H.  Smith  of  Provincetown,  own¬ 
ers;  James  Smalley,  master. 

Active,  sch.,  pink  stern.  Cranberry  Isle,  Me.,  45  35/95 
tons;  built  Gloucester,  1829;  temporary,  length,  50  ft.  8  in.; 
breadth,  15  ft.  5  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  9  in.  Reg.  Nov.  22, 
1836,  “Enrollment  no.  54,  Apr.  8,  1829.”  Benjamin  Spur- 
ling  of  Cranberry  Isle,  Me.,  owner;  Joseph  Manchester, 
master. 

Adams,  sch.,  50  31/95  tons;  built  Newbury,  1783;  length, 
43  ft.  6  in. ;  breadth,  15  ft.  1  in. ;  depth,  7  ft.  3  in.  Reg. 
Feb.  16,  1792.  Joseph  Proctor  of  Gloucester,  owner;  Wil¬ 
liam  Allen,  master.  Reg.  Aug.  6,  1798.  Joseph  Procter  of 
Gloucester,  owner;  Stephen  Brown,  master. 

Adams,  sch.,  square  stern,  72  73/95  tons;  built  Gloucester, 
1825;  length,  59  ft.;  breadth,  17  ft.  8  in.;  depth,  8  ft.  1  in.; 
billet  head.  Reg.  Jan.  6,  1826,  “Enrollment  no.  74  issued 
July  11,  1825.”  Samuel  Lane,  Epes  Lane,  owners;  David 
Lane,  jr.,  master.  Reg.  Dec.  11,  1826,  “Enrollment  no.  73 
issued  July  19,  J826.”  Samuel  Lane,  Epes  Lane,  owners; 
David  Lane,  master.  Reg.  Mar.  1,  1828,  “Enrollment  no. 
77  issued  July  5,  1827.”  Winthrop  Sargent,  David  Worces¬ 
ter,  owners;  Epes  Ellery,  master. 

Adams,  sch.,  pink  stern,  24  45/95  tons;  built  Ipswich, 
1804;  temporary,  length,  40  ft.  3  in.;  breadth,  11  ft.  4  in.; 
depth,  6  ft.  2  in.  Reg.  Dec.  5,  1822,  “Enrollment  no.  26 
May  5,  1804.”  Reuben  Carver  of  Vinalhaven,  Me.,  owner; 
Reuben  Carver,  master. 

Adriatic,  brig,  square  stern,  145  52/95  tons;  built  Med¬ 
ford,  1817;  length,  83  ft.  4  in.;  breadth,  19  ft.  8  in.;  depth. 
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9  ft.  10  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  27,  1837,  “Temporary 
Reg.  no.  308  issued  at  Boston,  Dec.  21,  1837.”  George  H. 
Rogers,  Obadiah  Woodbury,  Thales  Curtis,  owners;  Thales 
Curtis,  master.  Reg.  Dec.  12,  1838.  George  H.  Rogers, 
Obadiah  Woodbury,  owners ;  Charles  Saunders,  master.  Reg. 
Nov.  19,  1841.  Nathaniel  Rogers,  owner;  Nathaniel  Rogers, 
master. 

Adventure,  sch.,  53  47/95  tons;  built  Kingston,  1787; 
length,  57  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  2  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  7  in. 
Reg.  April  23,  1800.  Daniel  Rogers,  Jr.  of  Gloucester,  own¬ 
er;  William  Dolliver,  master.  Reg.  Jan.  14,  1804.  Daniel 
Rogers,  jr.,  Zebulon  Stanwood,  owners;  Isaac  Wharff,  master. 

Adventure,  sch.,  53  47/95  tons;  built  Kingston,  1791; 
length,  57  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  2  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  7  in. 
Reg.  Aug.  24,  1798.  John  Gorham,  Agent  to  Dan’l  Rogers 
of  Gloucester,  owner;  William  Kerham,  master. 

Adventure,  sch.,  92  71/95  tons;  built  Newbury,  1796; 
length,  65  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  20  ft.  2  in.;  depth,  8  ft.  2  in. 
Reg.  June  15,  1796.  John  Oaks  and  James  Millet,  both  of 
Gloucester,  owners;  William  Oaks,  master.  Reg.  Dec.  14, 
1797.  John  Oaks  and  James  Millett,  both  of  Gloucester, 
owners;  William  Oaks,  master. 

Agenoria,  sch.,  square  stern,  86  86/95  tons;  built  New¬ 
bury,  1812;  length,  63  ft.  5  in.;  breadth,  18  ft.  10  in.; 
depth  8  ft.  5  in.  Reg.  Nov.  20,  1819,  “Register  no.  18  issued 
at  Boston,  Jan.  20,  1819.”  Fitz  William  Sargent,  owner; 
William  Winter,  master.  Reg.  Oct.  23,  1820.  Winthrop 
Sargent,  Fitz  William  Sargent,  owners;  John  Harraden,  jr., 
master. 

Agile,  brig,  square  stern,  140  tons;  built  Bowdoinham, 
Me.,  1829;  length,  81  ft.  10^^  in.;  breadth,  23  ft.  lOV^  in.; 
depth  8  ft.  3  in.  Reg.  Nov.  24,  1834,  “Temporary  Reg.  no. 
252  issued  at  Boston  &  Charlestown  Aug.  2,  1834.”  Elias 
Davison,  John  W.  Lowe,  Michael  A.  Parsons,  owners;  Mi¬ 
chael  A.  Parsons,  master. 

Agnes,  sch.,  square  stern,  Boston,  67  86/95  tons;  length, 
60  ft.  11  in.;  breadth,  18  ft.  11  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  lOV^  in. 
Reg.  May  20,  1814,  temporary,  “Adjudged  forfeited  for  a 
breach  of  the  U.  S.  laws,  by  a  decree  of  the  Mass.  District 
Ct.  at  Boston  Mar.  term,  1814.”  Joseph  N.  Bacon  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  owner;  Joseph  N.  JBacon,  master. 

Alabama,  sch.,  69  36/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1839;  length, 
59  ft.  3  in. ;  breadth,  16  ft.  9  in. ;  depth  8  ft. ;  one  deck,  two 
masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  May  8,  1854,  “Pre- 
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vious  enrollment,  Mar.,  1852,”  Epes  Young,  Epes  Young, 
jr.,  owners;  master  not  given. 

Albatross,  sch.,  Freeport,  Me.,  45  38/100  tons;  built 
Clinton,  Conn.,  1839 ;  temporary,  length,  59  ft.  2  in. ; 
breadth  20  ft.  5  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  12  in.;  square  stern,  billet 
head;  Reg,  Oct.  28,  1870,  “Enrollment  no.  45  issued  at 
Portland,  Me.;  Oct.  30,  1869.”  C.  H.  Pettingill,  John 
Blethen,  R.  S.  Soule,  Josiah  Merrill,  all  of  Freeport,  Me., 
George  H.  Crockett,  R.  N.  York,  Charles  Merrill,  James 
Hinckley,  Edward  Thurston,  Stephen  C.  Munsey,  A.  B. 
Walker,  all  of  Portland,  Me.,  J.  R.  Bagley  of  Boston,  own¬ 
ers;  Andrew  Gould  of  Freeport,  master. 

Albion,  sch.,  square  stern,  Camden,  Me.,  58  66/95  tons; 
built  Phipsburg,  Me.,  1825,  temporary;  length,  51  ft.  IOI/2 
in. ;  breadth,  15  ft.  8%  in. ;  depth,  8  ft.  4%  in. ;  billet 
head.  Reg.  Dec.  12,  1840,  “Enrollment  no.  99  issued  at 
Camden,  Nov.  7,  1839.”  Patrick  McLaughlen  of  Camden, 
Me.,  owner;  Patrick  McLaughlen,  master. 

Alexandria,  sch.,  165  26/95  tons;  built  Fairfield,  Conn., 
1832;  length,  80  ft.;  breadth,  20  ft.  8  in.;  depth,  10  ft.  1 
in. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg. 

- ,  1855,  “Prev.  Reg.  no.  96,  Boston,  Mar.  23,  1855.”  Eli 

F.  Stacy,  William  P.  Dolliver,  owners;  Mark  Lane,  jr.,  mas¬ 
ter.  Reg.  Mar.  28,  1857,  “Prev.  Enrollment,  no.  183,  Nov. 
21,  1856.”  Eli  F.  Stacey,  William  P.  Dolliver,  owners;  Ben¬ 
jamin  R.  Kidder,  master. 

Alfalfa,  sch.,  square  stern,  79  91/95  tons;  built  Essex, 
1851 ;  length,  67  ft.  7  in. ;  breadth,  18  ft.  10  in. ;  depth,  7 
ft.  2  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  10,  1858,  “Enrollment 
no.  78  issued  Apr.  3,  1856.”  Charles  Parkhurst,  William 
P.  Parkhurst,  owners;  Andrew  J.  Iverson,  master.  Reg. 
Dec.  14,  1859,  “Enrollment  no.  102  issued  Apr.  5,  1859.” 
Charles  Parkhurst,  William  P.  Parkhurst,  owners;  Andrew 
J.  Iverson,  ma^er. 

Alice  M.  Lewis,  sch.,  elliptic  stern,  66  82/100  tons; 
built  Essex,  1869 ;  length,  73  ft.  5  in. ;  breadth,  21  ft.  1  in. ; 
depth,  7  ft.  5  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  billet  head.  Reg. 
Nov.  30,  1870,  “Enrollment  no.  197  issued  July  23,  1869.” 
Jesse  Lewis,  Joseph  Friend,  James  A.  Hamilton,  all  of  Man¬ 
chester,  Burley  S.  Crombie,  Willard  R.  Burnham,  Daniel  A. 
Burnham,  all  of  Essex,  owners;  Edward  Stapleton,  master. 
Reg.  Dec.  2,  1872,  sch.,  square  stern,  “Enrollment  no.  103 
issued  Apr.  24,  1871.”  Jesse  Lewis,  Joseph  Friend,  James 
A.  Hamilton,  all  of  Manchester,  Burley  C.  Cromhie,  Willard 
R.  Burnham,  Daniel  A.  Burnham,  all  of  Essex,  owners;  Jesse 
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Lewis,  master.  Reg.  Dec.  3,  1873,  “Enrollment  no.  104  is¬ 
sued  Apr.  14,  1873.”  Jesse  Lewis,  Joseph  Friend,  James 
A.  Hamilton,  all  of  Manchester,  Burley  S.  Crombie,  Willard 
R.  Burnham,  Daniel  A.  Burnham,  all  of  Essex,  owners;  Jesse 
Lewis,  master. 

Allie  H.  Belden,  sch.,  Hartford,  169  50/100  tons; 
built  Hartford,  1870;  temporary,  length,  104  ft.;  breadth, 
28  5/10  ft.;  depth,  7  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern, 
billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  13,  1871,  “Enrollment  no.  32,  issued 
at  Middletown,  Ct.,  Dee.  9,  1870.”  Elnathan  Mayo  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  E.  H.  Williams,  M.  R.  Brazos,  S.  &  E.  S.  ^elden,  Fos¬ 
ter  &  Co.,  Abner  Church,  E.  Taylor  &  Co.,  J.  F.  Phillips, 
C.  L.  Phillips,  Henry  T.  Bronson,  R.  F.  Blodgett  &  Co.,  Wm. 
Thompson,  J.  S.  Hassey  of  Hartford,  Ct.,  H.  G.  Beaumont, 
William  D.  Beaumont  of  E.  Hartford,  Ct.,  William  T.  Den¬ 
ham  of  Glastonbery,  Ct.,  L.  Davis  of  Elizabethport,  N.  J., 
C.  M.  Edwards  of  Saysville,  N.  Y.,  Nickerson  &  Emory, 
Julia  A.  Harding,  Ephraim  Taylor,  Joseph  Emory,  Elij^ 
Crosby,  Henry  Bates,  Clement  Hendrick,  Roland  MuUett, 
Betsey  Harding,  George  Taylor,  Washington  Talor  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  William  Bates  of  New  Bedford,  Lewis  F.  Smith  of 
Harwich,  owners;  Elnathan  Mayo,  master. 

Alligator,  brig,  89  26/95  tons;  built  Newbury,  1798; 
length,  64  ft.;  breadth,  18  ft.  2  in.;  depth,  8  ft.  8  in.  Reg. 
July  16,  1798.  William  Sargent  of  Gloucester,  owner; 
Abraham  Williams,  master.  Reg.  April  12,  1800.  George 
Taylor  of  Salem,  owner;  George  Taylor,  master. 

Alonzo,  brig,  square  stern,  Manchester,  130  8/95  tons; 
built  Duxbury,  1806;  length,  68  ft.  10  in.;  breadth,  20  ft. 
31/^  in.;  depth  10  ft.  9  in.  Reg.  June  10,  1806.  Abiel  Bur¬ 
ges  of  Manchester,  owner;  Abiel  Burges,  master. 

Alva,  snow,  square  stern,  153  23/95  tons;  built  Orland, 
1805;  length,  80  ft.  9  in.;  breadth,  23  ft.  1  in.;  depth,  9  ft. 

5  in.  Reg.  Feb.  21,  1810,  “Temporary  reg.  no.  210  issued 
at  Boston  June  26,  1809.”  William  Coffin,  owner;  William 
H.  Bowers,  master. 

Amaranth,  sch.,  square  stern.  New  Castle  N.  H.,  65 
32/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1837;  temporary,  length,  59  ft. 

6  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  9  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  6  in.;  billet  head. 
Reg.  Dec.  12,  1838,  “Enrollment  no.  79  issued  Aug.  30, 
1838.”  Thomas  Tarlton  of  New  Castle,  N.  H.,  owner;  Ben¬ 
jamin  Batson,  master. 

Amazon,  brig,  202  12/95  tons;  built  Salem,  1824;  length, 
86  ft.  5  in.;  breadth,  23  ft.;  depth,  11  ft.  6  in.;  two  decks, 
two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  July  19,  1837, 
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"Register  no.  18,  issued  at  Salem  July  24,  1835.”  William 
Babson,  Jolin  Somes,  William  Grover,  owners;  William  Gro¬ 
ver,  master.  Reg.  — ,  1845,  "Prev.  Register  no.  6,  July  9, 
1837.”  John  Somes,  Edward  Babson,  William  Grover,  own¬ 
ers;  Edward  Babson,  master.  Reg.  Nov.  10,  1845.  John 
Somes,  Edward  Babson,  William  Grover,  owners;  Edward 
Babson,  master.  Temporary  Reg.  Nov.  19,  1846,  “Prev. 
Reg.  1846.”  Edward  Babson,  John  Somes,  and  others,  own¬ 
ers;  - Davis,  master,  Reg.  Dec.  1,  1846.  Same  owners. 

Reg.,  Nov.  21,  1849,  “Prev.  Register  no.  12,  Nov.  19,  1846.” 
Edward  Babson,  Solomon  H.  Davis,  owners;  Solomon  H. 
Davis,  master. 

America,  sch.,  pink  stern,  Georgetown,  Me.,  16  70/95 
tons;  built  Essex,  1813,  temporary;  length,  35  ft.;  breadth, 

11  ft.;  depth,  5  ft.  1  in.  Reg.  Nov,  6,  1835.  James  Wil¬ 
liams  of  Georgetown,  Me.,  owner;  James  Williams,  master. 

America,  sch.,  Bucksport,  Me.,  27  84/95  tons;  built  Man¬ 
chester,  1828;  temporary,  length,  40  ft.  10  in.;  breadth, 

12  ft.  8  in. ;  depth,  6  ft.  3i/^  in. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  pink 
stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  July  6,  1855,  “Prev.  Enrollment 
no.  25,  Feb.  17,  1851.”  John  Dunn,  William  Black,  Bucks¬ 
port,  Me.,  owners;  John  Dunn,  master. 

American  Eagle,  sch.,  square  stern,  Lynn,  34  81/95 
tons;  built  Gloucester,  1829,  temporary;  len^h,  46  ft.; 
breadth,  14  ft.  6  in. ;  depth,  6  ft.  IV^  in.  Reg.  Apr.  1,  1833. 
Henry  Wardwell  of  Lynn,  owner;  Henry  Wardwell,  master. 

American  Standard,  sch.,  pink  stem,  Pawtucket,  33 
46/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1828,  temporary;  length,  44  ft. 
5  in.;  breadth,  13  ft.  7  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  5V^  in.  Reg.  Apr. 
18,  1843,  “Enrollment  no.  54  issued  Apr.  5,  1828.”  Alan- 
son  Thayer  of  Pawtucket,  owner;  Reuben  Phillips,  master. 

Amey  and  Polly,  sloop,  square  stern,  Thomaston,  Me., 
48  79/95  tons;  built  Westport,  Me.,  1817;  temporary,  length, 
52  ft.  5  in.;  brqadth,  16  ft.  7  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  7  in.  Reg. 
Sept.  14,  1840,  “Enrollment  no.  60  issued  Aug.  22,  1839  at 
the  District  of  Waldoborough.”  Charles  Spear,  Jonathan 
Crockett  of  Thomaston,  Me.,  owners;  Nathaniel  Guptill, 
master. 

Amity,  sch.,  square  stern,  Boston,  93  tons;  built  New¬ 
bury,  1818,  temporary ;  length,  68  ft.  4  in. ;  breadth,  19  ft. 
7%  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  11^^  in.  Reg.  Mar.  3,  1821,  “Enroll¬ 
ment  no.  25  issued  Apr.  23,  1818.”  Jonathan  Dorr  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  owner;  Oliver  G.  Lane,  master. 

Andrew  J.  Horton,  sch.,  Gt.  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J.,  154 
31/95  tons;  built  Cape  May,  N.  J.,  1845,  temporary;  length, 
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83  ft.  2  in.;  breadth,  25  ft.;  depth,  8  ft.  3  in.;  one  deck,  two 
masts,  square  stern.  Reg.  Sept.  11,  1856,  “Prev.  Enroll¬ 
ment,  Great  Egg  Harbor,  Mar.  8,  1855.”  Thomas  P.  Clark, 

E.  L.  B.  Wales,  Reuben  Corson,  Thomas - ,  James  Smith, 

Edward  Corson,  Caj^  May,  N.  J.,  S.  S.  Thorp,  J.  0.  Thorp, 
N.  Y.,  owners;  Josiah  F.  Rogers,  master. 

Angenoba,  sch.,  square  stern,  Chatham,  30  58/95  tons; 
built  Gloucester,  1833,  temporary;  length,  44  ft.  9  in.; 
breadth,  13  ft.  6%  inches;  depth,  5  ft.  11  in.  Reg.  Dec. 
31,  1836,  “Enrollment  no.  91  issued  Aug.  1,  1835.” 
Thomas  Sparrow,  Josiah  Hardy,  jr.,  William  Patterson  of 
Chatham,  owners;  William  Patterson,  master. 

Ann,  sch.,  square  stern,  91  18/95  tons;  built  Cohasset, 
1814;  length,  67  ft.  3  in.;  breadth,  19  ft.  9  in.;  depth,  7 
ft.  11  in.  Reg.  x\pr.  14,  1825,  “Temporary  Reg.  no.  71 
issued  at  Boston  Apr.  9,  1825.”  Benjamin  Atkins,  William 
Stevens,  owners;  Benjamin  Atkins,  master. 

Anna,  sch.,  square  stern,  Yarmouth,  57  53/95  tons; 
built  Scarboro,  1793,  temporary;  length,  54  ft.  6  in.; 
breadth,  18  ft.  5  in.;  depth  6  ft.  10  in.  Reg.  Aug.  5,  1807, 
“Enrollment  no.  89  granted  in  the  district  of  Kennebunk, 
May  5,  1807.”  John  Hedge  of  Yarmouth,  owner;  John 
Hedge,  master. 

xVnnah,  sch.,  square  stern,  Lubec,  Me.,  70  13/95  tons; 
built  Essex,  1851,  temporary;  length,  62  ft.  6  in.;  breadth, 
18  ft.  3  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  1  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  4, 
1860,  “Enrollment  no.  84  issued  Mar.  3,  1860.”  Benjamin 
W.  Coggin,  owner;  Benjamin  W.  Coggin,  master. 

Ann  and  Maey,  sch.,  square  stern,  79  73/95  tons;  built 
Amesbury,  1806;  length,  63  ft.  7  in.;  breadth,  18  ft.  11  in.; 
depth,  7  ft.  8  in.  Reg.  Jan.  8,  1810.  James  Mansfield, 
owner;  Thomas  Davis,  master.  Reg.  Dec.  21,  1810,  “En¬ 
rollment  no.  14,  May  18,  1810.”  James  Mansfield  owner; 
Thomas  Davis  master.  Reg.  Nov.  26,  1816,  “Enrollment 
no.  18  granted,  Apr.  19,  1811.”  Reg.  Dec.  19,  1817,  “En¬ 
rollment  no.  51  granted  June  25,  1817.”  Reg.  Feb.  15, 
1821,  “Enrollment  no.  42  granted  May  8,  1818.”  James 
Mansfield,  owner;  Thomas  Davis,  master. 

Ann  Eliza,  sch.,  square  stern,  58  43/100  tons;  built 
Gloucester,  1860;  length  67  ft.  9  in.;  breadth,  21  ft.;  depth, 
7  ft.  3  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Nov.  30,  1868,  “Enrollment 
no.  50  issued  Mar.  1,  1866.”  John  J.  Pew,  Charles  H.  Pew, 
John  Pew,  James  Bowie,  owners;  James  Bowie,  master. 
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Annie  E.  Friend,  sch.,  square  stern,  62  55/100  tons; 
built  Kennebunkport,  Me.,  1866;  length,  72  ft.  4  in.; 
breadth,  20  ft.  8  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  3  in.;  billet  head.  Reg. 
Nov.  2  1870,  “Enrollment  no.  28  issued  Feb.  6,  1867.” 
David  Parkhurst,  Robert  Fears,  owners;  John  T.  Staples, 
master. 

Annie  Hooper,  sch.,  square  stern,  69  27/100  tons;  built 
Newburyport,  1868;  length,  74  ft.  65  in.;  breadth,  20  ft. 
9  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  6  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Nov.  29,  1870, 
“Enrollment  no.  140  issued  June  4,  1870.”  Thomas  J. 
Knowles,  Benjamin  Haddocks,  Ronald  Beaton,  owners;  Ron¬ 
ald  Beaton,  master. 

Annisquam,  sch.,  pink  stern,  Bremen,  Me.,  53  5/95  tons; 
buUt  Gloucester,  1828,  temporary;  length,  53  ft.  10  in.; 
breadth,  16  ft.;  depth,  7  ft.  1  in.  Reg.  Mar.  24,  1842,  “En¬ 
rollment  no.  60  issued  Apr.  20,  1840.”  Harvey  Knowlton 
of  Bremen,  Me.,  owner;  Harvey  Knowlton,  master. 

Ann  Jane,  sch.,  pink  stern,  Boothbay,  Me.,  34  75/95 
tons;  built  Gloucester,  1814,  temporary;  length,  46  ft.  8  in.; 
breadth,  13  ft.  2  in. ;  depth,  6  ft.  5i/^  in.  Reg.  Dec.  22,  1820, 
“Enrollment  no.  65  granted,  Aug.  24,  1816.”  Samuel 
Thompson,  William  Thompson  of  Boothbay,  Me.,  owners; 
William  Thompson,  master. 

Ann  Maria,  sch.,  Truro,  68  7/95  tons;  huilt  Essex, 
1850,  temporary;  length,  62  ft.;  breadth,  18  ft.  4  in.;  depth, 
6  ft.  11  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head. 
Reg.  Mar.  17,  1853,  “Prev.  Enrollment  no.  34,  Mar.  11, 
1852.”  Benjamin  Coan,  John  G.  Small,  Levi  G.  Small, 
Richard  S.  Small,  Richard  Atwood,  James  Stevens  of  Truro, 
owners. 

Anthea  Godfrey,  sch.,  square  stern,  Wilmington,  Del., 
182  28/100  tons;  built  Wilmington,  Del.,  1867,  temporary; 
length,  95  ft.;  breadth,  31  ft.  1  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  7  in.; 
billet  head.  Reg.  June  26,  1868,  “Enrollment  no.  31,  issued 
at  Wilmington,  Del.,  June  26,  1867.”  Joseph  Godfrey,  John 
Jones,  Thomas  McClans,  James  Grubb,  jr.,  Richard  Shaw, 
Wm.  S.  Hilles,  John  Russell,  Wm.  H.  Quinn,  M.  M.  Child, 
Robert  Bunie,  Robert  Jones,  Sarah  Southard,  all  of  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del.,  Louis  Squire  &  Sons,  Thomas  P.  Cooper, 
Joseph  E.  Corson,  all  of  N.  Y.  City,  Burk,  McCauUey  & 
Co.  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  owners;  Joseph  Godfrey,  master. 

Aphrodite,  sch.,  square  stem,  Wellfleet,  58  27/100  tons; 
built  Essex,  1860,  temporary;  length  69  ft.;  breadth,  19  ft. 
8  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  5  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Apr.  17,  1871, 
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“Enrollment  no.  37  issued  Feb.  1,  1869.”  William  S.  Snow, 
owner,  William  S.  Snow,  master. 

Arab,  sch.,  Dennis,  52  52/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1835, 
temporary ;  length,  54  ft.  4  in. ;  breadth,  15  ft.  1  in. ;  depth, 

7  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  hillet  head.  Reg. 
— ,  1848,  “Prev.  Enrollment  Mar.  28,  1846.”  Owner  and 
master  not  given. 

jiVbequipa,  sch.,  square  stern,  71  95/100  tons;  built  Es¬ 
sex,  1865;  length,  73  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  21  ft.  1  in.;  depth, 
7  ft.  7  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Nov.  23,  1867,  “Enrollment 
no.  6  issued  Jan.  20,  1866.”  Joseph  Rowe,  Horace  Merry, 
William  H.  Jordan,  owners;  Horace  Merry,  master.  Reg. 
Dec.  2,  1868,  “Enrollment  no.  69  issued  Mar.  11,  1868.” 
Joseph  Rowe,  Horace  Merry,  William  H.  Jordan,  owners; 
Horace  Merry,  master. 

Arethusa,  bark,  320  34/95  tons;  built  Duxbury,  1838; 
length,  107  ft.  3  in. ;  breadth,  25  ft.  9  in. ;  depth,  12  ft.  10^ 
in.;  two  decks,  three  masts,  square  stern,  figure  head.  Reg. 
— ,  1856,  “Prev.  Register,  Boston,  Jan.  3,  1856.”  George 
H.  Rogers,  owner;  William  E.  Herrick,  master.  Reg.  No. 

27,  1857.  - Homans,  owner;  George  H.  Rogers,  master. 

Reg.  Nov.  28,  1857.  David  White,  owner;  Charles  A.  Ho¬ 
mans,  master. 

Argo,  sch.,  square  stern,  York,  Me.;  53  tons;  huilt  Essex, 
1824,  temporary;  length,  52  ft.  11  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.; 
depth,  7  ft.  11/4  in*  Eeg.  Nov.  14,  1838,  “Enrollment  no. 
161  issued  Oct.  20,  1837.”  James  Donnell,  Richard  Per¬ 
kins,  Jeremiah  Brooks,  all  of  York,  Me.,  owners;  James  Don¬ 
nell,  master. 

Argo,  sch.,  Kittery,  Me.,  32  tons;  built  Essex,  1828,  tem¬ 
porary;  length,  44  ft.;  breadth,  13  ft.  4  in.;  depth,  6  ft. 
4  in. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  pink  stern.  Reg.  Jan.  7,  1831, 
“Enrollment  no.  44  issued  Apr.  2,  1829.”  John  Jenkins, 
jr.,  John  Jenkins,  Paul  Jenkins,  all  of  Kittery,  Me.,  Ste¬ 
phen  Jenkins,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  owners;  John  Jenkins, 
jr.,  master. 

Argo,  sch.,  Jonesport,  Me.,  23  25/95  tons;  built  Essex, 
1839,  temporary ;  length,  39  ft.  10  in. ;  breadth,  12  ft.  2  in. ; 
depth,  5  ft.  7  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet 
head.  Reg.  Nov.  6,  1854,  “Prev.  Enrollment,  May  3  1852.” 
John  Shorey,  jr.,  Gilbert  B.  Marston,  Jonesport,  Me.,  own¬ 
ers;  John  Shorey,  jr.,  master. 

Argonaut,  sch.,  Vinalhaven,  Me.,  26  23/95  tons;  huilt 
Ipswich,  1815,  temporary;  len^h,  40  ft.  6  in.;  breadth  12 
ft.  5  in.;  depth  6  ft.  1  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  pink  stern. 
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Reg.  No.  24,  1825,  “Enrollment  no.  5  granted  Mar.  8,  1817.” 
Reuben  Carver,  Silvanus  Banks,  both  of  Vinalhaven,  Me., 
owners;  Silvanus  Banks,  master. 

Argonaut,  sch.,  92  42/95  tons;  built  Dartmouth,  1819; 
length,  65  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  18  ft.  11  in.;  depth,  8  ft.  7  in.; 
one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern.  Reg.  May  19,  1832, 
“Temporary  Reg.  No.  16a.  issued  at  Boston  &  Charlestown, 
May  11,  1832.”  John  P.  Ober,  David  White,  Joseph  J. 
Procter,  Robert  M.  Todd,  George  Saville,  owners;  Abraham 
Williams,  jr.,  master.  Reg.  Oct.  6,  1832,  “Enrollment  no. 
89  issued  July  17,  1832.”  John  P.  Ober,  David  White,  Rob¬ 
ert  M.  Todd,  George  Saville,  owners;  Abraham  Williams, 
jr.,  master. 

Ariadne,  sch.,  Rockport,  58  20/95  tons;  built  Gloucester, 
1824;  length,  56  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  5  in.;  depth,  7  ft. 
3  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg. 
— ,  1852,  Prev.  Enrollment  Mar.  26,  1851.  William  Tarr, 
Rockport,  owner;  master  not  given.  Reg.  Sept.  8,  1852, 
“Prev.  Enrollment,  May  20,  1852.”  George  J.  Knights, 
William  Tarr,  Eben  Pool,  all  of  Rockport,  owners;  Charles 
Rowe,  jr.,  master.  Reg.  Mar.  13,  1854,  “Prev.  Enrollment, 
Oct.  18,  1852.”  George  J.  Knights,  William  Tarr,  Eben- 
ezer  Pool,  all  of  Rockport,  owners;  Charles  Rowe,  jr.,  master. 

Astoria,  sch.,  23  35/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1849;  one  deck, 
two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  11,  1849, 
“Carpenter’s  certificate,  Essex,  July  — ,  1849.”  Owner  not 
given;  George  Perkins,  master. 

Astoria,  sch.,  Rockport,  89  25 /95  tons ;  built  Mass.  1851 ; 
length,  68  ft.;  breadth,  17  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square 
stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Feb.  10,  1851,  “Surrendered  and 
enrolled,  Portland,  Feb.  28,  1851.”  Albert  Maddocks  and 
others,  owners;  Albert  Maddocks,  master. 

Astrea,  sch.,  70  12/95  tons;  built  Gloucester,  1785; 
length,  62  ft.;  breadth  17  ft.  2  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  6  in.  Reg. 
Dec.  15,  1789.  Samuel  Babson  of  Gloucester,  owner;  Sam¬ 
uel  Babson,  3d,  master.  Reg.  Sept.  26,  1793.  Samuel 
Babson  of  GJoucester,  owner;  John  Stacy,  master.  Reg. 
July  21,  1797.  Samuel  Babson  of  Gloucester,  owner;  John 
Stacey,  master.  Reg.  May  9,  1799.  Samuel  Babson  of 
Gloucester,  owner;  Henry  Smith,  master.  Reg.  June  9,  1802. 
Sch.  82  32/95  tons;  length,  59  ft.;  breadth,  17  ft.  8  in.; 
depth,  9  ft.  2  in.  Samuel  Babson  of  Gloucester,  owner; 
Charles  .Babson,  master. 

Atlantic,  sch.,  Bristol,  Me.,  55  27/95  tons;  buUt  Essex, 
1834,  temporary;  length,  55  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  1  in.; 
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depth,  7  ft.  iy2  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  pink  stern,  figure 

head.  Keg. - ,  1853,  “Prev.  Enrollment,  May  25,  1852.” 

John  L.  Carter,  Samuel  - ,  Bristol  Me.,  owners. 

Augusta,  sch.,  95  50/95  tons;  built  Newbury,  1795; 
length,  67  ft.;  breadth,  20  ft.;  depth,  8  ft.  3  in.  Keg.  June 
22,  1795.  Fitz  William  Sargent,  Elias  Davis  and  Samuel 
Somes,  all  of  Gloucester,'  owners;  Noah  Bennet,  master. 
Keg.  Feb.  3,  1797.  Fitz  Wm.  Sargent  and  Elias  Davis,  both 
of  Gloucester,  owners;  Noah  Bennett,  master.  Keg.  Dee. 
12,  1799,  altered  to  a  brig.  Fitz  W.  Sargent  and  Elias 
Davis,  both  of  Gloucester,  owners;  Elias  Davis,  master. 
Keg.  May  17,  1802.  Fitz  W.  Sargent  of  Gloucester  and 
Elias  Davis,  owners;  Elias  Davis,  master.  Keg.  Mai*.  26, 
1804.  One  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern.  Fitz  William  Sar¬ 
gent,  Elias  Davis,  Benj.  K.  Hough,  owners;  Abraham  Wil¬ 
liams,  master. 

Augusta,  brig,  square  stern,  121  55/95  tons;  built  New¬ 
bury,  1795;  len^h,  67  ft.;  breadth,  20  ft.;  depth,  10  ft. 
6  in.;  figure  head.  Keg.  Oct.  26,  1804.  Fitz  W.  Sargent, 
Elias  Davis,  Benj.  K.  Hough,  owners;  John  Harraden,  mas¬ 
ter.  Keg.  Apr.  12,  1809.  Fitz  William  Sargent,  Benjamin 
K.  Hough,  Elias  Davis,  owners;  Elias  Davis,  master. 

Augusta,  ship,  square  stern,  196  62/95  tons;  built  Ames- 
bury,  1821 ;  len^h,  86  ft.  7  in. ;  breadth,  22  ft.  71/^  in. ; 
depth,  11  ft.  3%  in.;  billet  head.  Keg.  Jan.  7,  1822,  “Tem¬ 
porary  Keg.  no.  55  issued  at  Newburyport  Dec.  17,  1821.” 
Winthrop  Sargent,  Fitz  William  Sargent,  owners;  Elias 
Davison,  master. 

Augusta,  sch.,  Falmouth,  Me.,  45  73/95  tons;  built  Es¬ 
sex,  1824,  temporary;  length,  50  ft.  5  in.;  breadth,  15  ft.; 
depth,  7  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  pink  stern.  Keg.  Mar,  5, 
1853,  “Prev.  Enrollment  no.  152,  July  26,  1852,  Surrendered 
Portland,  Mar.  10,  1853.”  John  Johnson,  Joshua  Gilman, 
of  Falmouth,  Me.,  owners;  John  Johnson,  master. 

Augusta,  sch.,  Harwich,  71  24/95  tons;  built  Mass., 
1847;  length,  53  ft.  3  in.;  breadth,  17  ft.  6  in.;  depth,  5  ft. 
4  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Keg. 
Mar.  22,  1848,  “Carpenter’s  Certificate  Nov.  3,  1847.”  Own¬ 
er  and  master  not  given. 

Aurelia,  bark,  264  35/95  tons;  built  Hingham,  1811; 
length,  91  ft.  8  in.;  breadth,  25  ft.  8  in.;  depth,  12  ft.  10 
in. ;  two  decks,  three  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Keg. 
Dee.  17,  1825,  “Temporary  Keg.  no.  278  issued  at  Boston, 
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Dec.  6,  1825.”  William  Parrott,  William  Pearce,  Samuel 
Pearce,  George  W.  Pearce,  owners;  Peter  Swinson,  master. 

Avenger,  sch.,  59  8/95  tons;  built  Bristol,  Me.,  1848; 
length,  57  ft.;  breadth,  16  ft.  8  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  2  in.;  one 
deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Nov.  2, 
1860,  “Enrollment  no.  172  issued  May  26,  1860.”  George 
Norwood,  William  Dennis,  Joshua  Tucker,  jr.,  Joshua  Tuck¬ 
er  of  Portland,  Me.,  owners;  Charles  S.  Cogswell,  master. 

Avon,  sch.,  Duxbury,  23  41/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1820, 
temporary ;  length,  38  ft.  10  in. ;  breadth,  12  ft.  1  in. ;  depth, 
5  ft.  10  in. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  pink  stern.  Reg.  Nov.  27, 
1829,  “Enrollment  no.  11,  granted  Mar.  19,  1824.”  William 
Prior,  Henry  Wadsworth,  both  of  Duxbury,  owners;  William 
Prior,  master. 

Avon,  sloop,  Rockland,  58  50/95  tons;  built  Somerset, 
1827,  temporary;  length,  53  ft.  2  in.;  breadth,  19  ft.  4  in.; 
depth,  6  ft.  11  in.;  one  deck,  one  mast,  square  stern,  biUet 
head.  Reg.  Oct.  13,  1851,  “Prev.  Enrollment,  June  25, 

1850.”  Samuel  Hall  of  Rockland,  owner;  -  Higgins, 

master. 

Avondale,  bgtne.,  Tremont,  Me.,  196  41/95  tons;  built 
Eden,  Me.,  1853,  temporary;  length,  96  ft.;  breadth,  25  ft. 
10  in. ;  depth,  9  ft.  %  in. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern, 
billet  head.  Reg.  — ,  1855,  “Prev.  Enrollment  no.  72,  Ells¬ 
worth,  Nov.  11,  1853.”  “Vessel  altered  to  a  brigantine.” 

Otis  Brewer,  Daniel  W.  Brown,  Edward - of  Eden,  Me., 

John  Langley,  George  Dio,  Jacob  B.  Watts,  Stephen  Bill¬ 
ings,  Tremont,  Me.,  James  S.  Pike  of  N.  Y.,  owners;  James 
Tinker,  master. 

B.  D.  Haskins,  sch.,  square  stern,  56  69/100  tons;  built 
Essex,  1860;  length,  66  7/10  ft.;  breadth,  20  5/10  ft.; 
depth,  7  5/10  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  billet  head.  Reg. 
Dec.  18,  1871,  “Enrollment  no.  16  issued  Jan.  31,  1866.” 
Stephen  Dodd,  David  Tarr,  James  G.  Tarr,  Daniel  Allen 
and  Sons,  owners;  A.  F.  York,  master. 

B.  F.  Allen,  sch.,  Manchester,  100  tons;  built  Essex, 
1849;  length,  80  ft.;  breadth,  20  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts, 
square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Oct.  15,  1849.  Isaac  A. 
Morgan  and  others,  owners;  Isaac  A.  Morgan,  master. 

B.  K.  Hough,  sch.,  square  stern,  98  38/95  tons;  built 
Essex,  1859;  length,  73  ft.;  breadth,  20  ft.  10  in.;  depth, 
7  ft.  5  in. ;  billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  5,  1860,  “Enrollment  no. 
17  issued  Jan.  19,  1860.”  Charles  H.  Pew,  John  Pew,  own¬ 
ers;  William  Sadler,  master. 
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Balance,  sch.,  square  stern,  66  21/95  tons;  built  Glouces¬ 
ter,  1832 ;  length,  58  ft.  7  in. ;  breadth,  18  ft.  2^  in. ;  depth, 

7  ft.  7  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  no  galleries,  billet  head. 
Keg.  Oct.  9,  1845,  “Enrollment  no.  116  issued  July  8,  1845.” 
John  S.  Johnson,  John  W.  Lowe,  both  of  Gloucester,  and 
Charles  Stephens  of  Beverly,  owners;  Asa  Knowlton,  jr., 
master. 

Balance,  sch.,  square  stern,  Plymouth,  86  87  /95  tons ; 
built  Essex,  1835;  temporary,  length,  66  ft.  3  in.;  breadth, 
18  ft.  31/^  in. ;  depth,  8  ft.  2  in. ;  billet  head.  Reg.  Mar.  24, 
1836,  “Enrollment  no.  15  issued  at  Ipswich,  July  24,  1835.” 
Elkanah  Bartlett  of  Plymouth,  Arnold  Leach  of  Plympton, 
owners;  Joel  Boyd,  master. 

Banner,  sch.,  67  88 /95  tons ;  built  Hingham,  1831 ;  length, 
63  ft.  5  in.;  breadth,  17  ft.  2  in.;  depth,  7  ft.  1  in.;  one 
deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  Aug.  12, 
1854  “Prev.  Enrollment  no.  142,  July  21,  1854.”  John 
W.  Lowe,  owner;  Benjamin  Adams,  master.  Reg.  1855. 
John  W.  Lowe,  owner;  William  Davis,  master. 

Banner,  sch.,  Harperstown,  Me.,  43  39/95  tons;  built 
Gloucester,  1837;  temporary,  length,  50  ft.  6  in.;  breadth, 
15  ft.  7  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  5  in.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square 
stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  1846,  “Prev.  Enrollment  no.  101, 
Apr.  25,  1846.”  William  Thomas  and  others,  owners. 

Banvard,  sch.,  square  stern,  42  95/100  tons;  built  Essex, 
1847;  length,  57  ft.  10  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  6  in.;  depth,  7 
ft.  1  in. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg. 
Nov.  8,  1870,  “Enrollment  no.  124  dated  Apr.  20,  1869.” 
Frederic  G.  Wonson,  John  F.  Wonson,  Roger  W.  Wonson, 
Franklin  A.  Wonson,  owners;  William  H.  Kent,  master. 
Reg.  Dec.  23,  1871.  “Enrollment  no.  96,  issued  Apr.  19, 
1871.”  Fitz  W.  Geering,  master.  Reg.  Jan.  7,  1873,  En¬ 
rollment  no.  139  issued  June  28,  1872.  Same  owners. 

Barbara  Frietchie,  sch.,  square  stern,  60  43/100  tons; 
built  Kennebunk  Me.,  1866;  length,  71  5/10  ft.;  breadth, 
21  8/10  ft.;  depth,  7  3/10  ft.;  one  deck,  two  masts,  biUet 
head.  Reg.  Dec.  15,  1871,  “Enrollment  no.  105  issued  Apr. 
24,  1871.”  John  J.  Pew,  John  Pew,  Charles  H.  Pew,  own¬ 
ers;  H.  M.  Seelye,  master.  Reg.  Jan.  7,  1873,  “Enrollment 
no.  60  issued  Apr.  2,  1872.”  John  J.  Pew,  John  Pew, 
Charles  H.  Pew,  owners;  George  A.  Clement,  master. 

Barraconta,  sch.,  elliptic  stern,  68  57/100  tons;  built 
Essex,  1870;  length,  73  ft.;  breadth,  21  ft.  2  in.;  depth, 
7  ft.  6  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Oct.  24,  1870,  “Enrollment 
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no.  117  issued  May  6,  1870.”  David  S.  Presson,  John  W. 
Brown,  Elisha  Brown,  owners;  Benjamin  S.  Cook,  master. 

Bay  State,  sch.,  86  44/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1854; 
length,  68  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  19  ft.  6  in.;  depth  7  ft.;  one 
deck,  two  masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Keg.  — ,  1855, 
“Prev.  Enrollment  no.  63,  Mar.  31,  1854.”  Moses  Tarr, 
Daniel  Grant,  Daniel  Pulcifer,  owners ;  Daniel  Grant,  master. 

Becca,  bgtne.,  Gloucester,  149  32/95  tons;  built  Brad¬ 
ford,  1790;  length,  57  ft.  9  in.;  breadth,  22  ft.  2  in.;  depth, 
11  ft.  1  in.;  figure  head.  Keg.  Oct.  18,  1790.  Joseph  Fos¬ 
ter  of  Gloucester,  owner;  Joseph  Foster,  jr.,  master. 

Bee,  sloop,  square  stern,  31  14/95  tons;  built  Braintree, 
1796;  temporary,  length,  49  ft.;  breadth,  13  ft.  10  in.; 
depth,  5  ft.  3  in.;  Reg.  Feb.  2,  1805.  Ebenezer  Kent  of 
Wiscasset,  owner;  Ebenezer  Kent,  master. 

Belle,  sch.,  square  stern,  23  15/100  tons;  built  Boston, 
1847;  length,  48  ft.;  breadth,  15  8/10  ft.;  depth,  6  ft.;  one 
deck,  two  masts,  billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  14,  1871  “Enroll¬ 
ment  no.  149  issued  May  1,  1866.”  Frederic  G.  Wonson, 
John  F.  Wonson,  John  F.  Wonson,  jr.,  Roger  W.  Wonson, 
John  Anderson,  Charles  Ellis,  owners;  Charles  Ellis,  master. 

Belle,  sch.,  74  16/95  tons;  buUt  Hampton,  N.  H.,  1851; 
length,  66  ft.  9  in.;  breadth,  18  ft.  2%  in.;  depth,  6  ft.  9  in.; 
one  deck,  two  masts  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  June 
19  1857,  “Prev.  Enrollment  no.  82,  Apr.  20,  1854.”  Moses 
Tarr,  George  H.  Rogers,  Thomas  P.  Dunton,  owners,  Thomas 
P.  Dunton,  master. 

Belle  Brandon,  sch.,  square  stern,  59  44/100  tons;  built 
Bristol,  Me.,  1860;  length,  67  ft.  7  in.;  breadth,  20  ft.  3  in.; 
depth,  7  ft.  5  in.;  billet  head.  Reg.  Dec.  12,  1870,  “Enroll¬ 
ment  no.  136  issued  Apr.  27,  1868.”  William  H.  Mackay, 
owner;  Timothy  Mackay,  master. 

Bellerophon,  sch.,  square  stern,  85  56/100  tons;  built 
Essex,  1873;  length,  80  6/10  ft.;  breadth,  22  3/10  ft.; 
depth,  8  3 /lO  ft. ;  one  deck,  two  masts,  billet  head.  Reg. 
Dec.  9,  1873,  “Carpenter’s  Certif.  dated  at  Essex  Nov.  17, 
1873.”  Benjamin  F.  Allen,  Michael  Walen,  Thomas  Good¬ 
win,  Alfred  E.  Walen,  Daniel  Allen,  jr.,  owners;  William 
McDonald,  master. 

Bellona,  sch.,  57  10/95  tons;  built  Essex,  1838;  length, 
56  ft.  6  in.;  breadth,  16  ft.  8  in.;  depth,  7  ft.;  one  deck,  two 
masts,  square  stern,  billet  head.  Reg.  — ,  1855,  “Prev.  En¬ 
rollment  Apr.  16,  1855.”  Henry  Wonson,  owner;  Henry  S. 
Wonson,  master. 

(To  he  continued) 
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Communicated  by  Sidney  Augustus  Mebbiam 


Charles  Greenlief  Merriam,  the  “Forty-Niner,”  was 
born  at  Topsfield,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  24  July 
1829,  son  of  Frederick  Jones  and  Hannah  (Perley)  Mer¬ 
riam,  and  grandson  of  Doctor  John  and  Hannah  (Jones) 
Merriam. 

Doctor  John  Merriam  went  to  Topsfield  in  1783  from 
“Merriam’s  Corner”  (now  marked  by  a  Revolutionary 
tablet),  at  Concord,  where  Joseph  Merriam,  founder  of 
the  Massachusetts  branch,  settled  upon  arrival  from  Tewd- 
ley.  County  Kent,  England,  in  the  Castle,  of  London,  in 
July,  1638.  The  English  family  had  long  been  settled 
at  Goudhurst,  Boughton  Monchelsea  and  Horsmonden, 
Kent,  England. 

Charles  Greenlief  Merriam  died  on  the  return  journey 
from  California.  The  following  letter  was  written  to  his 
brother,  Henry  Augustus  Merriam,  who  married,  at  Mar¬ 
blehead,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Captain  John  Hooper  and 
Tabitha  (Bowden)  Gregory. 


Dear  Brother  Henry 

Perhaps  you  have  given  up  all  hopes  of  ever  hearing 
from  me  again,  but  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have 
had  when  there  was  any  chance  of  sending  a  letter.  I 

wrote  to  Uncle  Proctor  &  John  from  Mo - and  should 

to  you  all  if  I  had  time.  And  as  it  was  I  did  not  ever 
finish  John’s  letter.  I  calculated  to  write  from  Durango 
as  we  all  supposed  there  was  a  mail  by  the  City  of  Mex¬ 
ico  &  Vera  Cruz  but  on  our  arrival  we  found  there  was 
none.  I  prepared  some  letters  there  to  send  from  Mazat- 
lan  not  having  the  least  idea  but  what  there  was  a  mail 
conveyance  from  there  and  we  found  none. 

Now  I  am  preparing  letters  on  the  Pacific  so  if  we 
meet  a  steamer  on  our  arrival  they  will  be  already.  We 
left  Corpus  for  Frisco  on  the  2nd  of  April  with  28 
horses  &  15  mules,  two  large  army  wagons  and  one  light 
spring  wagon  which  we  brought  with  us. 
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Col.  Kenney  agreed  to  furnish  us  with  a  guide  &  he 
came  out  to  our  encampment  the  1st.  night  with  the 
guide.  The  next  morning  the  guide  left  us  and  said  he 
was  going  on  ahead  to  send  back  some  cattle  and  would 
meet  us  at  night.  So  we  went  on  and  encamped.  He 
did  not  come  up  [to]  us.  We  started  the  next  morning 
without  him  and  kept  on  and  he  did  not  come  up  at  all. 

The  4th.  day  out  we  did  not  come  to  water  and  had 
to  encamp  without  it  and  what  troubled  us  the  most  was 
we  did  not  know  how  far  we  should  have  to  go  before 
we  should  reach  water.  We  brought  with  us  half  a 
barrel,  about  a  quart  to  a  man  and  we  started  the  next 
morning  hoping  to  reach  it  in  a  few  miles.  But  we  kept 
on  travelling  on  and  did  not  reach  water  until  night. 
Some  of  the  Company  were  on  ahead  searching  for  water 
and  when  one  of  them  came  back  and  said  they  had  found 
plenty  of  it,  it  was  the  sweetest  sound  I  ever  heard.  And 
it  was  enough  to  do  your  soul  good  to  see  the  animals 
drink. 

We  kept  on  our  journey  and  did  not  have  to  suffer  as 
we  carried  with  us  enough  to  stand  us  two  days.  After 
we  had  travelled  nine  days  we  met  a  party  from  Corpus 
and  who  were  returning.  They  informed  us  that  we  were 
on  the  wrong  road  &  were  within  two  days  travel  of 
Laredo.  They  brought  sad  news  from  Laredo;  said  the 
Cholera  was  there  and  from  10  to  15  were  dying  daily. 
And  they  advised  us  not  to  stop  there  but  to  proceed  to 
Lampazos  but  as  we  had  brought  double  the  amount  of 
goods  that  we  could  possibly  pack  through,  and  as  our 
wagons  were  too  heavy  for  our  use,  we  concluded  to  leave 
the  wagons  at  any  rate  as  we  had  packed  our  horses  for 
the  last  two  days  and  walked.  We  agreed  to  reduce  our 
personal  baggage  down  to  30  pounds.  The  party  said 
there  was  no  water  until  we  reached  Laredo  and  they 
advised  us  to  travel  all  night,  which  we  did,  and  all  the 
next  day  in  the  burning  sun.  And  all  the  way  the  sand 
was  very  deep.  Some  of  the  way  we  had  to  put  on  all 
the  animals  to  one  team  and  go  perhaps  a  mile  &  then 
go  back  after  the  other  wagon.  Our  animals  before  night 
got  all  tired  out  and  we  found  it  impossible  to  get  in  and 
only  three  miles  from  the  city  and  we  encamped  all  tired 
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out.  Some  of  our  [company]  found  water  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  encampment  which  was  very  bad  indeed. 
So  bad  that  I  could  not  drink  any.  One  of  the  Company 
went  in  to  get  some  bread  &  water  and  they  brought  out 
some  nice.  I  was  so  tired  that  I  made  some  objection 
to  pitching  the  tent  but  it  was  thought  best  to  pitch  it 
and  very  lucky  that  we  did,  for  that  night  we  had  a  very 
severe  &  very  cold  shower. 

The  next  morning  after  packing  up  we  went  in  and 
encamped  within  a  mile  of  the  town.  Which  was  Sat¬ 
urday  April  14. 

Sunday  a  few  of  us  thought  we  would  go  and  see  the 
place  and  found  it  the  worst  place  in  the  world,  we 
thought.  Capt.  Waters  said  he  never  saw  so  mean  a 
place  any  where  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  We  got  back 
about  11  o’clk.  and  found  that  Chas.  Boy  den  from  Bev¬ 
erly  was  taken  down  very  severely  sick.  The  Doctor  was 
called  and  said  it  was  the  Cholera.  I  never  saw  a  person 
change  so  fast  in  my  life.  I  should  not  have  known  him 
when  I  got  back.  About  noon  Mr.  Parker  of  Lynn  was 
taken.  He  went  down  with  [us]  to  see  the  place  and 
soon  I  saw  that  it  was  the  Cholera.  The  Doctor  did  not 
give  any  encouragement  of  Mr.  Boyden  and  he  lived  un¬ 
til  morning.  16th.  Mr.  Parker  was  not  any  better  and 
he  lived  till  noon.  It  was  rather  discouraging  to  proceed 
any  further  for  we  did  not  know  but  what  we  should 
meet  the  Cholera  all  through  the  country.  Some  wanted 
to  go  back  but  did  not  know  but  what  they  should  meet 
it  on  the  way.  Mr.  Fowler  came  to  me  and  asked  me 
how  I  felt.  I  told  him,  well,  and  told  me  to  be  very  care¬ 
ful  of  my  diet  and  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  danger. 
17th.  The  Company  were  downhearted  and  did  not 
know  what  to  do.  I  kept  up  good  spirits  as  I  felt  well. 

18th.  This  morning  when  I  awoke  I  found  Mr.  Jones 
standing  up  over  me  and  at  the  first  glance  I  saw  that 
the  Cholera  had  got  fast  hold  of  him.  I  asked  him  how 
he  felt.  He  said,  very  bad.  I  called  Capt.  Waters  and 
he  gave  him  some  medicine  but  to  no  avail.  This  was 
the  day  set  for  our  departure  and  we  carried  our  goods 
down  to  the  river  and  had  them  ferried  over.  We  pro¬ 
posed  to  leave  Mr.  Jones  &  one  of  us  to  stay  with  him. 
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but  after  we  got  all  the  goods  over,  they  came  down  and 
said  that  he  was  dead.  That  night  we  encamped  in  a 
Mexican  House  and  in  the  morning  when  we  got  our 
goods  together  we  found  we  could  not  begin  to  pack  them 
all  &  we  sold  what  we  could  &  gave  away  some  &  threw 
away  [some].  We  had  disposed  of  our  large  wagons; 
both  for  $50  and  they  cost  us  $225.00  at  Corpus  and 
purchased  extra  mules.  After  disposing  of  the  goods  we 
packed  up  &  started  about  noon ;  marched  nine  miles  and 
encamped.  I  drove  the  wagon  &  did  not  get  in  so  soon 
as  the  rest  and  when  I  did  I  found  that  Mr.  Prince  of 
Beverly  sick.  He  looked  poorly  but  not  so  bad  as  the 
rest.  20th.  This  morning  was  a  very  sad  one  to  us.  We 
found  Mr.  Prince  had  been  quite  sick  all  night  and  that 
two  others  of  the  Company  were  down  with  the  Cholera 
and  we  had  but  very  little  hopes  of  either  but  Mr.  Prince 
looked  the  best  of  them. 

I  found  that  we  were  in  the  worst  situation  yet  and 
where  it  would  end  no  one  knew.  That  to  live,  I  thought 
that  was  not  possible  and  I  made  up  my  mind  to  take  the 
chance  with  the  rest.  At  3  A.  M.  one  of  the  sick  died. 
The  others  remained  about  the  same  and  we  had  hopes 
of  both. 

\_End  of  the  fourth  page  and  begins  with  the  crossed 
writing  on  the  first  page.^ 

April  21st.  On  inquiring  after  the  sick,  Mr.  Prince 
was  quite  as  well  and  they  had  strong  hopes  of  Mr.  Cox 
but  soon  he  began  to  fail  and  died  at  10  Oclk.  A.  M.  We 
saw  that  Mr.  Prince  was  in  a  fair  way  to  get  well  and 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  proceed  with  us  for  six  or 
eight  days,  so  he  concluded  to  return  home  if  anyone 
would  go  with  him.  Mr.  Copeland  of  Salem  volunteered 
to  go  with  him.  We  carried  him  back  to  Laredo  &  left 
him.  We  all,  I  think,  had  the  symtoms  and  I  do  not 
think  one  of  us  could  lift  50  pounds.  I  never  felt  so 
weak  in  my  life. 

23rd.  We  started  early  this  morning  as  we  had  a  very 
hard  march  for  water.  After  we  had  travelled  about 
two  hours  Mr.  Dresser  rode  up  and  asked  me  if  I  would 
not  exchange  and  let  him  ride.  I  did  &  I  soon  saw  that 
he  was  too  weak  to  drive.  And  I  got  on  and  soon  saw 
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that  the  dreadful  disease  had  got  strong  hold  of  him. 
He  was  one  of  the  healthiest  of  our  company.  And  that 
morning  he  spoke  [to]  one  or  two  of  how  well  he  felt. 
After  we  had  gone  about  a  mile  further  Capt.  Waters 
rode  up  &  said  I  must  make  room  for  another,  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor.  He  had  not  been  well  since  leaving  town.  We 
stopped,  packed  what  things  were  in  the  wagon  on  the 
mules  that  could  be  packed  and  the  rest  we  threw  away. 
We  made  a  bed  up  in  the  wagon  &  laid  Mr.  Dresser  in, 
poor  fellow.  He  entreated  of  us  to  leave  him  on  the 
road  and  let  him  die;  said  that  he  could  not  live  to  ride 
five  miles.  After  making  these  arrangements  I  got  on 
and  drove  with  all  possible  haste  so  as  to  arrive  at  the 
water  early  but  the  poor  mules  gave  out  and  the  train 
caught  up  with  us.  We  put  in  horses  and  arrived  at  the 
watering  place  at  dark  and  Mr,  Dresser  did  not  live  until 
we  had  got  the  animals  out  of  the  wagon.  After  they  all 
got  in  I  found  that  another  of  the  company  was  sick, 
Mr.  Charles  Eobinson  of  Lynn,  a  very  promising  young 
man  who  left  home  with  a  fortune.  He  was  a  very  hearty 
strong  man.  That  night  I  felt  about  as  bad  as  at  any 
time. 

24th.  The  sick  men  not  any  better  and  that  Mr,  Rolh 
inson  had  got  the  disease  in  its  worst  form.  We  found 
that  we  had  not  bread  enough  to  last  two  days,  &  we  con¬ 
cluded  to  put  Mr.  Robinson  and  Taylor  into  the  wagon 
and  proceed.  We  got  ready  at  12  Oclk.  &  travelled  15 
miles  &  encamped  without  water.  25th.  This  morning 
brought  sad  intelligence  that  Mr.  Robinson  was  dead.  We 
made  some  coffee  for  breakfast.  Our  bread  was  all  gone. 
After  burying  Mr.  Robinson  we  started  not  knowing  how 
far  it  was  into  Lampazos  for  our  guide  went  ahead  and 
left  us  yesterday  nor  when  we  should  get  another  meal 
but  we  travelled  on  and  at  10  Oclk  came  to  the  water 
within  9  miles  of  the  city  where  there  was  a  guard  sta¬ 
tioned  to  prevent  anyone  from  going  into  the  city,  to 
keep  out  the  Cholera.  They  went  in  for  some  bread 
and  came  out  with  but  one  dollar’s  worth  and  said  that 
they  would  bring  out  some  more  early  in  the  morning. 
The  bread  was  hardly  a  mouthful  apiece  to  us. 
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The  next  morning  our  bread  did  not  come  out  and  we 
had  to  go  without  any  breakfast.  We  waited  until  noon 
and  it  did  not  come,  not  till  4  Oclk  and  we  were  all  very 
faint  for  want  of  something  to  eat.  There  was  plenty  of 
it  and  it  tasted  sweeter  than  any  I  ever  tasted  before. 
We  w’ere  close  to  the  Highlands  and  no  Cholera  ahead  of 
us  which  gave  us  fresh  courage,  to  proceed.  After  vre 
had  got  bread  enough  to  last  us  to  Parrus  we  started  leav¬ 
ing  Lampasus  to  the  left  through  the  chaparal  where 
there  was  no  path  and  I  came  very  near  getting  killed 
going  over  a  bad  place.  I  fell  under  the  mules  heels 
and  could  not  stop  them  until  they  brought  up  against  a 
bush.  We  got  through  it  safely  and  came  onto  a  fine  road 
with  lighter  hearts  than  we  had  had  for  some  time. 

The  country  from  Corpus  to  Laredo  is  principally  all 
prairie  and  feed  is  very  scarce.  Our  animals  [suffered] 
very  much  for  want  of  good  feed. 

No  trees  of  any  kind  did  we  see  the  whole  distance. 
Nothing  save  the  mesquite  and  Prickly  Pear  which  we 
hated  but  if  it  were  not  for  them  it  would  be  hardly  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  desert.  There  were  some  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  species  of  cactus  I  ever  saw.  The  stalk  grows  out  of 
the  ground  in  the  shape  of  a  cucumber,  in  clusters,  and 
we  counted  some  with  200  blossoms,  the  most  beautiful 
colors  in  the  world.  At  a  distance  you  would  think  it 
was  one  large  rose.  There  is  not  a  Rancho  the  whole 
distance.  And  there  is  none  from  Laredo  to  Lampasas, 
neither  feed  of  any  consequence.  The  animals  live  prin¬ 
cipally  upon  the  mesquite.  The  country  is  much  the  same 
only  the  mountains  but  they  are  nothing  to  attract  your 
attention. 

From  Lampasas  to  Mon  Clara  ( ?)  we  did  not  come  to 
any  until  we  were  about  half  way.  And  it  was  enough 
to  refresh  us  as  we  had  not  seen  anything  like  a  house 
since  leaving  Laredo.  After  that  they  were  within  a  few 
miles  of  each  other  until  we  reached  Mont  Clara  (?) 

We  arrived  at  Mont  Clara  the  first  day  of  May.  And 
a  pretty  place  it  was  too.  There  was  the  prettiest  park 
I  ever  saw  and  beautiful  shade  trees  alongside  of  the 
walks.  We  there  had  to  procure  a  new  guide  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  get  anyone  to  go,  so  fearful  were  they  of 
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the  Indians  on  their  return — they  were  not  afraid  to  go 
with  us. 

After  trying  for  some  time  we  finally  got  an  Ameri¬ 
can  to  go  with  us.  And  we  expected  to  have  a  battle 
with  them  before  we  got  through  by  their  stories,  but  we 
went  through,  not  seeing  one  through  the  whole  country. 
We  reached  Parvus  on  the  16th.  There,  there  was  plenty 
of  fruit,  sweet  wine  from  their  own  vineyards,  very 
cheap  &  white.  We  stopped  there.  We  lived  high  and 
enjoyed  ourselves.  We  stopped  there  a  week  and  arrived 
at  Durango(  ?)  on  the  31st.  The  fiower  of  any  place  we 
had  passed  through.  There  were  splendid  houses,  yards, 
streets,  which  made  it  very  pleasant.  The  first  glass 
windows  we  saw  in  Mexico  and  those  were  scarce.  The 
Mexicans  are  generally  friendly  to  the  Americans  and  we 
have  but  very  little  trouble  with  them.  At  any  large 
place  they  are  very  troublesome  to  us.  They  will  steal 
everything  they  can  lay  their  hands  on.  At  a  large  Haci¬ 
enda  there  was  a  fellow  came  and  claimed  a  mule  which 
we  had  driven  150  miles.  He  said  he  was  stolen  from 
him.  We  all  said  he  should  not  have  it.  At  any  rate  he 
went  to  see  the  Alcalde  &  he  sent  for  Capt.  Waters  to 
come  to  his  office  but  the  message  was  misunderstood  and 
the  Alcalde  turned  out  25  soldiers  to  come  down  and  take 
Capt.  Waters  up  to  his  office  by  force.  After  eight  o’clock 
in  the  evening  most  all  were  turned  in.  Some  of  our 
company  were  there  &  heard  what  they  were  up  to  and 
came  to  the  camp.  We  were  up  and  on  hand  for  them  — 
could  have  taken  the  place  easy  but  there  was  an  Ameri¬ 
can  there  who  came  down  &  Capt.  Waters  went  up  be¬ 
fore  “His  Honor”  and  settled  the  difficulty  with  but  little 
trouble. 

( continued  on  the  same  sheet ) 

Sacremento  City  Aug.  12th.  1849. 

I  wrote  to  all  but  you  at  St.  Francisco  and  should  to 
you  but  I  lost  this  letter  which  I  had  commenced  and 
did  not  have  time  to  write  again  but  it  is  just  as  well 
and  better  as  we  have  a  chance  to  [send]  letters  by  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  who  is  going  in  the  steamer  and  this  will  reach 
you  the  same  time  the  rest  do.  We  had  a  very  long 
passage  up  of  fifty  days  which  we  did  not  calculate  to 
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exceed  twenty  five  days.  We  were  on  an  allowance  of 
bread  and  water  and  have  had  a  very  hard  time  which 
I  will  not  attempt  to  give  you  the  particulars  of.  We 
arrived  at  St.  Francisco  the  4th  and  left  for  this  place 
on  the  10th.  St.  Francisco  I  do  not  like  and  do  not  think 
it  at  all  a  place  calculated  for  a  city  and  while  we  were 
there  it  was  foggy  and  very  cold  in  the  morning  and 
evening  and  most  all  say  the  large  city  will  not  be  built 
on  the  situation  it  now  is. 

We  find  a  great  many  from  Mass,  and  from  Salem  we 
find  a  great  many  who  started  about  the  same  time  we 
did  around  the  Cape.  We  hear  very  bad  news  from  most 
all  overland  companies ;  have  broken  up  &  gone  back, 
some  have  died. 

This  place  I  like  better  than  St.  Francisco  and  think 
it  will  be  quite  as  large  a  place.  The  prospects  are  very 
good  I  think  in  the  mines  and  we  are  going  to  start  in 
the  morning.  But  then  I  would  not  advise  anyone  to 
come  out  here.  It  is  rather  unhealthy  and  a  man  has 
got  to  go  through  a  great  deal  &  run  the  risk  of  his  life 
for  perhaps  not  anything.  Thousands  will  come  out  here 
and  go  back  poor  if  they  live,  which  will  be  a  great  deal 
of  risk  to  run. 

You  have  all  the  news  which  I  should  [send]  if  I 
wrote  more.  I  will  write  perhaps  every  steamer  to  some 
of  you  and  I  have  opportunity  to  write  any  longer,  and 
believe  me  your  affectionate  brother 


Greenlief. 
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The  American  Maritime  Industries  and  Public  Policy, 
1789-1914.  An  Economic  History.  By  John  G.  B. 
Hutchins.  1941.  627  pp.,  octavo,  cloth.  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts:  Harvard  University  Press.  Price,  $5.00. 

This  author,  who  is  instructor  in  Economics  in  Cornell 
University,  has  done  for  the  merchant  marine  what  Admiral 
Mahan  did  for  the  navy,  and  this  fat  volume  is  the  gratify¬ 
ing  result.  The  first  part  gives  a  general  discussion  of  the 
interest  of  the  national  state  in  the  maritime  industries,  and 
the  techniques  employed  in  their  protection  and  control.  The 
second  part  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  free,  competi¬ 
tive  maritime  economy  associated  with  the  wooden  sailing 
ship.  The  third  is  centered  around  the  growth  of  large-scale 
enterprise,  the  rise  of  steam  navigation,  and  the  development 
of  new  types  of  government  control  and  protection.  Since 
in  the  United  States  wooden  sailing  ships  played  a  much 
larger  role  than  steamships,  considerably  more  than  half  of 
the  space  is  devoted  to  the  development  of  shipping  of 
this  type.  It  tells  for  the  first  time  the  history  of  coastwise 
navigation  and  the  story  of  the  great  wooden  schooners  of  the 
period  from  1870  to  1914.  The  book  is  therefore  not  only 
an  economic  history  but  also  a  treatise  on  the  foundation 
of  sea  power  and  the  principles  of  navigation  policy.  One 
chapter  is  devoted  to  the  background  of  ship  building  and 
shipping  industries  in  the  Colonial  period,  and  another  inter¬ 
esting  chapter  is  a  history  of  the  rise  of  the  shipbuilding  in¬ 
dustry  in  the  United  States  between  1789  and  1830.  The 
“Golden  Age”  of  the  American  wooden  sailing  ship,  and  its 
first  great  boom,  from  1830  to  1856,  is  given  in  detail.  Ma¬ 
rine  railways,  which  were  the  chief  means  of  docking  vessels 
for  repairs,  the  first  of  which  was  built  at  Salem  about  1824, 
were  a  great  improvement  over  the  previous  method  of  hav¬ 
ing  repairs  made  in  foreign  ports,  or  by  rolling  vessels  on 
their  sides  or  grounding  them  on  sandy  beaches.  Four  im¬ 
portant  shipyards  were  in  operation  in  Salem  before  1677 
and  three  more  were  added  before  the  first  quarter  of  the 
next  century,  so  that  it  is  said  there  were  as  many  as  eight 
sea-going  ships  on  the  ways  here  at  one  time.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  information  relating  to  Massachusetts  ports, 
which  the  excellent  index  brings  out.  An  imposing  bibli¬ 
ography  completes  this  book,  which  is  an  outstanding  mari¬ 
time  history.  Recommended  to  all  libraries. 
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The  Wheelock  Family  of  Calais,  Vermont.  Their 
American  Ancestry  and  Descendants.  By  Marcus  War¬ 
ren  Waite.  1940.  175  pp.,  small  octavo,  cloth,  illus. 

Montpelier,  Vermont:  The  Driftwind  Press.  Price, 
$4.00. 

The  Wheelocks  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Calais, 
having  originally  migrated  from  Charlton,  Massachusetts. 
This  particular  line  is  from  the  Reverend  Ralph  Wheelock, 
supposedly  of  Shropshire,  England,  ancestry,  who  was  a 
teacher  as  well  as  a  minister,  and  whose  descendants  seem 
to  have  had  a  propensity  for  the  teaching  profession.  A 
very  useful  book  for  all  who  are  of  the  Vermont  branch. 

Saegent-Mubbay-Gilman-Hough  House.  1941.  Glouces¬ 
ter.  60  pp.,  12  mo.,  cloth,  illus. 

This  little  guide  to  Gloucester’s  famous  historical  house 
is  one  of  the  best  and  most  comprehensive  of  all  such  books 
that  have  come  to  our  attention.  It  is  illustrated  with  photo¬ 
graphs  furnished  by  Samuel  Chamberlain,  the  distinguished 
artist,  which  adds  greatly  to  its  appearance.  In  addition  to 
the  prominent  families  which  have  owned  and  occupied  this 
house,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  was  the  residence  dur¬ 
ing  his  pastorate  in  Gloucester  of  the  Rev.  John  Murray,  the 
first  preacher  of  Universalism  in  this  country,,  who  married 
Judith  Sargent. 

New  England’s  Fishing  Industry.  By  Edward  A.  Acker¬ 
man.  1941.  303  pp.,  large  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Chica¬ 
go:  The  University  of  Chicago  Press.  Price,  $4.00. 

This  book  is  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  fishing  industry  of 
New  England,  principally  made  up  of  catches  sinces  1936, 
according  to  statistics  of  vessel  landings  at  Boston,  Glouces¬ 
ter  and  Portland.  The  author,  who  is  instructor  in  geog¬ 
raphy  at  Harvard  University,  states  that  it  is  an  attempt  to 
describe  “everything  associated  with  the  fishery  from  the 
potential  netfuls  of  fish  swimming  about  the  Gulf  of  Maine 
to  sea  food  on  the  consumer’s  table  —  but  entirely  from  the 
point  of  view  of  location.”  It  evaluates  the  fisheries  as  fac¬ 
tors  in  locating  other  cultural  phenomena  in  the  region  and 
treats  of  the  forces  which  impel  the  movement  of  the  fishery 
products.  It  also  takes  up  industries  relating  to  fishing,  and 
is  illustrated  with  many  photographs  made  by  the  author. 
Good  maps,  used  as  end-sheets,  show  both  off-shore  grounds 
by  name,  as  well  as  locations  in  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
Massachusetts  and  Maine.  Such  chapters  as  those  including 


BOOK  BEVIEW8 


389 


the  descriptions  of  industries  related  to  fishing,  the  social 
aspects  of  the  fisheries  and  New  England  fishing  gear  are 
interesting  to  all  whose  ancestors  have  lived  on  this  old  New 
England  food  from  the  first  settlement,  as  it  is  to  those 
connected  commercially  with  the  industry.  In  short,  it  is  a 
book  for  geographers,  economists,  fishermen  and  fish  mer¬ 
chants,  marine  biologists,  and  maritime  historians.  Kecom- 
mended  to  all  libraries. 

Sea  Power  and  British  North  America,  1783-1820.  A 
Study  in  British  Colonial  Policy.  By  Glerald  S.  Graham. 
1941.  302  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Cambridge:  Har¬ 
vard  University  Press.  Price,  $3.50. 

The  author,  who  is  assistant  professor  of  history  at 
Queen’s  University,  Kingston,  Ontario,  has  contributed  much 
new  material  for  the  economic  historian,  for  the  student  of 
naval  history  and  for  all  who  are  interested  in  the  general 
field  of  Canadian-American  relations.  This  book  deals  with 
the  political  basis  of  British  sea  power,  the  British  Naviga¬ 
tion  System,  a  system  which  had  the  two-fold  object  of 
profit  and  power  during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen¬ 
turies.  It  is  based  chiefiy  on  unprinted  materials  available 
in  the  Public  Archives  of  Canada  at  Ottawa,  the  Public 
Archives  of  Nova  Scotia  at  Halifax,  the  Public  Eecord  Office 
in  London  and  the  British  Museum.  After  an  investigation 
of  the  close  association  between  trade  and  sea  power,  Mr. 
Graham  considers  the  clash  between  trade  and  sea  power 
that  came  immediately  after  the  American  Kevolution.  In 
theory  the  principle  of  a  self-contained  Empire  remained, 
but  in  practice  the  .British  North  American  colonies  depended 
on  the  United  States  for  supplies;  and  Great  Britain,  as 
she  became  increasingly  industrialized,  relied  more  and  more 
on  the  American  consumer.  Such  chapters  as  The  Nursery 
for  Seamen,  The  Foundations  of  British  Commercial  Policy 
Toward  the  United  States  and  the  Role  of  the  Maritimes, 
as  well  as  Carrying  Trades  with  the  British  West  Indies  are 
most  interesting.  The  trades  in  rum,  wheat,  timber  and 
contraband  are  treated  under  the  title  “Functions  of  the 
Staple  Trades.”  The  troubles  which  preceded  the  War  of 
1812  are  described  in  the  chapter  “The  Rise  of  the  Atlantic 
Entrepot,  1809-1814,”  and  while  shipping  was  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  it  is  estimated  that,  by  the  end  of  the  war,  British 
goods  to  the  value  of  a  million  pounds  sterling  had  passed 
through  Nova  Scotia  to  the  United  States.  The  book  is  illus¬ 
trated  with  several  maps  and  charts.  Recommended  to  all 
libraries. 


